
4/19/11 
Lear 2d, 

Several houro of outaido work so tired o that I got to read ti to 
ArguodaY3 Chapter tonight, for I wan rally tou tiroo for aNithing else. 

If io fascinating, and I'm glad to have Jo,,o, I had the essence of this .:tory in 
COUP several years ago, but not in this detail. in fact, oaten of this detj.1 
was unknown to me. 

There is nothinc in it not consistent oith what i hao, either. 

Fascinating when one considers the alleged boastic by the CIA of ito 
control over US elections. That'n tho part I'd 1.1.ko to :ot from 

Have you red "The Drug Store Liberal", by the way? Two of 	closest were so connected, and one prosontly has great influnnco with and is on the 
board of the Educational TV station in Wafthington. 

Not doe any of the Beamingly farout seem at all imposciblo to me. 
Thetis the way they do work, these are the kinds of things they do try to 
do, and the nLithods are the traditional ones. Lothing, excoptional. This is 
also true of th,b soupidities. They Uepc'nd on their wealth and powor, and 
thus an not doVeloo the subtleties of other agencio74  ::on of wh±oh have ;aver 
ben mile, to pull stuff on th5.5 setae. 

They usually ha.! the heft with the major oleilia to cover thelveo, bit 
the smaller pap ors were ruportiag their operatioda rather regularly. For 
example, in Guiana. The whole opoomtion involving the A21,, Seraphino Roirualdi 
{who I knew), ioveoton, -Ace, was roportod— an later confirmed by Schlesinger. And .tike Washin8ton Pont export who also r..ported this and similar things, osp. in the Dominican Republic, got a year of sabatical and his contract wrap not 

reviewed, an I'm sur-  he know when he left. 

Matter of fact, the Post has just eo.corpted :Lams' speech and heC. an editorial box of bin and the Agency's groat dedication to detionavacy. Did you see one paper make mention of the fact that, aside fron whether what he said was honest and truthful of not (as it in cases was not, an in important cases), he made 
no reference to anything byt the gathering of intelligence? hothiac of the 
Dopartment of Dirty tricks, of all the covert aotivitieo, the violence, 
assassinations, otn. They are known, ao in S2 Asia, an have reeently been 
very prour3romit1y in UT?. to ::s, all uelia. But the papers took his crap and 
played it strAEht. If there hao been a zinoic pointed c000nt, I've not 
soon or heard of it. 

Thus, thu hoot of possible yorlds. 

thnks, 
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T
oday, posters and placards displaying C

he's portrait and 
th

e slo
g

an
 "C

h
e liv

es" ap
p

ear in
 stu

d
en

t d
o

rm
ito

ries an
d

 
at stu

d
en

t d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s in

 alm
o
st ev

ery
 m

ajo
r city

 in
 

th
e w

o
rld

. T
h
e C

h
e th

at o
n
e sees o

n
 th

ese p
o
sters an

d
 

p
lacard

s is a h
ero

ic fig
u
re, w

ith
 th

e u
n
m

istak
ab

le b
eard

, 
beret, and piercing eyes that everyone now

 associates w
ith 

this legendary revolutionary. H
ow

ever, the haunting face 
th

at p
eers o

u
t fro

m
 th

ese m
ass-p

ro
d

u
ced

 p
o

rtraits so
m

e-
how

 seem
s to com

bine in one hum
an countenance all the 

races of m
ankind. H

is eyes and m
oustache appear A

siatic, 
w

hile the darkness of his com
plexion seem

s N
egroid, and 

th
e sh

ap
e o

f h
is n

o
se an

d
 ch

eek
s d

istin
ctiv

ely
 E

u
ro

p
ean

. 
P

erh
ap

s th
is p

artially
 ex

p
lain

s w
h
y
 h

e h
as b

eco
m

e th
e ' 

id
o

l o
f stu

d
en

ts an
d

 rad
ical in

tellectu
als in

 ev
ery

 co
n

-
tin

en
t, an

d
 w

h
y

, fo
r ex

am
p

le, h
is face is th

e o
n

ly
 w

h
ite 

o
n
e to

 ap
p
ear o

n
 p

o
sters alo

n
g
sid

e th
o
se o

f M
u
h
am

m
ad

 
A

ll an
d

 M
alco

lm
 X

 in
 th

e b
lack

 g
h

etto
s o

f th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. 
S

in
ce h

is d
eath

, C
h
e h

as b
eco

m
e a p

o
p
u
lar h

ero
 an

d
 a 

sy
m

b
o

l o
f reb

ellio
n

 o
n

 a w
o

rld
-w

id
e scale. In

 a sen
se, 

a cult has developed around his rom
antic im

age. T
he rea-

so
n
s fo

r th
is are o

f co
n
sid

erab
le im

p
o
rtan

ce, fo
r th

ey
 tell 

2
0
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P
erhaps the m

ost incredible aspect of the story surround-
in

g
 C

h
e's g

u
errilla o

p
eratio

n
 in

v
o

lv
es th

e p
u

b
licatio

n
 o

f 
his cam

paign diary. F
ollow

ing his capture and execution, 
the B

arrientos governm
ent decided to sell C

he's diary to 
th

e p
u
b
lish

er w
illin

g
 to

 p
ay

 th
e h

ig
h
est p

rice. H
o
w

ev
er, 

w
hile the B

olivians w
ere negotiating the sale of the diary, 

the C
uban governm

ent m
ysteriously obtained a copy and 

released it through a series of publishing houses in L
atin 

A
m

erica, E
u

ro
p

e, an
d

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. B

y
 p

u
b

lish
in

g
 

th
e d

iary
 b

efo
re th

e B
o
liv

ian
s co

u
ld

 sell it, th
e C

u
b
an

 
g

o
v

ern
m

en
t w

as ab
le to

 sco
re a sig

n
ifican

t p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a 

v
icto

ry
 an

d
 g

reatly
 em

b
arrass th

e B
arrien

to
s reg

im
e. 

M
oreover, the question of how

 the C
ubans m

anaged to get 
a copy of the diary gave rise to serious doubts in B

olivia 
ab

o
u

t th
e in

teg
rity

 o
f th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 th
e arm

ed
 

forces. C
learly, som

eone in either the governm
ent or the 

m
ilitary

 h
ad

 p
laced

 a co
p
y
 o

f th
e "to

p
-secret" d

iary
 in

 
C

uban hands. 
O

n
 Ju

ly
 r, 1

9
6
8
, C

h
e's d

iary
 w

as m
ad

e p
u
b
lic in

 
H

avana, and w
ithin a few

 days it w
as distributed by pro-

C
u
b
an

 p
u
b
lish

ers in
 C

h
ile, M

ex
ico

, F
ran

ce, Italy
, W

est 
G

erm
an

y
, an

d
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. A
 few

 w
eek

s later, o
n
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July 19, A
ntonio A

rguedas, m
inister of internal affairs in 

th
e B

arrien
to

s g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, fled
 to

 C
h
ile an

d
 w

as d
e-

n
o

u
n

ced
 b

y
 G

en
eral O

v
an

d
o

 as th
e traito

r w
h

o
 h

ad
 p

ro
-

v
id

ed
 th

e C
u

b
an

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t w
ith

 a p
h

o
to

static co
p

y
 o

f 
C

he's diary. B
olivians w

ere stunned by the new
s, and m

ost 
of the population regarded A

rguedas' actions as a national 
disgrace. S

ince A
rguedas had been B

arrientos' right-hand 
m

an
, th

e w
h
o
le affair serio

u
sly

 u
n
d
erm

in
ed

 th
e p

u
b
lic's 

co
n

fid
en

ce in
 th

e B
arrien

to
s reg

im
e an

d
 w

ith
in

 tw
en

ty
-

four hours plunged the country into a grave political crisis 
th

at b
ro

k
e ap

art th
e co

alitio
n

 o
f p

arties w
h

ich
 h

ad
 p

re-
viously supported B

arrientos. A
t the sam

e tim
e, the three 

m
ain

 o
p

p
o

sitio
n

 p
arties (th

e S
o

cialist F
alan

g
e, th

e N
a-

tio
n
al R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 M
o
v
em

en
t, an

d
 th

e R
ev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 
P

arty
 o

f th
e N

atio
n
alist L

eft) issu
ed

 a m
an

ifesto
 callin

g
 

upon the B
arrientos governm

ent to resign. T
hey also called 

a m
ass d

em
o
n
stratio

n
 in

 th
e cap

ital o
n
 Ju

ly
 

2
0
, w

hich 
resu

lted
 in

 a v
io

len
t clash

 w
ith

 th
e p

o
lice an

d
 th

e d
eath

 
of a captain of the C

ivil G
uard. T

he leaders of the dem
on-

stratio
n

 w
ere arrested

, an
d

 B
arrien

to
s d

eclared
 a n

atio
n

-
w

ide state of em
ergency. H

e also called upon the peasant 
syndicates in the C

ochabam
ba area to com

e to his assist-
an

ce, an
d
 so

m
e fiv

e th
o
u
san

d
 arm

ed
 

cam
pesinos 

from
 

the C
ochabam

ba V
alley w

ere m
obilized and m

oved to the 
o
u
tsk

irts o
f th

e cap
ital. T

h
is ap

p
ears to

 h
av

e b
een

 th
e 

tu
rn

in
g

 p
o

in
t in

 th
e crisis; so

o
n

 th
ereafter B

arrien
to

s re- 
ceived expressions of public support from

 the various m
ili-

tary
 g

arriso
n

s th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e co
u

n
try

, as w
ell as sev

eral 
im

p
o
rtan

t p
o
litical g

ro
u
p
s. Iro

n
ically

, th
e crisis arisin

g
 

fro
m

 th
e p

u
b
licatio

n
 o

f C
h
e's d

iary
, an

d
 p

articu
larly

 
A

rguedas' part in the w
hole affair, cam

e close to toppling 
th

e B
arrien

to
s reg

im
e—

so
m

eth
in

g
 w

h
ich

 C
h

e's g
u

errilla 
o

p
eratio

n
 n

ev
er w

as ab
le to

 d
o

. 
B

u
t th

e A
rg

u
ed

as affair d
id

 n
o

t en
d

 th
ere. M

u
ch

 to
 

everyone's surprise, approxim
ately a m

onth after his flight, 
A

ntonio A
rguedas returned to B

olivia to stand trial for his 
actio

n
s. In

 C
h

ile, A
rg

u
ed

as h
ad

 p
u

b
lically

 d
eclared

 th
at 
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he w
anted to return to B

