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$250,000 B
ond Set for L

etelier M
urder D

efendant 
B

y T
im

othy S
. R

obinson 
W

eeh
in

g
to

n
 P

o
et F

o
reig

n
 S

erv
ice 

A
 C

uban exile charged w
ith conspir-

in
g

 to
 m

u
rd

er fo
rm

er C
h

ilean
 am

b
as-

sad
o
r O

rlan
d
o
 L

etelier w
as o

rd
ered

 
held here yesterday on $250,000 bond 
after a p

ro
secu

to
r d

escrib
ed

 h
im

 as 
h
a
v
in

g
 "su

b
sta

n
tia

l k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
" 

about the alleged m
urder plot. 

Ignacio N
ovo S

am
pol, 39, of Jersey 

C
ity

, N
.J., a lead

er o
f th

e C
u
b
an

 N
a-

tionalist M
ovem

ent, w
as arrested F

ri-
' d

ay
 m

o
rn

in
g

 u
n

d
er a still-secret ar-

rest w
arran

t. Y
esterd

ay
's co

u
rt p

ro
-

ceed
in

g
 b

efo
re U

.S
. M

ag
istrate L

aw
-

rence S
. M

argolis w
as for setting bond 

' h
ere. 
A

ssistan
t U

.S
. A

tto
rn

ey
 E

. L
aw

-
re

n
c
e
 B

a
ra

c
e
ila

 S
r. o

f th
e
 m

a
jo

r 
crim

es d
iv

isio
n

 said
 th

e case ag
ain

st 
N

ovo is a "solid one" and asked for a 
high bond. 

B
arcella said

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t feels 
it can prove that N

ovo had "full, com
-

p
lete an

d
 su

b
stan

tial k
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f 
th

e facts su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 th

e m
u
rd

er"  

an
d
 th

at h
e lied

 w
h
en

 h
e testified

 b
e-

fore a federal grand jury here. 
N

ovo had "prior know
ledge" of the 

assassination and knew
 how

 it w
ould 

be carried out, B
arcella added. H

e al- 
leg

ed
ly

 to
o
k
 sev

eral step
s to

 see th
at 

the plot w
as successful, B

arcella said. 
L

etelier, an
 o

u
tsp

o
k
en

 critic o
f th

e 
m

ilita
ry

 g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t n

o
w

 ru
lin

g
 

C
h
ile, w

as m
u
rd

ered
 h

ere S
ep

t. 2
1
, 

1
9
7
6
, as h

e d
ro

v
e aro

u
n
d
 S

h
erid

an
 

C
ircle N

W
. A

 bom
b placed under the 

fro
n
t seat o

f h
is car rip

p
ed

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

the floorboards, killing him
 and R

onni 
K

. M
offitt, an aide at the Institute for 

policy S
tudies. 

B
arcella said that, in addition to the 

tw
o

 fed
eral ch

arg
es lo

d
g

ed
 ag

ain
st 

N
o
v
o
, h

e co
u
ld

 face ad
d
itio

n
al lo

cal 
an

d
 fed

eral ch
arg

es fo
r h

is alleg
ed

 
role in the tw

o m
urders. 

B
arcella argued that N

ovo m
ight at-

tem
p
t to

 flee if h
e is released

 fro
m

 
jail, an

d
 said

 th
ere is ev

id
en

ce th
at 

o
th

ers b
eliev

ed
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e m

u
r-

d
er—

in
clu

d
in

g
 N

o
v

o
's b

ro
th

er, G
u

i- 

lerino N
ovo S

am
pol—

had false travel 
docum

ents and disguises. 
G

u
illerm

o
 N

o
v
o
 w

as arrested
 o

n
 a 

fugitive w
arrant In M

iam
i last m

onth 
after failing to show

 up for a court ap-
pearance in N

ew
 Jersey last June. 

D
efen

se atto
rn

ey
 W

illiam
 G

arb
er 

said
 h

e h
ad

 n
o
 w

ay
 o

f ev
alu

atin
g
 th

e 
stren

g
th

 o
f th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's case 
ag

ain
st h

is clien
t b

ecau
se th

e p
ap

ers 
are still sealed. B

ut he said that Igna-
cio

 N
o
v
o
 h

ad
 sh

o
w

n
 u

p
 w

h
en

 re-
quested In the past. 

H
e described Ignacio N

ovo as an un-
em

p
lo

y
ed

 sh
o

e an
d

 au
to

 salesm
an

 
w

h
o
 liv

ed
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 fo
r ab

o
u
t 2

0
 

y
ears b

efo
re m

o
v

in
g

 to
 M

iam
i fo

u
r 

years ago. N
ovo m

oved back to N
ew

 
Jersey

 ab
o
u
t a m

o
n
th

 ag
o
, acco

rd
in

g
 

to court records. 
G

a
rb

e
r sa

id
 in

 a
rg

u
in

g
 fo

r a
 

"reaso
n
ab

le" b
o
n
d
 th

at N
o
v
o
 co

u
ld

 
h
av

e fled
 b

efo
re h

is arrest last w
eek

 
b
ecau

se h
e w

as aw
are h

e m
ig

h
t h

e 
charged in the assassination plot. 

N
o

v
o

 is am
o

n
g

 six
 p

erso
n

s w
h

o
  

have been identified as being involved 
in the alleged m

urder plot. 
F

ederal officials are reportedly con-
fid

en
t th

at th
ey

 can
 trace th

e m
u
rd

er 
from

 its origins in C
hile as a project 

of the C
hileah secret police know

n as 
D

IN
A

 to its execution by anti-C
astro 

C
uban exiles sym

pathetic to the C
hi-

lean m
ilitary governm

ent. 
T

he person w
ho reportedly acted as 

th
e co

n
tact b

etw
een

 D
IN

A
 an

d
 th

e 
A

m
erican-based C

ubans—
en A

m
eri-

can-born D
IN

A
 agent nam

ed M
ichael 

V
. T

O
w

nley—
is cooperating w

ith U
.S

. 
au

th
o
rities as p

art o
f a p

lea-b
arg

ain
-

ing arrangem
ent, sources have said, 


