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A
 spy's bitter, 

p
erson

al look
 

at B
ay of P

igs 
R

E
FL

E
C

T
IO

N
S O

F A
 C

O
L

D
 W

A
R

R
IO

R
: FR

O
M

 Y
A

L
T

A
 T

O
 

T
1-1E

 B
A

Y
 O

F
 P

IG
S

. R
ichard M

. B
issell Jr. w

ith Jonathan E
. 

L
ew

is and F
rances T

. P
udlo. Y

ale U
niversity P

ress. S
30. 268 

pp. 

B
y D

A
V

ID
 B

E
A

R
D

 
Stott M

ile' 

O
n
 an

 A
p
ril m

o
rn

in
g
 in

 1
9
6
1
, R

ich
ard

 B
issell's 

w
o
rld

 im
p
lo

d
ed

, alo
n
g
 w

ith
 th

e m
issio

n
 th

at w
o
u
ld

 

forever stain his tw
o decades in U

.S
. governm

ent ser-

vice —
 the B

ay of Pigs. 
In

sid
e B

issell's o
ffice, w

h
ere h

e w
o
rk

ed
 as C

IA
 

d
ep

u
ty

 d
irecto

r o
f p

lan
s, th

e calls fro
m

 C
u
b
an

 ex
iles 

a
n
d
 th

e
ir C

IA
 su

p
p
o
rte

rs g
re

w
 in

 u
rg

e
n
c
y
 a

s 

A
m

erican
 p

lan
es failed

 to
 su

p
p
o
rt th

eir in
v
asio

n
 o

n
 

C
uba's southern coast. 
"T

hey w
ere pulling at D

ickie's coal, begging him
 to 

sen
d
 in

 th
e arm

y
 an

d
 m

ak
e g

o
o
d
 o

n
 th

e co
v
ert o

p
era-

tion by sheer force," W
alt R

ostow
 recalled in his m

em
-

o
irs, T

he D
iffusion of P

ow
er. "A

ll d
ay

 lo
n
g
 th

e cab
les 

kept com
ing in. It got w

orse." 
B

issell couldn't do anything. N
ew

 P
resident John F

. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 d

id
n
't allo

w
 h

elp
. A

m
id

 th
e failu

re o
f th

e 

B
ay of P

igs, C
astro im

prisoned hundreds of thousands 

o
f h

is co
u
n
try

m
en

, d
eclared

 h
im

self a so
cialist an

d
 

p
av

ed
 th

e w
ay

 fo
r w

av
es o

f C
u
b
an

 ex
iles to

 flee to
 

S
outh Florida. 
B

issell's unsparing R
eflections of a C

old W
arrior, pub-

lish
ed

 posthum
ously, attem

pts to explain how
 a group 

o
f in

flu
en

tial A
m

erican
s cam

e to
 b

eliev
e th

at co
v
ert 

action could strengthen their nation. T
he group, m

any 

lik
e B

issell fro
m

 p
riv

ate b
o
ard

in
g
 sch

o
o
ls an

d
 Iv

y
 

L
eague colleges, forged their patriotism

 during W
orld 

W
ar II and shared the desire for A

m
erica to rem

ain on 

the w
orld's stage afterw

ard. 
"F

o
r an

y
 p

o
licy

 m
ak

ers o
u
tsid

e th
e C

IA
, co

v
ert 

actio
n
 b

ecam
e a q

u
ick

 fix
, an

 easy
 w

ay
 to

 d
eal w

ith
 

n
n
r1

 ro
n
n
o
n
tIn

 
n
a
tio

n
 sta

te
s,"

 

N
O

N
FIC

T
IO

N
 

A
n
d
 fo

r a w
h
ile, it w

o
rk

ed
. F

ro
m

 O
p
a-lo

ck
s N

av
al 

A
ir S

tatio
n
 o

u
tsid

e M
iam

i, C
IA

 p
lan

es h
elp

ed
 o

v
er-

throw
 G

uatem
ala's leftist elected president in 1954. A

 

C
IA

-b
ack

ed
 assassin

atio
n
 led

 p
ro

-W
estern

 Iran
ian

 

S
hah R

eza P
ahlavi to becom

e that nation's ruler. 