olivia to clear his nam
e. H

ow
ever, 

m
o

st B
o

liv
ian

s assu
m

ed
 A

rg
u

ed
as h

ad
 receiv

ed
 a larg

e 
sum

 of m
oney from

 the C
ubans in return for C

he's diary, 
so

 n
o

 o
n

e to
o

k
 serio

u
sly

 h
is an

n
o

u
n

ced
 in

ten
tio

n
 to

 re-
turn hom

e. T
his m

ade it all the m
ore surprising w

hen be 
d
id

 retu
rn

 to
 B

o
liv

ia, fo
llo

w
in

g
 a m

o
n
th

-lo
n
g
 o

d
y
ssey

 
w

h
ich

 to
o
k
 h

im
 to

 L
a P

az v
ia L

o
n
d
o
n
, N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, an
d
 

L
im

a. 
O

n A
ugust 17, the day of his return to B

olivia, A
rguedas 

w
as m

et at th
e airp

o
rt o

u
tsid

e L
a P

az b
y

 
a
 heavy police 

g
u
ard

 an
d
 a larg

e cro
w

d
 o

f B
o
liv

ian
 an

d
 in

tern
atio

n
al 

correspondents. W
hen his plane landed, the reporters at-

tem
p
ted

 to
 m

o
v
e o

n
to

 th
e co

n
crete w

h
ere th

e p
lan

e w
as 

due to halt but they w
ere stopped by the police. H

ow
ever, 

tw
o officials of the A

m
erican em

bassy, carrying cam
eras, 

w
ere allow

ed to pass through the police cordon, and this 
o
b
v
io

u
s d

iscrim
in

atio
n
 g

av
e rise to

 h
eated

 p
ro

tests fro
m

 
th

e rep
o
rters, w

h
o
 w

ere fin
ally

 allo
w

ed
 to

 m
o
v
e clo

ser. 
A

s th
e p

lan
e cam

e to
 a h

alt an
d

 th
e p

o
rtab

le stairw
ay

s 
w

ere w
heeled into position at the forw

ard and rear doors, 
a ren

ted
 car, esco

rted
 b

y
 sev

eral p
o
lice m

o
to

rcy
cles an

d
 

a jeep
, p

u
lled

 u
p
 in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e fo

rw
ard

 stairw
ay

. A
fter 

th
e o

th
er p

assen
g

ers o
n

 th
e p

lan
e h

ad
 d

isem
b

ark
ed

 v
ia 

the rear door, A
rguedas w

as escorted out of the front door 
an

d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e stairs in
to

 th
e w

aitin
g

 car b
y

 tw
o

 p
o

lice 
o

fficials. H
e w

as fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y

 a larg
e n

u
m

b
er o

f fo
reig

n
 

correspondents w
ho had flow

n w
ith him

 from
 L

im
a. A

r-
guedas w

as taken to the B
olivian national airline building, 

w
here he w

as allow
ed to m

eet w
ith his w

ife and one of his 
sons and then to talk w

ith the w
aiting crow

d of reporters. 
T

he press conference at the airport lasted exactly seven-
teen

 m
in

u
tes b

efo
re it w

as ab
ru

p
tly

 term
in

ated
 b

y
 th

e 
director of the C

rim
inal Investigations D

ivision. A
rguedas 

had just begun to reveal som
e of the activities of the C

IA
 

in
 B

o
liv

ia an
d
 h

is fo
rm

er ties w
ith

 th
is A

m
erican

 sp
y
 

organisation, w
hen the director suspended the conference 

on the grounds that there w
ere public disturbances in the 
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city
 an

d
 th

at it w
as th

erefo
re n

ecessary
 to

 tran
sp

o
rt th

e 
prisoner to safety im

m
ediately. T

hen, am
id protests from

 
b
o
th

 th
e rep

o
rters an

d
 A

rg
u
ed

as, th
e latter w

as fo
rcib

ly
 

rem
o
v
ed

 to
 an

o
th

er ro
o
m

 in
 th

e b
u
ild

in
g
. A

b
o
u
t fiv

e 
m

inutes later, a security agent w
earing A

rguedas' clothing 
w

as h
u
rried

ly
 ru

sh
ed

 in
to

 a car an
d
 d

riv
en

 aw
ay

 in
 th

e 
w

ak
e o

f a m
o
to

rcy
cle esco

rt. H
o
w

ev
er, th

e d
ecep

tio
n
 

failed
, an

d
 th

e rep
o

rters w
aited

 o
u

tsid
e th

e b
u

ild
in

g
 fo

r 
A

rg
u

ed
as to

 reap
p

ear. A
p

p
ro

x
im

ately
 a h

alf h
o

u
r later, 

th
e d

irecto
r o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

f th
e p

resid
en

cy
 ap

p
eared

 
an

d
 ad

m
itted

 to
 th

e p
ress th

at A
rg

u
ed

as w
as still in

 th
e 

b
u
ild

in
g
 b

u
t th

at h
e w

as p
ro

h
ib

ited
 fo

r th
e tim

e b
ein

g
 

fro
m

 m
ak

in
g

 an
y
 p

u
b
lic d

eclaratio
n
s. S

h
o

rtly
 th

ereafter, 
a police jeep arrived, and A

rguedas w
as taken to it under 

h
eav

y
 g

u
ard

. A
s h

e reach
ed

 th
e jeep

, h
e sh

o
u
ted

 at th
e 

reporters: "I d
em

an
d
 th

at th
e p

ress co
n
feren

ce b
e co

n
-

tin
u
ed

 in
 o

rd
er to

 ex
p
o
se th

e C
IA

." H
e w

as cu
t sh

o
rt 

b
y
 a v

io
len

t effo
rt o

n
 th

e p
art o

f h
is g

u
ard

s to
 p

u
sh

 h
im

 
in

to
 th

e jeep
. T

h
ey

 su
cceed

ed
 in

 fo
rcin

g
 h

im
 in

to
 it an

d
, 

together w
ith another police vehicle, it im

m
ediately sped 

aw
ay

 in
 th

e d
irectio

n
 o

f th
e city

. 
L

ater in
 th

e d
ay

, A
rg

u
ed

as w
as tak

en
 to the M

inistry 
o
f In

tern
al A

ffairs, an
d
 u

p
o
n
 in

stru
ctio

n
s fro

m
 th

e p
resi-

d
en

t, h
e w

as p
erm

itted
 to

 m
eet w

ith
 th

e p
ress a seco

n
d
 

tim
e. T

his tim
e he w

as allow
ed to answ

er approxim
ately 

th
irty

 q
u
estio

n
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e co
u
rse o

f an
 h

o
u
r an

d
 a h

alf. 
A

fterw
ard

s h
e w

as retu
rn

ed
 to

 h
is cell in

 th
e C

rim
in

al 
In

v
estig

atio
n
s D

iv
isio

n
 an

d
 n

o
t allo

w
ed

 to
 m

eet w
ith

 
the press again. 
A

rguedas revealed to the press that his association w
ith 

th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 b

eg
u
n
 in

 1
9
6
4
, sh

o
rtly

 after th
e M

N
R

 g
o
v
-

ernm
ent of P

az E
stenssoro w

as overthrow
n by the m

ilitary. 
A

t th
at tim

e, A
rg

u
ed

as w
as ap

p
o
in

ted
 to

 th
e h

ig
h
-lev

el 
ad

m
in

istrativ
e p

o
st o

f su
b
-secretary

 in
 th

e M
in

istry
 o

f 
In

tern
al A

ffairs. B
u
t tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s after h
is ap

