
L
ondon B
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 T

im
es 

L
O

N
D

O
N

 M
arch

 2
4

—
In

 a 
g

ro
u

n
d

-flo
o

r a
p

a
rtm

e
n

t in
 

E
arls C

o
u
rt last w

eek
en

d
 a 

co
m

m
ittee o

f! w
ar p

ro
testers 

assem
b
led

 to
 celeb

rate th
eir 

latest ach
iev

em
en

t —
 Jo

h
n
 

G
rey

 G
o

rto
n

, A
u

stralia's u
n

-
p

red
ictab

le P
rim

e M
in

ister 
w

as trying to fight off a sm
ear 

cam
p

aig
n

 b
u

ilt aro
u

n
d

 a late-
n

ig
h

t d
rin

k
in

g
 p

arty
 an

d
 tw

o
 

young w
om

en. 
T

he success of their m
ission 

w
as m

ore than they bad dared 
to

 h
o
p
e w

h
en

 th
ese A

u
stral-

ian
s an

d
 N

ew
 ealan

d
ers d

e-
c
id

e
d
 th

re
e
 m

o
n

th
s a

g
o
 In

 
ad

o
p
t th

e p
o
licy

 o
f p

erso
n
al 

attack. 
It w

as on Jan. 5, in the back 
b

a
r o

f th
e
 P

rin
c
e
 o

f W
a
le

s 
p
u
b
lic h

o
u
se in

 N
o
ttin

g
 H

ill 
G

ate, th
at th

e co
m

m
ittee m

et 
to

 co
n

sid
er b

o
w

 it co
u

ld
 en

-
liv

en
 th

e d
em

o
n
stratio

n
 th

ey
 

b
ad

 p
lan

n
ed

 fo
r th

e n
ex

t d
ay

, 
w

h
en

 G
o
rto

n
 w

as d
u

e to
 ar- 

riv
e in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
 fo

r th
e C

o
m

-
m

o
n
w

ealth
 P

rim
e M

in
isters' 

C
onference.,  
S

o
m

e o
f th

e m
em

b
ers w

ere 
d

isco
n

so
late ab

o
u

t th
e lik

ely
 

in
e
ffe

c
tiv

e
n
e
ss o

f stra
ig

h
t 

an
tiw

ar slo
g
an

s: A
 few

 "G
et 

O
ut of V

ietnam
" banners w

ere 
h
ard

ly
 lik

ely
 to

 lead
 to

 R
ale 

w
ith

d
ra

w
 o

f A
u
stra

lia
n
 

troops. 
A

 new
 tactic w

as necessary, 
an

d
 th

e g
ro

u
p
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 u

se 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 sen
t th

em
 fro

m
 

C
an

b
erra an

d
 S

y
d
n
ey

 ab
o
u
t 

G
orton's alleged relationships 

w
ith L

iza M
inelli, the 23-year-

old daughter of Judy G
arland, 

an
d

 G
erald

in
e W

illesee, 1
9

- 
y
earo

ld
 d

au
g
h
ter o

f an
 A

u
s. 

tralian L
abor P

arty S
enator. 

'V
icious L

les' 
M

iss M
in

elli h
as d

escrib
ed

 
the story linking her w

ith G
or-

ton a
s "vicious lies." M

iss W
il-

iesee 
sa

y
s th

a
t sh

e
 

sim
ply 

w
en

t w
ith

 th
e P

rim
e M

in
ister 

to the U
.S

. E
m

bassy one night an
d

 stay
ed

 u
n

til 3
 a.m

. w
h

ile 
A

m
erican

 o
fficials serv

ed
 a 

few
 d

rin
k
s an

d
 ex

p
lain

ed
 th

e 
V

ietnam
 bom

bing halt. 
W

h
en

 G
arto

n
 an

d
 h

is w
ife 

arriv
ed

 in
 L

o
n
d
o
n
 o

n
 Jan

. 6
, 

their lim
ousine w

as greeted at 
the S

avoy H
otel by 12 dem

on-
strato

rs w
h
o
se m

ain
 b

an
n
er 

declared "H
ands off V

ietnam
" 

o
n
 o

n
e sid

e an
d
 "H

ands O
ff 

L
iza M

inelli" on the other. 
G

o
rto

n
 m

erely
 g

rin
n
ed

. H
is 

off-the-cuff 	
unpredictability 

an
d
 co

n
tem

p
t fo

r cerem
o
n
y
 

p
ro

v
id

e a m
ark

ed
 co

n
trast to

 
th

e staid
 p

atro
n
ag

e o
f a fo

r-
m

er A
u

stralian
 P

rim
e M

in
is-

ter, S
ir R

o
b
ert M

en
zies. B

u
t 

G
o
rto

n
's p

ress secretary
, n

o
t-

ing that the L
ondon press had 

p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e g
o
ssip

, w
arn

ed
 

him
 the next day that political 

o
p
p
o
n
en

ts m
ig

h
t u

se su
ch

 ru
-

m
o

rs ag
ain

st h
im

. G
o

rto
n

 re-
plied, characteristically: 

"I know
 people gossip about 

m
e, and it hurts. B

ut, hell, if a 

m
an

 can
't b

e h
im

self, w
h
at's 

th
e p

lace co
m

in
g
 to

? I lik
e a 

few
 drinks w

hen I finish w
ork. 

I lik
e p

arties w
h

en
 I can

 sin
g

 
an

d
 d

an
ce an

d
 y

arn
. Y

es, I 
ev

en
 lik

e talk
in

g
 to

 w
o
m

en
. 

D
o they w

ant m
e to live in an 

iv
o
ry

 to
w

er, an
d
 m

eet o
n
ly

 
d

ip
lo

m
ats an

d
 p

o
litician

s? 
W

ell, d
am

n
 It, I'm

 n
o

t g
o

in
g

 
to

. T
h

is is an
 ex

p
erim

en
t in

 a 
P

rim
e M

in
ister b

ein
g
 h

im
-

self." 
S

tory B
alloons 

W
hen the G

ortons got back 
to A

ustralia, the story had bal-
looned, particularly in T

hings 
I H

e
a
r, a

 p
o
litic

a
l sc

a
n
d
a
l 

sh
eet p

u
t o

u
t b

y
 an

 an
ti.G

o
r-

ton journalist, 
N

o
 o

n
e in

 p
u
b
lic life to

o
k
 

th
e sto

ry
 serio

u
sly

 ex
cep

t fo
r 

a
 fe

w
 d

issid
e
n
t L

ib
e
ra

ls 
w

ithin G
orton's ow

n party and 
one L

abor P
arty leader. 

T
h

ey
 w

ere th
e o

n
es w

h
o

 

p ,,r 3 Aar, 

W
ar Protesters C

elebrate Sm
earing of G

orton 
b
ro

u
g
h
t u

p
 th

e m
atter in

 P
ar-

liam
en

t last w
eek

 an
d
 fo

rced
 

th
e P

rim
e M

in
ister to

 d
efen

d
 

his privale life. 


