Mr. Bob Woodward 9/26/18
Washington Post -

1150 15 St., NW

Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear dob,

The enclosed UPI story from the Indianapolis Star says that George Bush's
friend Felix Rodrigues harbored a comvicted terrorist and that Bush declined to
deny it when asked. Nat exactly what Bush has been saying about terrorism.

When I phoned Friday and you were busy I also wanted to let you know that,
in a sense, Wright's comments on the CIA's provocation of the Nandaime disturbances
was unfair, ‘our name then appeared on a Nicaragua story. The immediate provocation
was in part by Ambassador Melton. Because of the strange circumstances it appeared
only in our local papers whose managing editor was then in Managua. It appears that
those at the embassy were not aware that he was not one of the non~Congressional
“ngressional delegatiom. It was sent not by the Congress but by the White House
and from the embassy people he quoted they were about weekly - and so far as I know,
unreported, The embassy press officer said they all see the same people, opposition
businessmen, the cardinal and La Preng8,

This managing editor, Mike Powell, wrote a long story after the expulsions in
part because he is in the picture the Nicaraguan's psed on Nightline. Sorry, not
quite this way. Ye wrote the long story firsf and then, after Nightline, a long oped
piece in which, among other things, he said his only purpose in making tha#trj.p
was to write a story about Severlgly Byron. He edits the only dailies in the county
in which she lives, He also said he knew mtﬁfﬁ&f/and had no experience il foreign
a.ffairB.

This is the weekend delegation (left ¥Friday, returned Sunday) that was present
for and participated in the Nandaime demonstration, There were four pro-Contra
Members, with sowe of their staffd, and two from State. The latter made it clear that
it was a White House rather than a Congressional function. This delegation and I
presume all the many others went by military plane. The other expenses of this
delegation were met by the National Forum “oundation.

The day they gotf to Y“anagua Melton told them, "we're hergto overthrow their
government. If you are aware of the significance of an official statement, which is
of enormous significance under international law and an official admission that is
the exact opposite of the administration's statements of purpose, don't get excited
because the Post wen't carry it. I'm writing only to inform you. As soon as I saw
this astounding story I phoned your foreign desk, spoke to someone there and then
was referred to Goshko, who didn't even :;nt a copy of it when + offered it to him.
After ghis story of the gext day reported/Melton's lies to the Congress I sent a cipy
to Sen fradlee, who didn’t like whatever I said in a letter. 1've forgotten what
4 said. (I kmow the significance of an official a#ment of policy not only from my
days in intelligence and in State during and afer World War II but from countless
CIA statemesits and some of the FBI in my FOIS litigation.)

The part of the story of that delegation that makes it unfair to dump it all
on the CIA is how and why some of this delegation was at and were photographed
seeming to participate in that demonstration. When their attendance was proposed
l‘en.rm'.'ymm in any Ikind of official position said, in one way or another, that was
impossible. Cong. Byron, who'd been there many times, was quite explicit in pre-
dicting everything that happened beglgning with their presence, and before they
left she was and expressed apprehension over the visibde change in Nicaraguan
official attitude toward them. Melton overrode her, the State people with the
delegation and his own staff and said their going was just "fine," ‘
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Hot only did he tell them they could go, he provided three marked and w
identified embassy vehicles to take them and to be seen at the demonstration, as they
were. The two women “‘embers did not go to Nandaime.

Jowell claims that the gestuing the Nimaraguans interpret as participation in
the demonstration was merely their signallimg to each other.

Powell does not report that the government started the violence, which was
alleged here before his story appeared four days later,

With about 50 such delegations in 1487 alone a hedl of a lfgf of money is
involved and apparently a hell of a lot of use of military aviation, with those
costs coming from military appropriations. Ilm surprised not to have seen any of
this reported anywhere before Powell's piece. Once upon a time that alone would have
been considered news.

Powell's first piece began on the front pages of both papers and ogntinued on
two inside pages. It makes for bulky copying but if ¥you should want a copy I'll
make and send it.

Yn another matter that may or may not interest the Post, there is an awful
lot of stuff being prepared for the 25th anniversary of the JFK assassination. I've
jeard of some and some of those preparing specials for TV have been in touch with
me. Some of it is awful crap, disinformatjon and exploitation. 4s rge Lardner
can tell you, 1've never been a conspiracy theorist and disagree with all who are.