p
o
in

tm
en

t, 
C

olonel E
dw

ard F
ox, the air attache in the U

.S
. E

m
bassy, 

in
fo

rm
ed

 A
rg

u
ed

as th
at if h

e co
n
tin

u
ed

 in
 o

ffice, th
e 
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U
nited S

tates governm
ent w

ould suspend all econom
ic as-

sistan
ce to

 B
o

liv
ia an

d
 tak

e d
rastic m

easu
res ag

ain
st its 

governm
ent. T

he reason given w
as A

rguedas' past m
em

ber-
sh

ip
 in

 th
e B

o
liv

ian
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
. In

 o
rd

er to
 av

o
id

 
any trouble, A

rguedas resigned. H
ow

ever, several w
eeks 

later, h
e w

as ag
ain

 co
n

tacted
 b

y
 C

o
lo

n
el F

o
x

, w
h

o
 to

ld
 

him
 the U

.S
. governm

ent m
ight reconsider their opposition 

to
 h

im
 if h

e w
o
u
ld

 m
eet w

ith
 an

 A
m

erican
 d

ip
lo

m
at in

 
B

olivia. A
rguedas agreed, and C

olonel F
ox introduced him

 
to

 L
arry

 S
terfleld

, th
en

 th
e h

ead
 o

f th
e C

IA
 in

 B
o
liv

ia. 
S

terfield suggested to A
rguedas that he voluntarily undergo 

in
terro

g
atio

n
 o

u
tsid

e o
f B

o
liv

ia so
 th

at it co
u
ld

 b
e d

e-
term

in
ed

 w
h

eth
er o

r n
o

t h
e h

ad
 b

een
 a m

ilitan
t m

em
b

er 
o
f th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
 an

d
 w

h
eth

er o
r n

o
t th

e P
arty

 
had instructed him

 to infiltrate the new
 m

ilitary regim
e. 

In order to clear him
self w

ith the A
m

ericans, A
rguedas 

ag
reed

 to
 g

o
 to

 L
im

a fo
r sev

eral d
ay

s o
f in

ten
siv

e in
ter-

ro
g
atio

n
 b

y
 th

e C
IA

. In
 L

im
a, h

e w
as ex

p
o
sed

 to
 th

ree 
days of interview

s and interrogation w
ith the use of a lie 

d
etecto

r. O
n

 th
e fo

u
rth

 d
ay

, h
e w

as in
terro

g
ated

 w
h

ile 
u
n
d
er th

e in
flu

en
ce o

f d
ru

g
s. W

h
en

 h
e reco

v
ered

, th
e 

C
IA

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
ey

 w
ere co

n
v
in

ced
 h

e h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 a 

m
ilitan

t m
em

b
er o

f th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
, n

o
r h

ad
 h

e 
been instructed by the P

arty to infiltrate the new
 govern-

m
en

t in
 B

o
liv

ia. A
s far as th

ey
 w

ere co
n

cern
ed

, h
e w

as 
free to resum

e his duties in the M
inistry of Internal A

ffairs. 
A

rg
u
ed

as retu
rn

ed
 to

 L
a P

az an
d
 w

as reap
p
o
in

ted
 to

 
h
is p

o
st in

 th
e m

in
istry

. H
o
w

ev
er, as tim

e w
en

t b
y
, th

e 
C

IA
 ask

ed
 h

im
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e th
em

 w
ith

 v
ario

u
s k

in
d
s o

f 
inform

ation to w
hich he had access in his position. L

ater 
o
n
, th

ey
 to

ld
 h

im
 th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 see th
at h

e b
ecam

e 
the 

n
ex

t m
in

ister o
f in

tern
al affairs. T

h
ey

 p
ro

m
ised

 to
 

p
raise h

im
 in

 all th
e rig

h
t circles an

d
 to

 p
resen

t h
im

 as 
th

e id
eal p

erso
n

 fo
r th

is im
p

o
rtan

t p
o

st. S
o

o
n

 articles 
b
eg

an
 ap

p
earin

g
 in

 th
e n

ew
sp

ap
ers co

n
cern

in
g
 th

e m
ar-

velous job A
rguedas w

as doing. In addition, the A
m

ericans  
around P

resident B
arrientos began praising A

rguedas. T
he 
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president assum
ed that A

rguedas had becom
e friends w

ith 
th

e A
m

erican
s th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is w
o
rk

 in
 th

e M
in

istry
, an

d
 

largely because the A
m

ericans thought so highly of A
rgue-

das, B
arrientos appointed him

 m
inister of internal affairs. 

A
t that tim

e, the C
IA

 invited A
rguedas to visit W

ashington 
and gave him

 sixty-five hundred dollars for traveling ex-
p

en
ses. In

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

, th
ey

 b
riefed

 h
im

 o
n

 th
e p

o
licies 

o
f th

e v
ario

u
s L

atin
 A

m
erican

 co
u
n
tries an

d
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
revolutionary activities and shortcom

ings of F
idel C

astro's 
regim

e in C
uba. E

vidently, they w
anted to ensure that his 

outlook on L
atin A

m
erican affairs conform

ed w
ith theirs. 

A
fter he becam

e m
inister of internal affairs, A

rguedas' 
relations w

ith the C
IA

 assum
ed a totally different charac-

ter. A
ccording to A

rguedas, under the threat of blackm
ail 

th
ey

 fo
rced

 h
im

 to
 carry

 o
u

t a v
ariety

 o
f activ

ities w
h

ich
 

served their interests. T
hrough him

, he claim
ed, they took 

co
n

tro
l o

f th
e m

o
st im

p
o

rtan
t o

p
eratio

n
s in

 h
is m

in
istry

, 
in

 p
articu

lar th
e state in

tellig
en

ce serv
ice. T

h
is in

 tu
rn

 
allo

w
ed

 th
em

 to
 in

filtrate ag
en

ts in
to

 m
an

y
 o

f B
o
liv

ia's 
p
o
litical p

arties an
d
 to

 co
n
tro

l th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 p

resen
ted

 
to

 th
e p

resid
en

t an
d

 th
e cab

in
et o

n
 m

atters o
f in

tern
al 

secu
rity

. N
atu

rally
, th

is arran
g

em
en

t also
 g

av
e th

e C
IA

 
access to

 all o
f B

o
liv

ia's state secrets. 
A

rg
u

ed
as also

 rev
ealed

 th
at th

e C
IA

 g
av

e h
im

 m
o

n
ey

 
to

 co
rru

p
t v

ario
u

s B
o

liv
ian

 lead
ers. H

e to
ld

 th
e p

ress o
f 

an
 in

stan
ce in

 w
h
ich

 th
e C

IA
 g

av
e h

im
 tw

en
ty

-fiv
e h

u
n
-

d
red

 d
o
llars to

 o
b
tain

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 fro

m
 an

 im
p
o
rtan

t 
u
n
io

n
 lead

er ab
o
u
t th

e co
n
tacts b

e h
ad

 m
ad

e o
n
 a recen

t 
trip

 to
 C

h
in

a an
d
 v

ario
u
s o

th
er so

cialist co
u
n
tries. O

n
 

this particular occasion, the individual concerned refused 
to

 b
e b

o
u

g
h

t. H
o

w
ev

er, A
rg

u
ed

as m
ad

e it clear th
at a 

g
o

o
d

 m
an

y
 o

th
er in

d
iv

id
u

als w
ere co

m
p

ro
m

ised
 in

 th
is 

m
anner. A

rguedas also claim
ed that the C

IA
 had charged 

h
im

 w
ith

 th
e task

 o
f d

estro
y

in
g

 th
e rep

u
tatio

n
 o

f th
e co

-
d

irecto
r o

f B
o

liv
ia's b

est n
ew

sp
ap

er, 
P

resencia. It seem
s 

that the new
spaperm

an in question had organized a civic 
g
ro

u
p
 to

 carry
 o

u
t a cam

p
aig

n
 o

f co
m

m
u
n
ity

 d
ev

elo
p
- 
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rer 
m

en
t in

 th
e ru

ral areas. F
o
r so

m
e reaso

n
 th

is g
reatly

 
alarm

ed
 th

e h
ead

 o
f th

e C
IA

 in
 B

o
liv

ia, an
d

 h
e g

av
e 

A
rg

u
ed

as m
o

n
ey

 to
 em

p
lo

y
 p

eo
p

le to
 p

ain
t o

n
 th

e w
alls 

aro
u

n
d

 L
a P

az sig
n

s w
h

ich
 g

av
e th

e im
p

ressio
n

 th
at th

e 
new

spaperm
an w

as organizing his ow
n political party in-

stead of a civic group. T
he C

IA
 also gave A

rguedas m
oney 

to
 fu

rth
er d

iscred
it th

e n
ew

sp
ap

erm
an

 b
y
 in

v
o
lv

in
g
 h

im
 

in un escdndalo de frau&
 ("a scandal of skirts"). 