B
issell, w

ho grew
 up near H

artford, C
onn., in a m

an-

sion that S
am

uel C
lem

ens built, left his post as a Y
ale 

econom
ist to becam

e a W
ashington problem

-solver on 

sev
eral w

artim
e eco

n
o
m

ic b
o
ard

s. A
fter th

e w
ar, h

e 

w
as attracted to the fledgling C

IA
 and its cerebral and 

m
uscular vision of the w

orld. 
Ile led

 th
e d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t o

f th
e U

-2
 sp

y
 p

lan
e an

d
 

th
e C

o
ro

n
a satellite p

ro
g
ram

, w
h
ich

 rep
resen

ted
 th

e 

lead
in

g
 ed

g
e o

f A
m

erica's in
fo

rm
atio

n
-g

ath
erin

g
 o

n
 

S
oviet m

ilitary installations. 
B

issell w
as influenced by T

racy B
arnes, a colleague 

fro
m

 h
is d

a
y
s a

t G
ro

to
n
, w

h
o
 c

o
o
rd

in
a
te

d
 th

e
 

G
u
atem

alan
 o

v
erth

ro
w

 an
d
 recru

ited
 th

o
u
san

d
s o

f 

C
u
b
an

 ex
iles in

 M
iam

i fo
r w

h
at b

ecam
e th

e B
ay

 o
f 

P
ig

s. O
f B

arn
es, B

issell w
ro

te: "I ad
m

ired
 h

is id
eas 

an
d
 learn

ed
 fro

m
 th

em
 so

m
e lesso

n
s th

at w
ere p

er-

h
ap

s u
n
w

ise n
am

ely
, to

 b
e ag

g
ressiv

e." 

B
issell's m

em
o
irs o

ffer n
ew

 d
o
cu

m
en

tatio
n
 o

n
 th

e 

strid
en

t su
p
p
o
rt th

e m
issio

n
 receiv

ed
 fro

m
 P

resid
en

t 

D
w

ight D
. E

isenhow
er. S

eventeen days before leaving 

o
ffice, E

isen
h
o
w

er called
 B

issell an
d
 tw

o
 o

th
er C

IA
 

o
fficials in

to
 h

is o
ffice an

d
 u

rg
ed

 th
em

 to
 u

se an
y
 

actio
n
 fro

m
 C

u
h
an

 rev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 lead
er F

id
el C

astro
 

"F
ailing that," E

isenhow
er said, "perhaps w

e could 

think of m
anufacturing som

ething that w
ould be gen-

erally
 accep

tab
le." E

isen
h
o
w

er's secretary
 o

f state, 

C
h
ristian

 H
erter, su

g
g
ested

 a fak
e attack

 o
n
 th

e U
.S

. 

N
avy base at G

uantanam
o B

ay, blam
ing the C

ubans. 

T
o his credit, B

issell doesn't place all the blam
e for 

B
ay of P

ig
s o

n
 K

en
n
ed

y
. B

issell h
im

self d
id

n
't p

ay
 

strong attention to U
.S

. m
ilitary studies that cast doubt 

o
n
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f a larg
e-scale in

tern
al u

p
risin

g
 

ag
ain

st C
astro

. Ile an
d
 o

th
ers d

id
n
't p

ro
test stro

n
g
ly

 

w
h
en

 the daytim
e m

ission w
as changed to a nighttim

e 

landing and m
oved to the rem

ote G
iron B

each penin-

su
la, fro

m
 w

h
ich

 escap
e b

y
 th

e ex
iles w

as n
early

 

im
possible. 
A

nother critical m
issing ingredient —

 unm
entioned 

in the book —
 w

as a paucity of L
atin A

m
erican experts 

aiding the decisions. 

T
he B

ay of P
igs ended B

issell's governm
ent career 

and left him
 a broken m

an, shuttling from
 a think-tank 

to private industry to consulting. 

A
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 o

n
 th

e co
v
er o

f th
is b

o
o
k
 sh

o
w

s 

K
ennedy com

m
em

orating the longtim
e public servant 

in a special cerem
ony —

 before show
ing him

 the door. 

"If th
is w

e
re

 a
 p

a
rlia

m
e
n
ta

ry
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t," 

K
ennedy told B

issell, "I w
ould have to resign and you, 

a civil servant, w
ould stay on. B

ut being the system
 of 

governm
ent it is, a presidential governm

ent, you w
ill 

T
h
e co

v
er p

h
o
to

 o
f 

R
e
fle

ctio
n
s o

f a
 C

o
ld

 
W

a
rrio

r sh
o
w

s 
R

ichard B
issell 

receiving 
th

e N
atio

n
al 

S
ecu

rity
 M

ed
al fro

m
 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
. 