Two I've helped fin the belief that FOIA makes me surrogate for the people and
L thus make all I got under it availablelfto anyone) are big on the nonsense that the
mafia did it. At least one additional book will allege this. One, and this is not
personal knowledge, is going for the fabrications of David Lifton's book #istitled
WBest Evidence." le alleges a massive government conspiracy to ki1l JFK.

So, if Shales or anyone else is interested,I'm usually home all day after early
morning physical therapy.

Sincerely,

Unrd

Harold Weisberg
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Iran-Contra figure Hid

hid man wanted
in plane bombing

By BRIAN BARGER ,
UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL

Washinglon — A key figure
in the Iran-Contra scandal with
close ties to Vice President
Georgie Bush has acknowledged
harboring a fugitive charged in
the 1976 bombing of a Cuban
passenger plane in which 73
people died.

Felix Rodriguez, whose con-
tacts with George Bush Initially
drew the vice president into the
Iran-Conlra affair, sald in a se-
ries of recent Interviews that he
harbored the bombing suspeet,
Luls Posada Carrliles, shortly af-
ter his August 1985 escape from
a Venezuclan prison.

Offering the first details of his

‘involvement with Posada, Rodri-

guez said he agreed to hide the
fugitive at the request of a
wealthy Miami benefactor who
he said financed Posada's prison
escape. e would not identify the
financier.

Senale investigators arc pur-
sulng allegations thal Posada's
prison escape was financed In
part by Jorge Mas, with possible
help from then-White House alde
Oliver North. Mas. who heads
the Cuban-American National
Foundation, an anti-Castro lobby
group, denied any role In the
escape.

Rodriguez, a former CIA oper-
alive, ollered refuge to Posada
while managing a secret White
louse operalion based in El Sal-
vador to ferry weapons (o the
Nicaraguan rebels. The weapons
airlift was directed by North dur-
ing a U.S. ban on rcbel milltary
aid.

Despite Bush’s friendship
with Rodriguez, White House of-
ficials acknowledged that Bush
look no action alter numecrous
media reports in late 1986 iden-
tificd Posada as a logistics alde

for Rodriguez In the weapons
alrlift.

Bush was CIA director In
1976 when the bombing oc-
curred, and took a personal in-
lerest’ fn this and a string of

rélated anti-Casiro bombings
that shook the hemisphere thatl
ycar, according to law cnforce-
ment olficials.

Donald Gregg, Bush's nation-
al security adviser, said, 'l don't
think the vice president knew
that Pesada was working with
Fellx (Rodriguez), so why would
he eall for an investigition?"

When Posada’s role cime 1o
light in Iale 1986, Gregg said
Bush “didn’t pay much atlen-
tlon™ to the press reporls and
matcle no inquiries afler reporters
questioned him about the fugi-
tive's links to Rodriguez.

“If he (Bush) had asked aboul
it, he would have asked me.”
sald Gregg, who was Rodriguez’s
CIA superviser during the Viet-
nam War. "l don't know aboul
when the allegations on Posida
came out, and I did nol focus on
i

Bush declined o answer o
series of wrillen questions aboul
the affair submitted Lo his press
office last week.

Rodriguez’s disclosures could
raise a potentially embarrassing
Issue for Bush during his presi-
dential campaign. As head of the
president’s Task Force on Com-
batting Terrorism. Bush has
trumpeted a tough stand on pur-
suing and punishing internation-
al terrorists.

Rodriguez, a strong supporler
of the vice president, sald he was

never asked about the fugitive -

by Bush or his aides. “If tlicy
had asked. | would have told
them,” Rodrigucz saicd, “"butl no-
body asked.™
With assistance [rom Grege,
See HID Page 8

r - % Continued from Page 1

“Rodriguez was placed In El Sal-
vador as a counterinsurgency
“adviser to the Salvador military
.in 1984, Less than a year laler,
North recrulted him to manage
-the secret Contra airlift that was
.financed in part with profits di-
-verted from secret arms sales to
Iran.