A
ccording to A

rguedas, during the tim
e he w

as in office 
the C

IA
 intervened extensively in B

olivian affairs. T
hey 

sp
read

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 w

h
ich

 u
n

d
erm

in
ed

 th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t's 

attem
p
ts to

 n
eg

o
tiate cred

it in
 F

ran
ce. T

h
ey

 recru
ited

 
agents from

, and infiltrated, nearly all of the m
ajor political 

parties and governm
ent agencies in the country. T

hey also 
gave assistance to the m

ilitary or political careers of those 
persons w

hom
 they w

ere interested in advancing. M
ore-

over, it is extrem
ely interesting to note that the head of the 

C
IA

 m
issio

n
 in

 B
o

liv
ia ask

ed
 A

rg
u

ed
as to

 g
iv

e Ju
an

 
L

echin (the outlaw
ed popular leader of the R

evolutionary 
P

arty
 o

f th
e N

atio
n
alist L

eft) a p
assp

o
rt u

n
d
er a false 

nam
e so that he could leave the country and travel abroad. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

 A
rg

u
ed

as d
id

 n
o

t say
 w

h
y

 th
e C

IA
 w

an
ted

 to
 

help L
echin leave the country, it seem

s clear that L
echin 

had m
ade som

e kind of deal w
ith the C

IA
. 

B
ecause L

echin w
as an enem

y of the B
arrientos regim

e 
and a w

anted m
an, A

rguedas refused to give the C
IA

 the 
passport. H

is obstinacy created friction betw
een him

 and 
th

e C
IA

 ch
ief, w

h
ich

 in
creased

 as tim
e w

en
t b

y
. A

p
-

parently, his relations w
ith the C

IA
 w

ere further estranged 
w

h
en

, u
n
d
er h

is o
rd

ers, th
e B

o
liv

ian
 p

o
lice b

ro
k
e u

p
 an

 
underground spy netw

ork w
hich they thought w

as being 
ru

n
 b

y
 th

e p
ro

-P
ek

in
g
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists. F

o
llo

w
in

g
 th

e an
-

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t b

y
 A

rg
u
ed

as th
at th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
ad

 u
n
-

co
v
ered

 a p
ro

-P
ek

in
g
 sp

y
 n

etw
o
rk

, h
e w

as an
g
rily

 in
-

fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 H

u
g
o
 M

u
rray

, th
e C

IA
 ag

en
t w

h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 

m
o

st clo
sely

 w
ith

 h
im

, th
at th

e n
etw

o
rk

 b
elo

n
g

ed
 to

 th
e 

C
IA

. T
he C

IA
, not content w

ith controlling the B
olivian 
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in
tellig

en
ce ap

p
aratu

s, h
ad

 o
rg

an
ized

 th
eir o

w
n

 in
telli-

g
en

ce n
etw

o
rk

 u
n

d
er th

e cam
o

u
flag

e o
f a p

ro
-P

ek
in

g
 

operation. 
W

hen C
he's guerrillas w

ere discovered in the southeast, 
th

e h
ead

 o
f th

e C
IA

 m
issio

n
 in

 B
o
liv

ia called
 A

rg
u
ed

as 
an

d
 in

fo
rm

ed
 h

im
 th

at h
e w

as sen
d

in
g

 h
im

 so
m

e "ad
-

v
isers." A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 A

rg
u

ed
as, th

e C
IA

 ch
ief to

ld
 h

im
 

that their presence w
as required because of the ineffective-

n
ess o

f B
o

liv
ia's secu

rity
 ag

en
ts. A

 few
 d

ay
s later, fo

u
r 

C
uban exiles arrived and assum

ed "advisory" positions in 
A

rg
u
ed

as' m
in

istry
. W

ith
in

 a sh
o
rt tim

e, th
e B

o
liv

ian
 

officials in the m
inistry began to refer to these C

ubans as 
gusanos (w

orm
s), the nam

e com
m

only used by pro-C
astro 

C
ubans to refer to opponents of the regim

e. O
ne of these 

gusanos, w
ho w

ent by the nam
e of G

abriel G
arcia G

arcia, 
proceeded to operate com

pletely on his ow
n. W

ithout con-
su

ltin
g

 A
rg

u
ed

as, h
e set u

p
 tw

o
 h

o
u

ses o
f in

terro
g

atio
n

 
w

here B
olivians suspected of w

orking w
ith the guerrillas 

w
ere b

ro
u
g
h
t fo

r q
u
estio

n
in

g
. A

rg
u
ed

as d
id

 n
o
t fin

d
 o

u
t 

ab
o
u
t th

is u
n
til h

e receiv
ed

 rep
o
rts th

at B
o
liv

ian
 citizen

s 
w

ere b
ein

g
 in

terro
g
ated

 an
d
 in

 so
m

e cases to
rtu

red
 b

y
 

fo
reig

n
 ag

en
ts at b

o
th

 p
laces. H

e b
ecam

e fu
rio

u
s an

d
 

notified the C
IA

 that he w
ould not perm

it this sort of thing 
to continue. 

A
ccording to A

rguedas, the situation grew
 w

orse a few
 

m
o
n
th

s later, w
h
en

 th
e C

IA
 ask

ed
 h

im
 to

 in
flu

en
ce th

e 
outcom

e of a law
suit brought against an A

m
erican m

ining 
com

pany by the state-ow
ned B

olivian M
ining C

orporation. 
A

rg
u
ed

as claim
s th

e C
IA

 to
ld

 h
im

 it w
as n

ecessary
, in

 
o
rd

er to
 g

u
aran

tee p
riv

ate in
itiativ

e in
 B

o
liv

ia, th
at th

e 
C

ourt decide in favor of the A
m

erican m
ining firm

. H
ow

-
ever, it seem

s that A
rguedas had received specific instruc- 

tio
n
s fro

m
 th

e p
resid

en
t to

 en
su

re th
at th

e C
o
u
rt's d

eci- 
sio

n
 w

as co
rrect. A

s a resu
lt, A

rg
u
ed

as in
fo

rm
ed

 th
e 

public prosecutor that if any irregularities occurred in the 
suit against the A

m
erican firm

, he w
ould bring the prose-

cutor before the S
uprem

e C
ourt. In the end, the decision, 
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193 
reach

ed
 in

 acco
rd

an
ce w

ith
 th

e law
, w

en
t ag

ain
st th

e 
A

m
erican

 co
m

p
an

y
. T

h
is in

d
icated

 to
 th

e C
IA

 th
at A

r-
guedas w

as escaping from
 their control. 

O
n June 13, 1968, A

rguedas w
as celebrating his birth-

d
ay

, w
h

en
 h

e receiv
ed

 a call fro
m

 th
e h

ead
 o

f th
e C

IA
 

m
issio

n
 in

 B
o
liv

ia, w
h
o
 to

ld
 A

rg
u
ed

as to
 co

m
e to

 h
is 

h
o
u
se so

 th
at h

e co
u
ld

 co
n
g
ratu

late h
im

. T
h
is o

ffen
d
ed

 
A

rguedas; he considered the call an affront and did not go 
to

 th
e h

o
u
se o

f th
e C

IA
 ch

ief. H
o
w

ev
er, th

e n
ex

t d
ay

, 
o

n
e o

f th
e C

IA
 ag

en
ts cam

e to
 A

rg
u

ed
as an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
 

th
at h

is ch
ief w

as u
p

set o
v

er th
e fact th

at A
rg

u
ed

as h
ad

 
failed to visit him

. H
e said that his superior had a present 

for A
rguedas w

hich had been sent from
 the U

nited S
tates 

and that he should go to receive it. R
eluctantly, A

rguedas 
d
ecid

ed
 to

 g
o
, in

 o
rd

er to
 av

o
id

 an
y
 m

o
re frictio

n
 w

ith
 

the A
m

ericans. 
A

rguedas received the present, chatted for a w
hile w

ith 
h

is h
o

st, an
d

 th
en

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e m

in
istry

, w
h

ere h
e 

o
p

en
ed

 th
e p

ack
ag

e. It co
n

tain
ed

 a p
isto

l, a b
elt an

d
 

h
o
lster, an

d
 th

ree p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
s. O

n
e o

f th
e p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

s 
w

as of F
idel C

astro, the second w
as of C

he G
uevara, and 

the third w
as a photograph of R

aul C
astro receiving am

-
m

u
n

itio
n

 fro
m

 a C
u

b
an

 g
u

errilla. A
rg

u
ed

as in
terp

reted
 

th
ese item

s as a b
lack

m
ail th

reat. H
e b

eliev
ed

 th
is w

as 
the C

IA
's w

ay of telling him
 that if he did not do exactly 

as th
ey

 o
rd

ered
 h

im
 to

 d
o

 in
 th

e fu
tu

re, th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
him

 denounced as a C
astroite. T

his infuriated A
rguedas, 

and in the heat of the m
om

ent he resolved to take venge-
an

ce ag
ain

st th
e C

IA
. U

n
d

er th
e g

lass to
p

 o
n

 h
is d

esk
 

w
as a E

u
ro

p
ean

 ad
d
ress w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 fo
u
n
d
 o

n
 o

n
e 

o
f th

e g
u

errillas k
illed

 in
 L

a H
ig

u
era. T

h
is ad

d
ress h

ad
 

been used by them
 as a term

inal from
 w

hich com
m

unica-
tions could be sent to C

uba. A
rguedas w

rote this address 
o
n
 a larg

e m
an

ila en
v
elo

p
e an

d
 p

laced
 in

sid
e a set o

f 
photographic negatives of C

he's diary w
hich he had had 

m
ad

e so
m

e tim
e earlier w

h
en

 th
e C

IA
 g

av
e h

im
 C

h
e's 

diary. Inside the envelope he inserted a brief note to F
idel 
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C
astro in w

hich he said that he w
as a friend of the C

uban 
R

ev
o

lu
tio

n
 an

d
 th

at h
e w

as sen
d

in
g

 h
im

 a set o
f p

h
o

to
-

graphic negatives of C
he G

uevara's diary as a present. H
e 

said
 th

at F
id

el co
u

ld
 p

u
b

lish
 it w

h
en

ev
er b

e p
leased

 an
d

 
that he did not w

ant any financial com
pensation. 

