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la the closing w
eeks of the 1992 presidential cam

paign, a four-page docu-
m

ent called a naval aircraft action report w
as presented to severs1 new

s or. 
gan

in
an

on
s. T

h
e last p

age of th
e forry.eigh

t.year-old
 rep

ort (p
u

b
lish

er) 
here for the firm

 tim
e, enhanced for legibility) contains strung drew

-w
an-

n
al evid

en
ce su

ggestin
g th

at G
eorge B

u
sh

 com
m

itted
 a w

ar crim
e as 

rookie N
avy pilot in the South P

acific during W
orld W

ar II. B
ased on in• 

terview
s w

ith pilots im
m

ediately afire a m
ission, the docum

ent describe. 
w

h
at th

e tutors and
 th

eir crew
s saw

 an
d

 d
id

 on
 Ju

ly 25, 1944. It rep
orts 

that non lifeboats carrying survivon of a traw
ler that B

odes plane had just 
su

n
k

 w
ere strafed

—
th

at u
, m

ach
in

e-gu
n

n
n

i from
 th

e air. S
oarin

g of d
e-

li:toeless com
batants in Irfehosts w

as, and is, considered a w
ar crim

e under 
international m

ilitary law
. T

he docum
ent, incrim

inating as it appears to 
be, doesn't constitute irrefutable proof of guilt. B

ush m
ay have a convinc-

ing explanation. If to, he w
as m

a asked to provide it by any one of at least 
th

ree m
ajor new

s orgam
m

tions IN
ew

sw
eek. the cos A

ngeles T
itan

. an
d

 
U

.S
. N

ew
s @

 W
orld R

eport) that could have published this docurm
-n; hut 

O
ctober but didn't—

though not becam
e of any intim

idation by the W
hite 

H
ou

se T
h

e cen
sorsh

ip
, as u

su
al w

ith
 th

e A
m

en
can

 n
ew

s m
ed

ia, w
as cri-

m
e!? selh

in
film

n
i 

T
he sinking of dm

 traw
ler m

 K
ayangel L

agoon, in the P
alau Islands of the 

South P
acific, w

as B
ush's first solo com

bat 	
F

orty-eight years later, in a 
m

uscle for re-alecuon. B
ush w

ould m
ake his w

artim
e exploits a ctIngnign 

Seizing on the controverry surrounding B
ill t9lnrtai s opposition to 

the V
ietnam

 W
ar. B

ush repeatedly called O
n C

linton to 'corns clean" about 
having avoided the draft and participated In antiw

ar dem
onstrations. B

ush 
insured that C

linton had to w
and up to w

hat he did as a young m
an. T

hu 
sentim

ent W
. taken to heart by an anonym

ous federal reneareher w
ho, in 

early 1991, had becom
e fam

iliar w
ith this tapers in the m

ane of his w
ork. 

T
he noesocher first kept quiet because he didn't w

ant to undeica B
ush do. 

trig the G
ulf w

ar. W
atching B

ush politicize w
ar records eighteen m

onths 
later, h

ow
ever, h

e d
ecid

ed
 th

e p
u

b
lic sh

ou
ld

 k
n

ow
 ab

ou
t th

e n
elson

. H
e 

lined far from
 the m

edia center. of N
ew

 Y
ork and W

ashington and knew
 no 

reporters, but lye becam
e acquatnial w

ith P
aola O

gburn, a freelance inner 
as O

range C
ounty, C

alifornia. O
gburn regraded the story as beyond her ax' 

peruse but pm
m

ised to cry to interest fellow
 m

om
alises in lc 

T
h

is sen
ten

ce states p
lain

ly th
at th

e strafin
g took

 p
lace- "

V
T

"
 refers to 

B
ush's m

onth-on, w
htch included B

ush's plane and a rem
and 6srober, pi-

loted
 b

y L
s R

_ R
. H

ou
le. B

u
t d

id
 b

oth
 B

u
sh

 an
d

 R
ook

 strafe Itfeb
oaral 

W
as "

V
T

' sin
gu

lar or p
lu

ral! U
.S

. N
avy arch

ivists m
y th

at the plural 
Im

age though not universal, w
as by far the W

ig com
m

on, and certainly It 
W

W
1 stan

d
ard

 h
a a w

in
gm

an
 {B

u
tt) an

d
 h

is lead
er (H

ou
le) to stick

 to-
geth

er in
 su

ch
 titem

n
sean

ott. M
oreover, th

ree sen
ten

ces eater, "
V

T
"

 is 
u

sed
 p

lu
rally to m

oon
 th

at H
ou

le an
d

 B
u

sh
 h

ad
 togeth

er attack
ed

 th
e 

iraw
let (th

ou
gh

 H
ou

k
', b

om
b

 m
issect). In

 slu
m

, th
e evid

en
ce orrin

gly 
w

orst, b
u

d
, p

lan
es strafed

 th
e lifeb

oats. 

