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By the Book

REGORY CURTIST ARTICLE “THE
. gaFourth Tramp™ [Behind (he Lines,
‘| April 1996], about Ray und Mary La
Fontaine's witlv. original ook Oswald
Talked, does o wascrviee 1o the waders of
| Texas Monthly. The La Fonlaines™ hook. in
_my view, is the most persunsive gyl profis
st 1wy assassination
neg Cerald Posner’s 1993 Crase (losend. o
[ conless a professional interest, [y 1004 [
published u lengthy article by the La
Fontaines, titled “The Fourth Tramp,” in
the Washington Post’s Outlook section.
Along with my lellow editors, 1 found the
story of John Elrod, a short-ordir cook who
spent several hours in the same Dallas
County jail cellblock as Lee Harvey Oswulil
on November 22, 1963, to e an important
contribution to the evidentiary nyaond,
Curtis” article did not mention. much
less deseribe or analyze, two thinds of (e
interesting new evidesoe that e La
Fontaines present.
John Elrods story strongly stuyzmests that
Oswald hadd knowledge of e aetivities of o
group of Dallas gunrinners, These same
weapons Lrallickers were, acconding io an
FBI report, wlking in the fall of 1963 with o

. ‘ group of Miami Cubuans ahoud an invasion
et AT AT

of Cuba. Tt was supposedd to take place at
speeific times the lastweek of NovemGer
1963. Moreover. the La Fontaines report.
these anti-Castro Cubans were funded by
the CIA—though agency officials acknowl-
edged privately that they were not under
(}:‘l:\ control. And, the Lo Fontaines note,
these Cubans sought to purchuse their
weapons for tlis im‘uxinn-f.lf;n: a Dullas gun
dealer whe was one of only two gun dealers
in the whole area who sold the type of
Mannlicher-Careano bullets that struck
President Kennedy and Governor Connally.
Might there he a connection between 1he
iiuﬁa?t;' phanned invasion and Oswalds ae-
tiong on November 22 106377

( Curtis” suggestion that the Lu Fontines
| ane just two more Americans driven mus lw

* their emational need for conspiracy is unfor-
| tunate, One of the gt pleasures of (s-
o wald Talked is its many Lumorous dsides i
about the scwundnTs. Tanatios, and Tt souls
obresse it e Kennerly issesmmanon,
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