A
fter h

e h
ad

 m
ailed

 th
e d

iary
, A

rg
u
ed

as in
fo

rm
ed

 
P

resid
en

t B
arrien

to
s o

f th
e d

istu
rb

in
g

 p
resen

t h
e h

ad
 re-

ceived from
 the C

IA
 chief. H

e asked B
arrientos to relieve 

him
 of his duties in order to avoid any further difficulties 

w
ith the A

m
ericans. H

ow
ever, B

arrientos refused to accept 
A

rguedas' resignation and prom
ised to look into the m

atter 
personally. T

he follow
ing clay, A

rguedas called the head 
of the C

IA
 m

ission and dem
anded an explanation. O

n the 
p

h
o

n
e, th

e C
IA

 ch
ief to

ld
 h

im
 th

at it w
as all a "jo

k
e." 

T
he pistol w

as intended as a present, and the photographs 
w

ere m
ean

t to
 b

e u
sed

 as targ
ets. 

A
 little o

v
er tw

o
 w

eek
s after A

rg
u

ed
as h

ad
 m

ailed
 h

is 
copy of C

he's diary to C
astro, the photographer w

ho had 
been em

ployed by A
rguedas m

any m
onths earlier to m

ake 
a p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

ic co
p

y
 o

f th
e d

iary
 cam

e to
 h

im
 an

d
 said

 
that he knew

 A
rguedas w

as the one w
ho had given C

astro 
C

h
e's d

iary
. T

h
e p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
er h

ad
 ju

st seen
 th

e C
u
b
an

 
ed

itio
n

 o
f C

h
e's d

iary
, w

h
ich

 co
n

tain
ed

 p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s o

f 
sev

eral p
ag

es o
f th

e real d
iary

, an
d
 h

e h
ad

 reco
g
n
ized

 
these illustrations as having been m

ade from
 the negatives 

h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 A
rg

u
ed

as. L
ater th

e sam
e d

ay
, A

rg
u

ed
as 

receiv
ed

 an
 u

rg
en

t telep
h
o
n
e call fro

m
 th

e C
IA

 ag
en

t 
n
am

ed
 G

arcia G
arcia, w

h
o
 said

 th
at h

e h
ad

 so
m

e v
ery

 
im

p
o
rtan

t in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 g
iv

e A
rg

u
ed

as an
d
 to

ld
 h

im
 to

 
m

eet him
 im

m
ediately at a certain bridge in L

a P
az. H

ow
-

ever, A
rguedas w

as suspicious. H
e concluded that the C

IA
 

h
ad

 d
isco

v
ered

 h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 C
astro

 h
is co

p
y

 o
f C

h
e's 

d
iary

, an
d

 th
at th

ey
 w

ere n
o

w
 in

ten
t u

p
o

n
 h

av
in

g
 h

im
 

gunned dow
n in the streets and placing the blam

e on leftist 
terrorists or one of the opposition parties. S

ince he had no 
in

ten
tio

n
 o

f d
y
in

g
 th

is w
ay

, h
e d

id
 th

e o
n
ly

 th
in

g
 left fo

r 
h

im
 to

 d
o

—
h

e fled
 th

e co
u

n
try

. 
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A
rg

u
ed

as, acco
m

p
an

ied
 b

y
 h

is b
ro

th
er, escap

ed
 to

 
C

h
ile b

y
 d

riv
in

g
 a jeep

 o
v
erlan

d
 acro

ss th
e alliplano to

 
the C

hilean border. T
here he asked the C

hilean authorities 
for political asylum

 (C
hile and B

olivia do not have diplo-
m

atic relations) and inform
ed them

 that the C
IA

 w
as in-

tent upon elim
inating him

. T
he C

hilean police im
m

ediately 
p
laced

 A
rg

u
ed

as u
n
d
er g

u
ard

 an
d
 to

o
k
 h

im
 to

 S
an

tiag
o
. 

H
ow

ever, m
uch to A

rguedas' surprise, he discovered that 
th

e C
h

ilean
 p

o
lice an

d
 th

e C
IA

 w
ere w

o
rk

in
g
 h

an
d
 in

 
hand. In S

antiago, he w
as questioned by a C

hilean police 
o

fficial n
am

ed
 S

efio
r Z

u
ffig

a an
d

 a C
IA

 ag
en

t n
am

ed
 

N
icolas L

eondiris (one of the agents w
ho had interrogated 

A
rg

u
ed

as in
 L

im
a fo

u
r y

ears earlier). A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 A
r-

g
u
ed

as, Z
u
fig

ia to
ld

 h
im

 th
at n

o
 o

n
e w

o
u
ld

 b
eliev

e h
is 

sto
ry

 ab
o

u
t th

e C
IA

 an
d

 th
at h

e co
u
ld

 m
ak

e a sizab
le 

fortune if he publicly accused G
eneral O

vando of having 
sold C

he's diary to C
uba. Z

uiiiga also told A
rguedas that 

th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 a co

u
p
 d

'6
tat in

 B
o
liv

ia an
d
 th

at th
e n

ew
 

president w
as G

eneral M
arcos V

asquez. (It is interesting 
th

at ab
o
u
t a m

o
n
th

 later G
en

eral V
asq

u
ez d

id
 m

ak
e an

 
unsuccessful attem

pt to seize pow
er from

 B
arrientos.) U

n-
less A

rguedas denounced O
vando, Z

uffiga assured him
 that 

they w
ould turn him

 over to G
eneral V

asquez, w
ho w

ould 
surely have him

 shot. H
ow

ever, A
rguedas refused to be-

lieve that a coup d'etat had taken place in B
olivia, and be 

refu
sed

 to
 d

en
o
u
n
ce an

y
o
n
e. H

e to
ld

 Z
u
ffig

a an
d
 L

eo
n
-

d
iris th

at h
e w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 fo

llo
w

 C
h

e G
u

ev
ara's 

ex
am

p
le an

d
 liv

e b
y
 th

e tru
th

. 
L

eondiris then told A
rguedas that if he w

ent ahead w
ith 

his plans to expose the C
IA

's activities in B
olivia, the C

IA
 

w
o

u
ld

 in
 fact en

g
in

eer a co
u

p
 d

'etat in
 B

o
liv

ia an
d

 see 
th

at h
is h

o
u
se an

d
 fam

ily
 w

ere attack
ed

. T
h
ese th

reats 
frightened A

rguedas, but he still refused to slander any of 
th

e B
o

liv
ian

 lead
ers. In

stead
, h

e m
ad

e a d
eal w

ith
 th

e 
C

IA
. In

 retu
rn

 fo
r n

o
t ex

p
o

sin
g

 th
e C

IA
's activ

ities in
 

B
olivia, A

rguedas exacted a guarantee from
 L

eondiris that 
th

e C
IA

 w
o
u
ld

 tak
e n

o
 actio

n
 ag

ain
st h

is fam
ily

 o
r th

e 

1 
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B
olivian governm

ent. M
oreover, A

rguedas also dem
anded 

that the C
IA

 w
ithdraw

 from
 B

olivia all of their agents, as 
w

ell as th
e A

ID
 ad

v
iso

ry
 p

erso
n
n
el in

 th
e v

ario
u
s m

in
is-

tries o
f th

e B
o
liv

ian
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 A

rg
u

ed
as, th

e C
IA

 ag
en

ts n
ev

er h
ad

 an
y

 
intention of carrying out their end o

f th
e b

arg
ain

, an
d
 h

e 
k

n
ew

 it. T
h

ey
 w

ere m
erely

 p
lay

in
g

 alo
n

g
 w

ith
 h

im
 u

n
til 

they could either buy him
 off, discredit him

, or elim
inate 

h
im

. H
e, o

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, w

as p
lay

in
g
 fo

r tim
e an

d
 th

e 
opportunity to return to B

olivia. A
s for the C

hileans, they 
w

an
ted

 A
rg

u
ed

as to
 leav

e C
h

ile as so
o

n
 as p

o
ssib

le. 
Z

uiliga told A
rguedas that C

hile needed A
m

erican aid and 
th

at th
ey

 w
ere afraid

 to
 p

erm
it h

im
 to

 stay
 in

 C
h

ile b
e-

cau
se h

e m
ig

h
t ex

p
lo

d
e at an

y
 m

o
m

en
t an

d
 p

u
b
licly

 ac-
cu

se th
e A

m
erican

s o
f all k

in
d

s o
f b

arb
arities, th

ereb
y

 
placing C

hile in an em
barrassing position vis-a-vis the U

.S
. 

G
overnm

ent. A
s a result, both Z

uiliga and L
eondiris sug-

g
ested

 to
 A

rg
u

ed
as th

at h
e g

o
 to

 eith
er C

u
b

a o
r F

ran
ce. 

