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LOS ANGELES, April 25—Classi-
fied documents allegedly sold to the
« Sovlet Union by accused spy Christo-

pher Boyce may have only been
«:meant to provide the Russians with
«~ purposely misleading “disinforma-
& tlon” and were not essential to na-
» tional security, former CIA agent Vic-
¢ tor Marchetti testified today.
** Marchetti, co-author of the c-
+ versidl book “The CIA and the Cult of
« Intelligence,” appeared as the final
= scheduled defense witness in the fed-
« eral trial of Boyce, 24, who along with
» 'Andrew Lee, 25, ic charged with sell-
« ing classifieed documents about the
» CIA’s “Pyramider” ecommunications
7 project to Soviet agenlts.
*-  Marchetti’s testimony was secured
« to support the contention of Boyee's
~. lawyer, William Dougherty, that the
. Pyramider documents were not of a
= high national security nature and thus
« do not merit Boyce’s prosecution un-
w der the espionage act. Boyee and Lee
« are the first persons charged under
% 'the act—which carries a possible life
@ sentence—since the 1953 convictions
& of Ethel and Jullus Rosenberg.

s Marchetti, 47, an einployee of the

:j Central Intelligence Agency from
w 1855 to 1069, says he first heard of Py-
¥ ramider while serving in the CIA
budget office in 1968. The program, he
“_said, at that time involved putting
& satellite into orbit to serve as a com-
# munications link between CIA agents
win unfriendly nations ad CIA head-
" quarters at Lanlgley, Va. h
Boyce and Lee are accused of sell-
= ing the Soviets information on a $66.-
4 000 study conducted in 1972 at TRW,
~Inc., a large Redondo Beach, Calif.,
& electvonics firm, For an estimated
*, 870,000, the government claimed,
=~ Boyce, a documents clerk at TRW
 and son of a former FBI agent, smug-
% gled Pyramider documents to alleged
co-conspirator Lee, who then handed
# them over to Soviet officials.

Today Marchetti said Pyramider
was from the beginning a “flimsy
concept.” His superiors at CIA never
* did have much faith in it Marchetti
said of the project, long since
« dropped. “They questioned if it was
feasible at all.”

Marchetti said his CIA superiors
considered Pyramider an attractive
way “to show our ingenuity” to the
‘ congressional committee controiling
their budget: “Even if it didn’t work
well, we thought it might get our bud-
get passed.”

. Marchetti claimed that Pyramider
Was considered valuable also as a pos-
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; sible vehicle for feeding “disinforma-
~otion” to unwitting Soviet agents, “It
=-Could be used to send phony data
* down to where the Soviets would go
= bananas trying to figure out what
“-the information meant—when it ac-
tually meant nothing. It was a confu.
' sionlike disinformation,” he said.
i Under cross-examination by Assist-
".ant 1U.S.. Attorney Joe Levine, Mar-
«-chettl acknowledged that Pyramider
. had changed between the time he was
* in the CIA and the period of Boyce's
alleged document sale, The TRW
» Study, for instance, concerned a proj-
4-ect with three stationary satellites as
% opposed to the original proposal in-
~ volving a single orbiting one.
% Bhortly after dismissing Marchetti
< from the stand, Judge Robert Kelle-
% her cleared the court of press, public
J'and jurors. After a brief conference
= with attorneys, Kelleher announced
.. that the trial would continue and
“ probably conclude Tuesday.
~_The trial of Andrew Lee, who is
* charged with actually passing the doc-
7 uments to the Soviet agents, is sched-
* uled to begin Wednesday morning,
.following the Boyce proceedings. _
*_ Lee and Boyce were arrested on es-
-~ pionage charges last December. While
* ihe cases against them appear to be
; basically the same, their lawyers have
split since Boyce's trial began less
& than two weeks ago. Lee's altorney,
" Kenneth Kahn, accused the Boyce at-

torneys today of presenting a weak
case and charged them with being
part of a CIA-directed plot to protect
other CIA activities. y

+“There's no question about it, the
CIA is running this trial,” Kahn said
after today’s proceedings. ‘They're
Tunning Boyee through first in order
to make our case look weak” Kahn
accused Boyce, who has been sitting
impassively throughout, of being him-
self an agent of the CIA.

Like Boyce's attorney, Kahn has
subpoenaed Marchetti, Marchetti is )
also working as a consultant in the
Baltimore trial of Edwin G. Moore 1I,
a former CIA emplovee accused of at-
tempting to sell classified material to
the Svoiet Union.

Marchettl, who reqiires and has ob-
tained CIA clearance to testify at
these trials, wonders whether his for-
mer employers have a hidden motive
for allowing his testimony, “T'm begin.
ning to get a bit uncomnfortabie abour
this,” Marchettl said after today’s
court sesson. “Maybe they want to
hurt my credibility by having me rush
to the defense of every rolten red
pinko and defector they can find.”