But Rodriguez sald he never
- told Bush or his aldes about hir-
-ing the terrorist suspect in the

.sensitive - covert operation, and.

“did not advise Bush aldes of his
-work for North until shortly be-
‘fore the Iran-Contra scandal
. broke.

.1986, in Nicaragua.

Posada's link to the operation

“first came to light after a cargo
-plane carrylng American Eugene

Hasenfus was downed Oct. 5.
Hasenfus

identified a photograph of Posa-
da as Rodriguez's aide, who used
.the pseudonym Ramon Medina.

As the scandal unfolded, at-
tention turned to Bush's office,
where am aide fielded the first
call from Rodriguez to advise
that one of North's planes was
shot down.

Bush aides acknowledge that
Rodriguez was in regular contact
with the vice president's office,
and met with Bush on three oc-
casions while managing North's
airlift operation. But Bush and
his aides maintain they were
kept In the dark about North's
Contra resupply efforts during
the 1984-1986 congressional
ban on U.S. ald.

Posada, a former CIA demoli-
tions expert. was imprisoned for
nine years during a lengthy and
complicated trial process stem-
ming from charfges of planning
the Oct. 6, 1978, bombing of a
Cuban passenger plane in which
73 people, including the Cuban
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national fencing team, werc
killed.

On August 18, 1985, Posada
cscaped from Venezuela's San
Juan de Los Morros prisan, and
fled to El Salvador. Rodrigucz
denied any direct involvement In
Posadd’s prison escape. but said
he helped arrange Posada’s ar-
rival at El Salvador’s llopango
alr forcc base, where he gave
him a job.

“l got a call from an old
friend In Miami who has helped
me financially, who wanted me
to hide him," Rodriguez satd. *|
felt 1 had no choice. The man
who called was a very old and
dear friend. and he has helped
pay my expenscs since | have
been In Central America. I felt |
could not turn him down."

Rodriguez refused to identify
the caller, but when pressed he
acknowledged it was the same
person who financed Posada's
prison escape. '

/5
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Bush ally harbored

;plane-bomh suspect

WASHINGTON — (UP) — A
key figure in the Iran-contra scandal
with close ties to Vice President
George Bush has acknowledged har-
boring a fugitive charged in the
1976 bombing of a Cuban passenger
plane in which 73 people died.

Felix Rodriguez, whose contacts
with Bush initially drew the vice
president into the lran-coptra af_falr.
said in a series of recent interviews
that he harbored the accused bomb-
er, Luis Posada Carriles, shortly af-
ter his August 1985 escape from a
Venezuelan prison, ) -

Offering the first details of his in-
volvement with Posada, Rodriguez
said he agreed to “hide” the fugitive

“.at the request of a wealthy Miami

Bush ally

harbored
lerrorist

IRAN-CONTRA / from 1A

The weapons airlift was directed by
North during a U.S. ban on military
aid to the contras.

Despite Bush's friendship with
Rodriguez, White House officials ac-
knowledged that Bush took no ac-
tion after numerous media reports
in late 1986 identified Posada as a
logistics aide for Rodriguez in the
weapons airlift.

Bush was CIA director in 1976
when the bombing occurred. He
took a personal interest in it and a
string of related anti-Castro bomb-

"+ ings that year, according to law-en-

forcement officials. |
Donald Gregg, Bush's national se-
curity adviser, said, "I don't think
the vice president knew that Posada
was working with Felix [Rodriguez|,
- = S0 why would he
call for an inves-
¥ tigation?”
) Bush declined
= U lo answer a se-
Hries of written
questions about
{ the affair sub-
¢ dmilted to his
ed press office last
i week.

benefactor who he saill financed Po-
sada’s prison escape. He would no

identify the financier. . i

Senate investigators are pursuing
allegations that Posada's prison es-
cape was financed in part by Jorge
Mas Canosa, with possible help from
White House aide Oliver North.
Mas, who heads the Cuban Ameri-
can National Foundation, an anti-
Castro lobby group, denied any role
in the escape. 1

Rodriguez, a former CIA opera-
tive, offered refuge to Posada while
managing a secret White House op-
eration based in El Salvador to ferry
weapons to the Nicaraguan rebels.
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talling itsell Coordination of United
" Revolutionary Organizations.

