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The story of the 
most spectacular and 

costly espionage mission 
ever conducted by the CIA 

For the first time, a participant in the top-
secret half-billion-dollar operation tells 
how the CIA planned to retrieve a sunken 
Soviet submarine (so deeply buried the 
Russians couldn't even find it)—the most 
daring intelligence coup of the century. 
Here are all the behind-the-scenes details 
of the Hughes Glomar Explorer mission: 
the incredible technical skill involved, 
how the crew was recruited and trained, 
what we learned of Russian secret codes 
and technology, the near-confrontation 
with Soviet ships—a sensational, head-
line-making event that. to this day, neither 
Russia nor the U.S. will talk about. 