A
rguedas, how

ever, knew
 that if he w

ent to either of these 
countries, w

hatever he m
ight later say about the C

IA
 could 

easily be dism
issed as anti-A

m
erican propaganda. T

here-
fo

re, h
e in

sisted
 o

n
 g

o
in

g
 to

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 an

d
 fin

ally
 g

o
t 

L
eondiris to obtain a visa for him

. A
rguedas assum

ed that 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e th

e safest p
lace fo

r h
im

 to
 g

o
 sin

ce 
th

e C
IA

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t d

are assassin
ate h

im
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. L
eo

n
d

iris, o
n

 th
e o

th
er h

an
d

, m
ad

e arran
g

em
en

ts 
for him

self and A
rguedas to fiy to N

ew
 Y

ork via L
ondon, 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 w

ith
 th

e h
o

p
e o

f p
ersu

ad
in

g
 A

rg
u

ed
as to

 g
o

 
fro

m
 L

o
n

d
o

n
 to

 eith
er F

ran
ce o

r C
u

b
a. 

A
rg

u
ed

as reach
ed

 L
o
n
d
o
n
 esco

rted
 b

y
 L

eo
n
d
iris an

d
 

a C
h
ilean

 p
o
lice ag

en
t n

am
ed

 O
scar P

izarro
. A

t L
o
n
d
o
n
 

airport, they w
ere isolated from

 the w
aiting reporters and 

telev
isio

n
 cam

eras an
d

 k
ep

t in
co

m
m

u
n

icad
o

 fo
r sev

eral 
h

o
u

rs b
y

 th
e B

ritish
 im

m
ig

ratio
n

 au
th

o
rities. A

cco
rd

in
g

 
to A

rguedas, he asked L
eondiris w

hy they w
ere being de-

tain
ed

 an
d

 w
h

y
, if th

eir ag
reem

en
t w

as to
 g

o
 to

 N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

, th
ey

 co
u

ld
 n

o
t sim

p
ly

 tak
e th

e n
ex

t flig
h

t to
 N

ew
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Y
ork. A

t this point, A
rguedas claim

s L
eondiris told him

 
th

at ev
en

 th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 its p

ro
b
lem

s. A
 sh

o
rt tim

e later, 
a B

ritish official handed A
rguedas a note in S

panish w
hich 

stated that he had entered the country illegally and could 
stay

 fo
r o

n
ly

 th
ree d

ay
s. T

h
en

 h
is p

assp
o
rt w

as stam
p
ed

 
an

d
 h

e an
d
 h

is tw
o
 esco

rts w
ere led

 to
 a tax

i w
aitin

g
 

o
u

tsid
e. T

h
e tax

i to
o

k
 th

e th
ree o

f th
em

 to
 th

e A
p

o
llo

 
H

o
tel, w

h
ere th

ey
 reg

istered
 u

n
d

er th
eir m

id
d

le n
am

es 
rath

er th
an

 th
eir su

rn
am

es. A
rg

u
ed

as co
u
ld

 n
o
t sp

eak
 

E
nglish and w

as com
pletely disoriented. H

e knew
 som

e-
th

in
g
 w

as u
p
 an

d
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 p

lay
 th

e situ
atio

n
 b

y
 ear. It 

w
as not long before L

eondiris again approached him
 about 

g
o

in
g

 to
 F

ran
ce. H

e refu
sed

, fearin
g

 th
at h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
difficulty returning to B

olivia once he w
as in F

rance and 
in

sisted
 th

at th
ey

 tak
e h

im
 to

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 as o

rig
in

ally
 

planned. M
eanw

hile, there w
as increasing pressure from

 
th

e H
o

u
se o

f C
o

m
m

o
n

s fo
r A

rg
u

ed
as to

 b
e b

ro
u

g
h

t o
u

t 
of hiding and allow

ed to speak. 
L

eo
n

d
iris w

as afraid
 ,A

rg
u

ed
as m

ig
h

t tell th
e B

ritish
 

public about the C
IA

's activities in B
olivia, in spite of the 

threats he had m
ade earlier to keep A

rguedas from
 talking 

in
 C

h
ile, W

ith
 b

o
th

 th
e B

ritish
 F

o
reig

n
 O

ffice an
d
 th

e 
C

u
b

an
 E

m
b

assy
 d

em
an

d
in

g
 to

 sp
eak

 w
ith

 A
rg

u
ed

as, 
L

eo
n
d
iris in

sisted
 th

at A
rg

u
ed

as g
iv

e h
im

 p
ro

o
f th

at h
e 

could be trusted not to break their earlier agreem
ent. B

e-
cau

se A
rg

u
ed

as w
an

ted
 to

 retu
rn

 to
 B

o
liv

ia, h
e assu

red
 

L
eondiris that he w

ould carry out his end of the bargain. 
A

s proof of his good intentions, he told L
eondiris w

here 
he had hidden a com

plete account of C
he's death given to 

h
im

 b
y
 S

erg
ean

t Jaim
e T

eran
, th

e so
ld

ier ch
o
sen

 to
 k

ill 
C

he. O
nce this w

as verified, L
eondiris allow

ed A
rguedas 

to speak by phone w
ith the B

ritish F
oreign O

ffice and the 
C

u
b

an
 an

d
 B

o
liv

ian
 em

b
assies. T

o
 all th

ree, A
rg

u
ed

as 
m

ad
e it clear th

at b
e w

as irrev
o
cab

ly
 d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 re-
tu

rn
 to

 B
o

liv
ia im

m
ed

iately
 in

 o
rd

er to
 stan

d
 trial fo

r 
his actions. 

A
lthough A

rguedas w
anted to return to B

olivia directly 
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fro
m

 L
o

n
d

o
n

, h
e claim

s th
e C

IA
 p

rev
ailed

 u
p

o
n

 h
im

 to
 

g
o
 to

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 first. A
p
p
aren

tly
, th

e C
IA

 still b
eliev

ed
 

th
ey

 co
u

ld
 p

ersu
ad

e A
rg

u
ed

as to
 g

iv
e u

p
 h

is p
lan

 to
 re-

tu
rn

 to
 B

o
liv

ia. A
rg

u
ed

as en
co

u
rag

ed
 th

em
 in

 th
is h

o
p
e 

in order to
 k

eep
 th

em
 fro

m
 tak

in
g

 d
rastic actio

n
 ag

ain
st 

him
. It is not clear w

hat took place once A
rguedas reached 

N
ew

 Y
ork. H

e spent several days there and then m
anaged 

to
 b

o
ard

 a flig
h
t to

 L
im

a, P
eru

. E
v
id

en
tly

, h
e m

u
st h

av
e 

d
eceiv

ed
 th

e C
IA

 in
to

 b
eliev

in
g
 h

e w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 stay
 in

 
L

im
a o

r th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 n
ev

er h
av

e allo
w

ed
 h

im
 to

 g
o
 th

ere. 
O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, p

erh
ap

s b
y

 th
is tim

e th
e C

IA
 w

as n
o

 
longer terribly w

orried about w
hat he m

ight say. T
hey had 

b
y
 th

is tim
e w

ith
d
raw

n
 th

eir ad
v
isers fro

m
 th

e B
o
liv

ian
 

M
in

istry
 o

f In
tern

al A
ffairs an

d
 rep

laced
 all th

e C
IA

 
personnel in B

olivia know
n to A

rguedas. M
oreover, they 

had successfully planted a considerable am
ount of infor-

m
atio

n
 in

 th
e L

atin
 A

m
erican

 p
ress w

h
ich

 d
ep

icted
 A

r-
g
u
ed

as as eith
er a traito

r o
r a m

ad
m

an
. T

h
u
s, th

ey
 p

ro
b
-

ab
ly

 assu
m

ed
 th

at an
y
th

in
g
 A

rg
u
ed

as m
ig

h
t say

 ab
o
u
t 

th
e C

IA
's activ

ities in
 B

o
liv

ia w
o
u
ld

 b
e rejected

 b
y
 th

e 
g
en

eral p
u
b
lic as th

e lies o
f a d

isrep
u
tab

le p
o
litician

. A
t 

an
y
 rate, A

rg
u
ed

as m
an

ag
ed

 to
 reach

 L
im

a, an
d
 m

u
ch

 
to

 ev
ery

o
n

e's su
rp

rise h
e p

ro
ceed

ed
 w

ith
 h

is an
n

o
u

n
ced

 
in

ten
tio

n
 to

 retu
rn

 to
 B

o
liv

ia. 
W

h
en

 A
rg

u
ed

as reach
ed

 L
im

a, h
e say

s th
at h

e d
is-

co
v
ered

 fo
r th

e first tim
e w

h
at th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 b
een

 d
o
in

g
 

to
 b

lack
en

 h
is im

ag
e sin

ce h
is d

ep
artu

re fro
m

 B
o

liv
ia a 

m
o
n
th

 earlier. H
e fo

u
n
d
 th

at th
e L

atin
 A

m
erican

 p
ress 

w
as presenting him

 as an incoherent, half-crazy politician 
w

ho had received a large sum
 of m

oney from
 the C

uban 
g

o
v

ern
m

en
t fo

r C
h

e's d
iary

. A
rg

u
ed

as also
 learn

ed
 fro

m
 

read
in

g
 so

m
e B

o
liv

ian
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers th

at th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 n

o
t 

fu
lfilled

 its p
art o

f th
e ag

reem
en

t. T
h
at is, h

e d
isco

v
ered

 
th

at th
ere h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 an

y
 w

ith
d

raw
al o

f th
e A

m
erican

 
ad

v
iso

ry
 p

erso
n

n
el in

 th
e v

ario
u

s m
in

istries o
f th

e B
o

-
liv

ian
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. A
t th

is p
o
in

t, A
rg

u
ed

as ap
p
aren

tly
 

called
 a C

IA
 co

n
tact in

 L
im

a an
d

 in
fo

rm
ed

 h
im

 th
at b

e- 
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cau
se th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 n
o

t fu
lfilled

 its ag
reem

en
t w

ith
 h

im
 

h
e th

erefo
re felt free to

 p
u

b
licly

 ex
p

o
se its activ

ities in
 

his country. H
e then inform

ed the B
olivian em

bassy and 
the press that he w

as returning to L
a P

az w
ithin the next 

few
 d

ay
s. F

ro
m

 th
is p

o
in

t o
n
, A

rg
u
ed

as w
as u

n
d
er co

n
-

stant guard by the P
eruvian police and w

as follow
ed every-

w
here he w

ent by a grow
ing throng of reporters. 