CORU has been implicated in a
string of bombings and assassina-
tions in the United States and Latin
America, including the Sept. 21,
1976, car bombing that killed Chil-
ean exile leader Orlando Letelier in
Washington.

On Aug. 18, 1985, Posada es-
caped from Venezuela's San Juan de
n LOS Morros pris-

on and fled to El
Salvador. Rodri-
guez denied any
direct involve-
ment in Posada’s
4l prison  escape,
§ but said he
helped arrange
b Posada's arrival

$%=: | at El Salvador's
'. llopango air
* Posada force base,
. where he gave him a job, .
"l got a call from an old friend in
Miami who has helped me financial-
. ly, who wanted me to hide him," Ro-
= driguez said. "1 felt | had no choice.
. The man who called was a very old
and dear friend, and he has helped
* pay my expenses since | have been
in Central America. [ felt [ could not
turn him down.”

Rodriguez refused to identify the
caller, but when pressed, acknowl-
edged it was the same person who
financed Posada’s prison escape.

Rodriguez also refused to answer
questions about his benefactor
posed by Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass.,
last month during a Senate Foreign
Relations terrorism subcommittee
hE:'Il‘iI‘Iﬂ.
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- Vice-:
Rodriguez presidential
spokesman Steven Hart said Bush
responded lo the questions by say-

ing he “didn"t recall the name and

was totally unfamiliar with any such
relationship”  between Rodriguez
and Posada.

Rodriguez, a strong supporter of
the vice president, said he was ney-
er asked about the fugitive by Bush
or his aides. “If they had asked, |
would have told them," Rodriguez
said, “but nobody asked.”

With assistance from Gregg, Ro-
driguez was placed in El Salvador as
a counterinsurgency adviser to the
Salvador military in 1984. Less than
a year later, North recruited him to

.manage the secret contra airlift fi-
-nanced in part with profits diverted
" from secret arms sales to [ran,
Posada, a former CIA demolitions
experl, was imprisoned for nine
| years during a long, complicated tri-
, @ process stemming from charges
i of planning the Oct. 6, 1976, bomb-
ing of a Cuban airplane in which 73
~people, including the Cuban national
fencing team, were killed,

- Federal officials in Miami said the
bombing was carried out by a coali-
tion of militant anti-Castro roups
calling itself Coordination of United
Revolutionary Organizations.

@ CORU has been implicated in a
string of bombings and assassina-
tions in the United States and Latin

1 nterviews with United Press
International, three Cuban exile
leaders in Miami and two former
members of Posada's group alleged
that Mas helped finance Posada’s
escape. A federal law-enforcement
official said he received reports al-
leging Mas’ involvement, but de-
clined to elaborate further.

In testimony befure Kerry's sub-
committee, Rodriguez refused to
explain several of North's notebook
entries that reflected conversations
ahout transferring $50,000 to Ro-
driguez through Mas.

One entry, dated Jan. 28,1985 —
nine months before Rodriguez said
he bepan working with North —
said: "Felix Rodriguez — expedite
SOK for I.R.," with the name “Jorge
Mas" below. Another note said:
"Mtg. w/ Felix Rodriguez — Call
Jorge Mas.” Then on Feb, 4, North
wrole, “Felix Rodriguez, still have
not gotten dollars from Jorge Mas."

Mas, at his Miami office, denied
any role in Posada’s prison escape,
but said he has helped fund Rodri-
guez's activities in Central America,

Asked about accounts from Cuban
exile leaders and a law-enforcement
official that he provided bribe mon-
ey for Posada’s escape, Mas said, “'[
have nothing to do with Luis Posada.
He is a friend, but I have not had
anything to do with him in many
years."

