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~surrenders three men indicted in

Halt in Arms for Chile

Is Passed and Reversed

ﬂ 379 By John M. Goshko =
Washington Post Staff Writer

The House yesterday voted to halt U.S. arms
shipments to Chile until the government there
the murder
of former Chilean ambassador Orlando Letelier.
Then, after protests from the Justice Depart-
ment, the House reversed itself.

The confusing sequence of events stemmed

! from Tuesday's actlon by a federal grand jury,

which indicted eight persons in- connection
with the 1075 car-bombing deaths of Letelier
and an American friend, Ronni K. Moffitt, as
they drove through Washington's Embassy Row.

Among those indicted were Gen. Juan Man-
ule Contreras Sepulveda, former head of the
Chilean secret police (DINA), and two DINA
employes, Pedro Espinoza Bravo and Armando
Fernandez Larios. Contreras, a close associate

L

of Chilean President Augusto Pinochet, is be-
lieved to be the first high-ranking foreign in-
telligence official indicted in this country.

~Yesterday, as the House was considering the
fiscal 1978 foreign military aid bill, - Rep.
Thomas R. Harkin (D-Iowa), an outspoken

' human-rghts advocate, introduced an ‘amend-

ment ecalling for the cutoff of all arms ship-

ments to Chile until the three are extradited’

to the United States. y

Congress ‘halted military assistance to Chile
in 1878 to protest alleged repression and rights
abuses by the Pinochet government. However,
an estimated $24 million in so-called pipeline

shipments — equipment ‘purchased or con-
tracted for before the cutoff has been con-
tinuing.

The Harkin amendment called for h;i.lt.lng all
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material in the pipeline until the
three have been eradited by Chilean
authorities. After an emotional debate
in which House member after mem-
ber took the -floor to denounce
Chilean “death squads,” the amend-
ment was adopted by voice vote.

But, when word of the House's
action got out, it sparked an .immedi-
ate protest from the Justice Depart-
ntent on the grounds that it ‘wag pre-
mature and in appropriates Th
partment then instructed its congres-
sional liaison officers to begin con-
tacting members -of the  House to
make known its obections_

Robert Keuch, deputy assistant at-

torney general in the criminal divi- .

sion, said in a telephone interview last
night:” ” ¥ ! TR
“We feel such an action is improper

at the present time because the for- -

mal request to Chile for extradition

de- '

hasn't been made .yet, and there is no
sign at this point that'the Chilean ju-
dieial process will Tiot be fortheoming
in meeting the request for extradi-
than /] T

Keuch said the extradition papers
probably will be filed within the next
two weeks, and added that it's likely

“to take some time before the matter is

decided by the Chilean courts. He said
Justice was aware of ngws agency re-
ports from Santiago quoting Pinochet. |
as saying there was some doubt about
whether the three Chilean nationsls |
will be extradited. Tt

But, Keuch added, the interests of |
justice require that the appropriate |
legal channels be used and given an '
opportunity to' work without. actions
that could be construed as undue po- |
litical interference. = T oy

Privately, other Justice Department
sources said actions like the House:
amendment could seriously impede ef-

forts to bring the three Chileans to
trial, because it could be' cited within
Chile as an interference by Congress
in its internal affairs and a politically
inspired maneuver to topple the Pino-
chet government. ™

The arguments made by the Justice
Department apparently had considera-
ble impact within the House. Late in
the afternoon, Rep. Charles E. Wig-
gins (R-Calif.) moved to reconsider the
Harkin amendment, and, on that go-
around, it was overturned ‘on "a'roll-
call vote, 243 to 166. :

In the indictment, Contreras and .
Espinoza, DINA operations supervi-
sor, were charged with plotting the as-

! sassination of Letelier, an outspoken

foe of the Pinochet government. Fer-
nandez Larios was named as being
one of two DINA #gents—the other

_ being an American citizen, Michael V.

Tonley—who  came to the WUnited
States to carry out'the plot in cooper-

\ ation with militant Cuban exiles.