S
hortly before his departure from

 L
im

a, A
rguedas held 

a press conference in w
hich he denied having received any 

co
m

p
en

satio
n
 fo

r g
iv

in
g
 C

h
e's d

iary
 to

 th
e C

u
b
an

s. H
e 

also
 d

en
o
u
n
ced

 th
e C

IA
. H

e said
 that h

e h
ad

 k
ep

t q
u

iet 
u
n
til th

is p
o
in

t b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 m

ad
e an

 ag
reem

en
t w

ith
 

th
e C

IA
 in

 w
h
ich

 th
ey

 w
ere to

 leav
e h

is co
u
n
try

 in
 re-

tu
rn

 fo
r h

is silen
ce. H

e said
 th

at h
e h

ad
 also

 d
em

an
d

ed
 

th
at all th

e A
m

erican
 ad

v
iso

ry
 p

erso
n
n
el in

 B
o
liv

ia b
e 

w
ithdraw

n, and that in the future if the A
m

ericans w
anted 

to
 aid

 th
e B

o
liv

ian
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t th
ey

 sh
o
u
ld

 d
o
 so

 o
n
 a 

governm
ent-to-governm

ent basis. S
ince the C

IA
 had failed 

to
 co

m
p

ly
 w

ith
 th

ese co
n

d
itio

n
s, A

rg
u

ed
as to

ld
 th

e re-
p
o
rters th

at h
e w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 retu

rn
 to

 B
o
liv

ia an
d
 

tell th
e tru

th
 ab

o
u
t th

e C
IA

's in
v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 B

o
liv

ian
 

affairs. 
W

hen he arrived in B
olivia, A

rguedas further elaborated 
on his reason for returning hom

e. H
e claim

ed that he bad 
retu

rn
ed

 in
 o

rd
er to

 clear h
is co

n
scien

ce an
d

 face th
e 

consequences of his past actions. H
is exact w

ords w
ere: 

"I am
 n

o
t lo

o
k
in

g
 fo

r p
u
b
licity

. I o
n
ly

 w
an

t to
 tell th

e 
truth about everything that occurred in m

y career as sub-
secretary and m

inister of governm
ent, and alert not only 

th
e p

resen
t g

o
v

ern
m

en
t o

f B
o

liv
ia, b

u
t all th

e g
o

v
ern

-
m

en
ts o

f L
atin

 A
m

erica, as to
 h

o
w

 N
o
rth

 A
m

erican
 im

-
perialism

 underm
ines their intelligence services in order 

to introduce errors, to distort, to present a com
pletely dif-

feren
t p

ictu
re o

f reality
, to

 o
b
stru

ct th
eir eco

n
o
m

ic rela-
tions w

ith other states, and finally to keep them
 under its 

co
n

tro
l." H

e said
 h

e h
ad

 retu
rn

ed
 in

 o
rd

er to
 reg

ain
 h

is 
personal dignity by telling the truth at the m

om
ent w

hen 
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support of this assertion, he recounted how
 he had planted 

an article for the C
IA

 in the B
olivian press w

hich falsely 
reported that D

uda had been a S
oviet spy operating under 

orders to sabotage C
he's guerrilla operation. H

e predicted 
th

at articles slan
d
erin

g
 h

im
 w

o
u
ld

 co
n
tin

u
e to

 ap
p
ear in

 
th

e L
atin

 A
m

erican
 p

ress. N
ev

erth
eless, h

e said
 th

at h
e 

w
as co

n
ten

t w
ith

 h
av

in
g
 to

ld
 th

e tru
th

 ev
en

 if n
o
 o

n
e 

believed him
. 

A
rg

u
ed

as ex
p

ressed
 th

e o
p

in
io

n
 th

at am
o

n
g

 n
early

 all 
the political groups in B

olivia there w
as a grow

ing aw
are-

n
ess o

f th
e in

sid
io

u
s ro

le b
ein

g
 p

lay
ed

 b
y
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates in
 th

e p
o

litical an
d

 eco
n

o
m

ic life o
f th

e co
u

n
try

. 
M

oreover, he said that the disgrace of B
olivia's dependence 

upon the U
nited S

tates w
as contributing to increasing anti-

A
m

erican feeling and that the m
om

ent w
ould com

e w
hen 

the national conscience w
ould no longer tolerate A

m
erican 

in
terferen

ce in
 B

o
liv

ia's in
tern

al affairs. In
 fact, h

e p
re-

d
ieted

 th
at L

atin
 A

m
erica w

o
u

ld
 tu

rn
 in

to
 an

o
th

er V
iet-

n
am

 if A
m

erican
 im

p
erialism

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 to

 m
an

ip
u

late 
th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts, o
fficials, an

d
 in

stitu
tio

n
s o

f th
e L

atin
 

A
m

erican
 co

u
n

tries in
 acco

rd
an

ce w
ith

 its o
w

n
 selfish

 
interests. 

S
ev

eral tim
es d

u
rin

g
 h

is d
iscu

ssio
n

s w
ith

 th
e p

ress, 
A

rguedas expressed his faith in the young leaders of B
o-

livia's sm
all C

hristian D
em

ocratic P
arty, w

hom
 he charac-

terized
 as th

e h
o
p
e o

f th
e co

u
n
try

. H
e ex

h
o
rted

 all B
o
-

livian.s to listen to these young leaders and to unite behind 
th

em
 in

 d
efen

d
in

g
 B

o
liv

ia's n
atio

n
al d

ig
n

ity
 an

d
 so

v
er-

eig
n
ty

. H
o
w

ev
er, b

e m
ad

e it q
u
ite clear th

at h
e w

as o
p
-

p
o
sed

 to
 a fo

rcib
le o

v
erth

ro
w

 o
f th

e cu
rren

t reg
im

e. H
e 

said that coups lend them
selves to C

IA
 m

anipulation, and 
that the group w

hich successfully brings off a coup usually 
ends up being m

ore dependent upon the C
IA

 than its pred-
ecesso

r. F
o

r th
is reaso

n
, h

e said
 th

at th
e o

n
ly

 altern
ativ

e 
w

as a general election adm
inistered by an im

partial and 
autonom

ous com
m

ission com
posed of honest and respected 

civic leaders. B
ut even this, according to A

rguedas, w
as 

2
0

0
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it w
as m

o
st ap

p
ro

p
riate to

 d
o

 so
. In

 th
is reg

ard
, h

e re- 
m

in
d

ed
 th

e rep
o

rters o
f th

e fact th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 th
e 

fav
o

rite o
f b

o
th

 th
e A

m
erican

s an
d

 th
e m

o
st reactio

n
ary

 
elem

en
ts in

 th
e co

u
n
try

 p
rio

r to
 h

is sen
d
in

g
 C

h
e's d

iary
 

to
 C

astro
, an

d
 th

at h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 u
p

 a p
ro

m
isin

g
 p

o
litical 

career because of his disgust over the w
ay in w

hich A
m

eri-
can political and econom

ic interests had underm
ined B

o-
livia's national sovereignty. 

A
t the press conference follow

ing his return to B
olivia, 

A
rg

u
ed

as refu
ted

 th
e su

g
g
estio

n
 th

at b
e h

ad
 g

iv
e a co

p
y

 
o
f C

h
e's d

iary
 to

 C
astro

 b
ecau

se h
e w

as a C
astro

ite. H
e 

denied being either a C
astroite or a C

om
m

unist and stated 
that he w

as a nationalist first and a M
arxist second. W

ith 
regard to the accusation that he had received a large sum

 
of m

oney for the diary, A
rguedas angrily retorted that this 

w
as an

o
th

er o
f th

e C
IA

's in
sid

io
u
s attem

p
ts to

 d
iscred

it 
h
im

 b
y
 slan

d
er. H

e arg
u
ed

 th
at if it h

ad
 b

een
 m

o
n
ey

 h
e 

w
as after, it w

ould have been unnecessary for him
 to sell 

C
h

e's d
iary

 to
 th

e C
u

b
an

s. A
rg

u
ed

as p
o

in
ted

 o
u

t th
at as 

m
in

ister o
f in

tern
al affairs h

e co
u
ld

 h
av

e m
ad

e a fo
rtu

n
e 

in
 b

rib
es fro

m
 th

e A
m

erican
s if h

e b
ad

 w
an

ted
 to

 d
o

 so
. 