T
h

e n
am

e "
E

n
s. C

.H
.W

. K
oh

"
 got O

gb
u

rn
 a h

earin
g w

ith
 k

ey jou
rn

al-
ism

, albeit a w
ary. one_ It w

as she second w
eek of O

ctob
er. b

arely titter 
w

eeks before E
lection D

ay, and the journallan w
ere rightly cautious about 

b
ein

g tak
en

 In
 b

y a p
olitical d

ln
y-trick

s op
eration

- B
u

t au
th

en
ticatin

g 
th

e N
a
v
y
 d

o
cu

m
en

t w
a
s n

o
 p

ro
b

lem
; It w

a
s o

n
 file in

 th
e N

a
v
a
l 

A
rch

ives. T
h

e real trou
b

le, th
e jou

rn
aliu

s n
ow

 say, w
ar th

at th
e d

ocu
-

m
en

t w
as n

ot en
ou

gh
 of a sm

ok
in

g gu
ts. W

e cou
ld

n
't con

firm
 th

at 
G

eorge T
tuals'a plane w

as involved in the strafing," explains U
.S. N

ew
s 40 

W
orld 	

odium
 L

ee R
ainie. T

hy docum
ent w

as intenoting but "not a 
self-fulhIling story,' recalls editor R

oger Sm
ith of the her A

ngeles T
im

es. 
N

ew
sw

rek
, w

h
ich

 p
an

ted
 th

e scaly th
e fu

rth
est, even

 going to the E
ant.. 

Isle oft yin
g o stack

 d
ow

n
 tu

rvivan
 in

 Jap
an

, u
h

an
ately d

ecid
ed

, in
 th

e 
w

ords e f W
ashineron bureau chief E

ven T
hom

as, 'T
here w

ere m
o m

any 
oth

er p
ossib

le exp
lan

ation
s.' O

ff-th
e-record

 In
terview

s w
ith

 W
h

ite 
H

ou
se S

ou
rcea C

u
l "

d
ou

b
t on

 th
e cred

ib
ility of th

e evid
en

ce,"
 ad

d
s 

N
riallA

ek's chief of ourim
pondents, A

nn M
cD

aniel. 

T
he accom

,:en ring fighter planes (V
P

} also filed their ow
n aircraft action 

report, bur that docum
ent neither confirm

s nor contradicts the lifeboat 
strafin

g revolted
 h

ere. It sim
p

ly d
oesn

't m
en

tion
 it—

h
ard

ly su
rp

risin
g, 

given the illegality of such an act. T
he tuns-, gunner in H

oule 's bom
ber, 

C
h

arles Y
. B

yn
u

m
, K

M
 h

e d
oesn

't recall an
y uniting bur m

ys, "It m
ay 

have happened," and he agrees that the &
ss w

ay to cleat up the question 
is sim

p
ly to ask

 B
ad

s w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 an

d
 to p

u
b

lish
 th

e d
ocu

m
en

t w
ith

 
his response 3.uch an approach apparently didn't occur m

 the high-pow
-

ered
 jou

rrallu
s w

h
ose d

eferen
ce an

d
 self.cen

an
tsh

lp
 silen

ced
 th

is U
n

fit. 
P

opular m
ythology craves sinister explanations—

dsm
atening calls from

 
the O

val O
ffice—

w
hen the m

edia don't run • pa/M
essily dam

aging story. 
T

h
e tru

th
 is rim

e In
sid

iou
s. If th

e sam
e k

in
d

 of d
ocu

m
en

t h
ad

 su
rfaced

 
Im

plicating the prim
e m

inister of Japan in a w
ar crim

e, A
m

erican jour• 
rtalisu w

ould have gone to tow
n o

n
 it.' argues M

IT
 historian John D

ow
er, 

w
hose book, W

ar W
it out M

ercy, docum
ented the system

atic strafing of 
Japanese lifeboat, by A

m
erm

an and A
ustralian forces during the B

attle of 
the B

isiusucb Sea  in
 1943. P

au
la O

gloom
's u

n
w

ittin
g m

istak
e lay in

 n
ot 

recognising that A
m

erican journalists w
ould sit on the story—

In keeping 
w

ith their habit of giving the P
is:eidetic the benefit of the doubt on seri-

ou
s issu

es, esp
ecially n

u
t b

efore en
 election

. O
gb

u
rn

 w
ou

ld
 h

ave d
u

n
e 

b
etter so give th

is d
ocu

m
en

t to T
ok

yo's ?m
in

d
 S

kim
bu

n
 tr P

ans's L
i 

M
onde or L

ondon's hutependens—
new

s eaganizathom
 w

hose lodgm
ent is 

u
n

clou
d

ed
 b

y m
isp

laced
 A

m
erican

 fears an
d

 loyalties. A
s for G

eorge 
B

osh%
 response to w

hat happened tat July 25, 1944)1 provided his H
ou-

ton
 office w

ith
 a cop

y of th
is d

ocu
m

en
t an

d
 w

eed
 th

e q
u

ettion
, T

h
e 

reply, after m
any ullst "no com

m
ent-" 

M
ari N
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el U du. Ilaahar of O

n B
eaded K
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he P
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pan Presidency. H
en w

ining a look alm
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b's solos. 

W
al B

E
M

IS
 

au. TW
IR

LS M
S SalulansW

 O
len 

S
w

a
p
 	

W
IW

I=
 en

 

a. 

rinsuitivSlentistIN
L

ir SEPTU
teell Intl 

nelleC
IT

A
T

E
M

 us 

A
M

Itta
lla

iM
a
lta

a
M

a
In

C
ilu

.S
M

IS
M

IL
W

C
O

L
a
n
iM

ila
.ililateS

aar-i0
1
7
1
.e..A

S
,V

iC
araln

a
lM

a
rista

a
a
1
1
-,O

k
rra

l.a
..--..a

M
a
ra

b
a
sO

W
S

W
IW

ID
IW

W
W

W
IIIM

IR
E

IM
N

S
IM

A
N

W
a
ria

M
M

IS
C

4
.6

1
1
.1

.7
.

:4
4

...a
.A

V
Ia

a
W

A
L

str
i.M

A
M

M
a
IM

I
M

 


