Pﬂ{wﬂ"ﬁé CIA and the ‘Risk of Disclosu"re.’-; ¢

Your editorial on Sunday, September
19 (“George Bush and the Old Boy Net")
totally missed the point I had made on
various occasions regarding “risk of
disclosure.” |

My point is simply this: I do not think
that it is right for an individual mem-
ber or staff of one of our seven con-

gressional oversight committees—any.

more than for a member of the execu-
tive branch—to take upon himself pub-
licly to disclose and thus destroy a cov-

ert action that 'has beén properly au- .

thorized and briefed in accordance
with legal, statutory, and administra-
tive procedures now in effect. -« .

1 do favor consolidated congressional
oversight: As opposed. to reporting to
seven committees of the Congress (I
have made more than 35 official ap-
pearances before Congress in seven
and one-half months as Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence), personally, I would
like to see a joint intelligence commit-
tee with representation from both
House and Senate and with full but ex-
clusive oversight responsibility.

in the meantime, I am cooperating
fully with the various congressional
committes, and I will continue to do so.

At the same time I will speak out
against unauthorized . disclosure—
against the ‘fleaks” that endanger the
lives of peoplé and ahort properly de-
termined programs.

One final word: You know very well

that not so many months ago there was
a wholly adversary relationship be-
tween some in the Congress and the
CIA. As I 5aid in my remarks to theiAs-
sociation of Retired Intelligence Offi-
cers, there continues to be a proper de-
termination on the part of the Congress
to see that the CIA lives within the law;

to this end also the CIA is bound by
presidential direction and internal ad- .
ministrative procedures. At. present, .

however, the inquiries conducted by
the Senate Intelligence Committee and

other committees, provided they are’

not exploited for sensational publicity,
are thorough and designed to
strengthen our intelligence capacity
while safeguarding the rights of Ameri-

can citizens. I think that is good for our

country. ; ity
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