H
e said

 h
e h

ad
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts h
id

d
en

 o
u
tsid

e th
e co

u
n
try

 
w

hich., am
ong other things, proved that an A

m
erican en- 

gineering firm
 (w

hich he nam
ed) had offered him

 a bribe 
o

f o
n

e an
d

 a h
alf m

illio
n

 d
o

llars to
 see th

at th
ey

 w
ere 

aw
ard

ed
 a g

o
v
ern

m
en

t co
n
tract fo

r th
e co

n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f 
tw

o new
 highw

ays. In other w
ords, he argued that he had 

rejected
 b

rib
es o

f m
u

ch
 g

reater am
o

u
n

ts th
an

 th
e fiv

e 
hundred thousand dollars it w

as rum
ored he had received 

fro
m

 th
e C

u
b
an

s. 
W

h
en

 ask
ed

 w
h
eth

er h
e w

as n
o
t afraid

 th
at th

e C
IA

 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
im

 assassin
ated

, A
rg

u
ed

as an
sw

ered
 th

at if 
the C

IA
 w

anted to send som
e "patriot" to shoot him

 in his 
cell, th

ey
 w

ere w
elco

m
e to

 d
o

 it. H
o
w

ev
er, h

e said
 th

at 
h

e ex
p

ected
 th

em
 to

 co
n

tin
u

e th
eir effo

rts to
 d

iscred
it 

h
im

, an
d
 th

at th
ere w

as n
o
th

in
g
 th

at co
u
ld

 b
e d

o
n
e to

 
sto

p
 th

e m
ach

in
ery

 th
ey

 h
ad

 set in
 m

o
tio

n
 to

 d
o

 th
is. In

 



y.
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n
o

 g
u
aran

tee ag
ain

st C
IA

 in
terferen

ce. H
e said

 th
e C

IA
 

h
ad

 m
an

ip
u
lated

 m
an

y
 electio

n
s in

 L
atin

 A
m

erica an
d
 

th
at sev

eral C
IA

 ag
en

ts h
ad

 ev
en

 b
rag

g
ed

 to
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t 

th
e C

IA
's in

flu
en

ce o
v

er th
e n

atio
n

al electio
n

s in
 th

e 
U

.S
. itself. 

T
he A

rguedas affair is one consequence of C
he's guer-

rilla operation w
hich C

he him
self never could have fore-

seen. A
rguedas' actions shook the B

arrientos regim
e m

ore 
th

an
 d

id
 C

h
e's g

u
errilla activ

ities, w
h
ich

 stren
g
th

en
ed

 
B

o
liv

ia's n
atio

n
al u

n
ity

. B
y

 callin
g

 in
to

 q
u

estio
n

 th
e in

-
tegrity of the governm

ent and the arm
ed forces, A

rguedas' 
actions w

eakened B
olivia's national unity and the public's 

confidence in the existing political system
. M

oreover, A
r-

g
u
ed

as' retu
rn

 to
 B

o
liv

ia an
d
 h

is rev
elatio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
n
atu

re o
f th

e C
IA

's in
terferen

ce in
 B

o
liv

ian
 affairs h

av
e 

called
 in

to
 q

u
estio

n
 th

e ro
le o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates in

 th
at 

co
u
n
try

. In
 fact, th

e A
rg

u
ed

as affair sh
o
u
ld

 p
ro

v
o
k
e 

A
m

erican
s to

 ask
 so

m
e v

ery
 serio

u
s q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
n
atu

re o
f th

eir co
u
n
try

's in
v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 th

e d
o
m

estic af-
fairs o

f th
e L

atin
 A

m
erica co

u
n
tries. 

T
h
e sig

n
ifican

ce o
f w

h
at A

rg
u
ed

as h
as said

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
C

IA
's in

v
o

lv
em

en
t in

 B
o

liv
ia an

d
 L

atin
 A

m
erica as a 

w
hole m

ust be com
prehended in term

s of A
m

erica's pro-
fessed

 fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 g
o
als o

f ad
v
an

cin
g
 d

em
o
cracy

 an
d
 

dem
ocratic ideals throughout the w

orld. If w
hat A

rguedas 
h

as said
 is tru

e—
an

d
 m

o
st in

fo
rm

ed
 B

o
liv

ian
s b

eliev
e 

m
u
ch

 if n
o
t all o

f w
h
at h

e h
as said

—
th

en
 it seem

s clear 
that the U

.S
. is not advancing dem

ocracy in L
atin A

m
erica, 

an
d
 th

at th
ere is su

fficien
t ju

stificatio
n
 fo

r lab
elin

g
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates an

 im
p
erialist p

o
w

er. In
 fact, it w

o
u
ld

 ap
- 

p
ear th

at th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates is h

elp
in

g
 L

atin
 A

m
erica's 

rev
o

lu
tio

n
aries b

y
 p

ro
v

id
in

g
 th

em
 w

ith
 a g

en
u

in
e fo

cal 
point for popular discontent. H

ow
ever, the sordid picture 

w
hich A

rguedas has given of the C
IA

's M
afia-like intim

i-
dation, blackm

ail, and subversion of supposedly friendly 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts is n
o
t o

n
e th

e av
erag

e A
m

erican
 w

ill w
an

t 
to

 b
eliev

e. T
o

 d
o

 so
 w

o
u

ld
 req

u
ire th

at h
e face th

e fact 
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th
at h

is co
u

n
try

 is n
o

t th
e g

reat an
d

 n
o

b
le fo

rce in
 th

e 
w

o
rld

 th
at h

e im
ag

in
es it to

 b
e. 

F
o
llo

w
in

g
 h

is p
ress co

n
feren

ce in
 th

e M
in

istry
 o

f In
-

tern
al A

ffairs th
e d

ay
 o

f h
is retu

rn
 to

 B
o

liv
ia, A

rg
u

ed
as 

w
as placed in confinem

ent and not allow
ed to m

ake any 
fu

rth
er statem

en
ts to

 th
e p

ress. H
o
w

ev
er, w

ith
in

 a few
 

m
o
n
th

s h
e w

as released
 fro

m
 p

riso
n
 as a resu

lt o
f th

e 
B

olivian high court's decision that it did not have the au-
th

o
rity

 to
 try

 h
im

. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e h

ig
h

 co
u

rt, th
e B

o
-

liv
ian

 leg
islatu

re w
as th

e o
n

ly
 b

o
d

y
 co

m
p

eten
t to

 try
 a 

fo
rm

er m
in

ister o
f state fo

r acts o
f treaso

n
 co

m
m

itted
 

w
hile in office. D

ue to the court's decision, A
rguedas w

as 
released

 fro
m

 p
riso

n
 p

en
d
in

g
 actio

n
 b

y
 th

e leg
islatu

re. 
W

ithin a short tim
e after his release, several attem

pts w
ere 

m
ad

e o
n

 h
is life. T

w
ice b

o
m

b
s w

ere th
ro

w
n

 at h
im

, an
d

 
on June 6, 1969, he and a S

panish journalist accom
pany-

ing him
 w

ere m
achinegunned w

hile w
alking on the street 

in L
a P

az. B
oth A

rguedas and the journalist escaped w
ith 

m
inor w

ounds. H
ow

ever, A
rguedas w

as hospitalized for 
alm

o
st a m

o
n
th

, an
d
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 h

is release fro
m

 th
e h

o
s-

p
ital, h

e im
m

ed
iately

 so
u
g
h
t asy

lu
m

 in
 th

e M
ex

ican
 

em
b
assy

. In
 a statem

en
t w

h
ich

 h
e g

av
e to

 th
e p

ress at 
th

e tim
e, h

e ex
p

lain
ed

 th
at h

is in
ten

tio
n

s w
ere to

 leav
e 

B
olivia and go to M

exico. H
e said that he had decided to 

leav
e th

e co
u

n
try

 b
ecau

se o
f th

e in
creasin

g
 p

o
litical in

-
stability in B

olivia follow
ing the death of P

resident B
ar-

rien
to

s (w
h

o
 h

ad
 ju

st b
een

 k
illed

 in
 th

e crash
 o

f h
is 

personal helicopter) and due to the recent attem
pts upon 

h
is life. H

e g
av

e as an
 ad

d
itio

n
al reaso

n
 th

e failu
re o

f 
the governm

ent to take any action w
hatsoever against the 

agents of A
m

erican im
perialism

 at w
ork underm

ining B
o-

livia's national sovereignty. T
he circum

stances surrounding 
A

rg
u
ed

as' flig
h
t an

d
 retu

rn
 to

 B
o
liv

ia are so
 b

izarre th
at 

it w
o
u
ld

 b
e fo

o
lish

 to
 try

 to
 p

red
ict w

h
at w

ill h
ap

p
en

 to
 

him
 next. 


