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_Extradltlon of 3 A&ents
Unlikely, Chllean_ Say '

By Charles A, Krause @
Waahington Posh Statf Writer .5.
Santlage, Chlle, Feb, 8-Chilean Foralgn N

~Hernan Cubillos aid yesterday that it is still mst- :

“ble—but unlikely—=that Gen. Juan Manuel

eras, the former head of Chile's intelligence & ee

will be extradited to stand trlal in the United Stafes 3

for the asgassination of Orlando Letelier, .+~ il

" Cubillos sald in an hotr:long intervieW that ha
had no Inside information and that Supreme Court
President Israel Borquiez-=who will dealde, probably
next month, whather to extradite Contreras two
other seeret police offlcersnls indapandcmt
le’'s military government.-

“But I think you will find tha general fee!
that, if the proof is sufficient, probably what
_hapgen is that they will be proﬂessed in Chile,"" »

ut this is no guarantee, The Supreme Court
. do whatever it likes,” Cubillos said. “They do

“have a framework in which they have to work. Anrm

;hing could happen,”

Contreras, Pedro Espinoza and Armando Fernan- 1

dez Larrios, all current ot former Intelligence offi-:
ruers wera cha;jed by a federal grand jury last sum-.
Sher with participating in Letelier's murder in 1976,
The 'United States asked last September that the'
girea be axtradited to stand ttlal for the assassina.

on,

Cublllos said He was aware . that the, Supreme
Court's decision to grant or deny the extradition re-

quest could have “diplomatic and political implica- : 3

tions" for Chile.

Nonetheéless, he said, he knew of no case In which
one country had given up the head or former head
of its intelligence services to be tried in another
country for alleged ecrime. Cubillos also said it
was his understanding that “there have been many
requests for extradition on both sides” since the
United States and Chile entered into a bilateral ex-
tradition treaty more than 75 years ago.

“T have heen told that there has been no case
'where {extradition) has been granted,” because both
countries have Insisted on trying their own nation-’
lals, he said. “that is the way it has worked.”

Cubillos Is the only ranking Chilean offfelal to
‘conjecture publicly about the likely outcome of the
extradition request. He has a reputation for speak-
ing frankly on sensitive issues. He Inslsted that he
knows little more about the Letelier trial in Wash-
ington—or the evidence presented here agninst the
.three intelligence offlcers—than an average Chilean
would know from reading newspapet' accounts,

But the foreign minister said most people here be-

“Ueve that Borquez will not order Contreras and the

~others extradicted, an observation borne out by in-
“ferviews with Chileans of various political views.
i+ The overall impression here is that federal prose-

~outors in Washington have little evidence linking

“the Letelier assassination to Contreras and his sub-

~ordinates except the word of Michael Townley,

who has been depicted in press here aga ruthless
‘klller, a lar and a double agent who cammltted the
. assassination at the behest of the CIA.

In mare sophisticated circles, both supporters and
opponents of the military government say they
think Townley probably was working for Lhe DINA
secret police and It is even thought that the United

- States might have sufficlent evidence to link the _

* prime to Bspinoza, Fernandez and Contreras,

But hardly any of those questioned said they be- :
lieve there is any evidence linking the crime to the"

- president, Gen. Augusto Pinochet, whose downfall

mx_tnilﬁon effort focuses on Gen, Juan Oontrerss.

as n result of the Letelier affalr had baen joyously
awalted by opponents of the military government
when the Leteliat case broke open a year ago,

There could ‘be some rough sailing In the months
ahead for Pinochet — polltically and diplomatically
= ae a result of the Letelier cage, but even his op-
ponents seem to think the preuldenl. will not be nart-
ously injured.

Politically, there 1s the posalbmty that C‘onttorai,
if he were put on trial, could say that Pinochet or-
dered the mmhuuon. “Yes, but it would be ex-
pected,” siid one government supporter. “Contreas
would have to prove it. olharwin. it wauld be his
word against the president’s”’

Diplomatically, lfBarqnm diamlslad the ﬂldem
against the three Chileans and ordered them freed
without a trial, the United States would probably
feel compelled to retsliate, possibly by rnelmnn
i Ambassador George Landau. But If the three Cu-'
bans are'found not guilty in Washington, based pri-
marily on the same avidence that the United States
placed before Borquez, then a declsion by Borquez
to free the three probably would not result in the
same diplomatie consequences.

Still, Cubillos said the whole Letelier affalr has
- had a serious negative impact on Chile's relations
with the United States, “but 1 hope and trust the
damage-won't be everlasting."”
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