FBI Agents Reenacted, Bombmg of Car.

To Prepare for Letelier Murder Trial

By Kenneth Bredemeier
Whaahington Post Stalf Writer

. The FBI paid $3,100 last summer for
a 1976 Chévyelle identical to the one
driven by former Chilean’ ambassador
Orlando Letélier when he was assassi-
nated and them blew up the car with
a bnmh 1dennea1 to the one Chilean
nt Michael V. Town-
le? sa.id ha  to kill Letelier.
Town]ay, ihm gavermnent‘s chief
: witnesa
bans convicted Wednesday In connec:
tion wltp the Letelier. slﬂylng, showed
the FBI how to

80!.‘0
ment prosecutors in the case.

The second car was blown up July

17 at'a demolition field at tﬁa Quan-

.. tico. Marine Base, “The “hlast was

. +filmed by nine cameras from different

‘apgles so ‘investigators could itudy in

Letelier's aﬁgg;unh Vs dogiried
8
ont; aemdlng twmsﬁn;r ﬂs.w.tor-

“ganeni’ Propper, ;% " 5" g
Barcella said yesterday thn.t ‘when
the experiment was*done the u-
“ tors still ;did not - what
defense the then-prospective. de,tand-
ants might raise, There was aomaieel
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ree anti-Castro Cu-.

-‘ing;he uid, that an arguman!. ‘might

. be made that Townley was lying when

he said he built and planted the bomb

/in ‘Letelier's'Chevelle Malibu Classic. '

i A 17-minute film was thade ‘of FBI
‘agents attaching the bomb to the sec-

ond car as it was hoisted on a hydrau-
lie lift at. FBI headquarters'and'then i

as it was'blown up at Quantico. The .

explosion and. aftermath, which took

Svto 4 seconds by the time debris
ed. 'to the ground, was ex-
pqﬁled into 12 minutes of film to
} eachSexmentofthe car blowing

it turngd out the results of the
were’ remarkably similar to the

lx;%ﬁon that killed Letelier and a

colleague of his at the Institute for
Policy Studies, Ronni K. Moffitt, as
they drove along Washington's Em-
bassy Réw.

The hoods and roofs of both cars
buckled into a pyramidal shape and
the molding along the driver’s side of
the car was either ripped off or left
dangling from the mckage. pictures
of the two cars show.

The film of the second explosion
was never used at the Cubans' trial
because defense lawyers did not con-
test Townley's assertion that he built
and planted the bomb and because
U.S. District Court Judge Barrington

&l

“iulln

D. Pnrker limjted prosecutors 1n the T
amount of evidence they could intro-
duce to depict the, blood and gora of~
the murders. ~* -

Nonetheless, Barcella smd the ﬁlm:

. whose cost, is undisclosed, ha.s servedx

o variety of Durposes.’ = <t~
Harcella said” he Had talked abcmt_
“/the Letelier explosion' with Michael+
- Moffitt, who was. riding in. Letelier’s, -
car and slightly injured when it blew:’
. up.*But until T saw the (second) car |
blow.up.I néver realized the terror of
the “situation,” -the ‘prosecutor said..
' “That Michael ‘Moffitt survived that.
blast is miraculous,”. 4
Prnpper said lnvestiga’mrs and pros-l.-
"ecutors watched the ‘blast on'a tele-
“vision screen in a concrete bunker at‘
Quantico 50 yards from the blast.
But even from the safety of the bunk-
~ er, Propper said that when the car
exploded “it was like someone slugged
you.”

~-Barcella said the film may be used’

“in fufure trials involving the Letelier d
killing and was-sent as part of npaclfr 1
age to Chile seeking the extradition of |
three  secret. police: agents to stand '
trial in the U.S. for the murder of |

- Letelier and Moffitt. .In addition, Bar-

cella and Propper. said the FBI now |
has a first-rate tralning film showins '
how a car explodes, ¢