Mas said he fought alongside Po-
Is:&da and Rodriguez during the 1961
#y of Pigs invasiofbf Cuba,
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Todd Hotechkiss
717 North East Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202
Telephone: 636-4834

September 15, 1988

Opinion Page Editor

Indianapolis Star

P.0. Box 145

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-0145

Dear Sir or Madam:

On Monday, September 5 the Star carried a front page article
reporting that an aide to Vice Presidenf Bush has admitted to har-
boring a prison escapee implicated in planning the bombing of a
jetliner in October 1976 in which 73 people died. The article, from
United Press International and carried in only one other major
U.S. daily newspaper, stated that Felix Rodriguez, "at the request
of a wealthy Miami benefactor," agreed to hide and harbor Luis
Posada Carriles, a suspect in the 1976 bombing who escaped from
prison in Venezuela. Mr. Rodriguez said that this “"Miami benefactor
. . . financed Posada's prison escape." At the time Mr. Rodriguez
assisted the fugitive Mr. Posada, Mr. Rodriguez was managing the
secret White House operation from El Salvador rum by Col. Oliver
North to rearm the Contras in violation of the Congressional ban on
U.S. military aid to the Contras. Mr. Rodriguez admitted he
"helped arrange" Mr. Posada's arrival at the top-security ILlopango
Air Force Base in El1 Salvador. Mr. Rodriguez thenm hired Mr. Posada
to help run the illegal Contra rasupply operation.

Thus, U.S. taxpayers have paid the salary of an aide to the
Vice President to illegally harbor a suspected international

terrorist. Mr. Posada himself may have been paid by U.S. taxpayers.
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Opinion Page Editor
September 15, 1988
Page Two

Four principals were implicated in the October 6, 1976 airliner
bombing. Two of the four confessed and named Orlando Bosch and Mr.
Posada as coﬁspirators. (The confessors later alleged they were
unduly coerced to confess.) Mr. ?osada, trained by the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agéncy (C.I;A.). had been chief of operations for
Venezuela's DISIP, its version of the C.I.A. Vice President Bush
was director of the C.I.A. at the time of the October 1976 airliner
bombing.

Mr. Rodriguez was in "regular contact" with Vice President
Bush's office while managing Col. North's illegal Contra resupply
operation. In fact, Mr. Rodriguez met with the Vice President three
times while managing the illegal operation with Mr. Posada working
with him. The Vice President claims not to have known about Col.
North's illegal activity or about the fact of Mr. Posada's presence
and contribution.

When Eugene Hasenfus' plane illegally ferrying arms to the
Contras was shot down by Nicaragua in October 1986 it became known
that Mr. Posada was in fact an aide to Mr. Rodriguez. The Vice
President's national security adviser has stated that Mr. Bush did
not know Mr. Posada was working with Mr. Rodriquez, did not believe
the press reports and made no further inquiries. The Vice President,
furthermore, refused to answer a series of written questions about
this matter submitted to his press office within the last three weeks.

The Vice President, while head of the Presi&ent's Task Force on

Combacting Terrorism, thus knowingly and willingly ignored reputable
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Opinion Page Editor
September 15, 1988
Page Three

reports that an important aide had harbored and employed a suspeqted
international terrorist named by two confessors as a conspirator to
the killing of 73 people. This presidential candidate, who cloaks
himself as the law and order candidate, knowingly and willingly
ignored the fact that one of his aides had harbored a suspected
international terrorist.

Given these facts, I request the -Star consider calling for:
1) the F.B.I. and Department of Justice, recognizing the validity
of Mr. Rodriguez's printed admission; to immediately arrest Mr.
Rodriguez for at least harboring a known fugitive and obstruction
of justice, and that authorities hold Mr. Rodriguez without bail
pending either criminal prosecution in the U.S. or extradition to
Venezuela for prosecution; 2) Mr. Posada's immediate arrest either
in the U.S. or El Salvador and the utilization of all requisite
legal means to extradite Mr. Posada to Venezuela for prosecution;
3) the F.B.I. and Department of Justice to investigate Mr. Rodriguez's
links to the "Miami benefactor" who financed Mr. Posada's escape
from Venezuelan confinement and prosecute or extradite for prosecu-
tion any and all persons involved in related illegal acts; and &)
Congress, the F.B.I. and Department of Justice to investigate Vice
President Bush and his aides regarding their participation in and
dealings with this matter and its principals to determine if anyone

else has harbored Mr. Posada, obstructed justice or committed

misprison of a felony.
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Opinion Page Editor
September 15, 1988
Page Four

Thank you for serving the public by printing the September 5,

1988 article.

Sincerely,

3 Todd Hotchkiss
Indianapolis
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