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US. MOVES T0 BAR
AG.LA. PLOT TRIAL

Levi is Expected to Approve
Advice Not to Prosecute l

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20 —
Justice Department lawyers re-j
viewing the activities of mel
Central Intelligence Agency
have concluded that no grounds
axist for a Federal prosecutien'
of C.LA. officials involved in;
plots to assassinate foreign.
‘heads of state, a department,
spokesman said today. ‘

Attorney General Edward H.,
Levi has been, advised of the,
conclusions reached by lawyers
in the department’s Criminal,
Division and is expected to!
concur with their recommenda-|
tion that the case be closed,
the spokesman, Robert Havel,
said.

The decision that the assassi-
pation plots—directed against
Prime Minister Fidel Castro of
Cuba and his Congolese coun-
terpart,, the late Patrice Lu-
mumba—amounted to "a dry
hele,” as one Jusuce Depart-
ment source familiar with the
otatter put it, narrows con-
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sicrably the scope of the in-| But that law was discarded
vt zation of C.LA. operations a5 inappropriate, 2s were the

lawyers at work on the cases
were “bound and determinad
that we're golng to do a
thoughtful job.”

ad past and present officials.

Avcording to one well-placea
.istice Department source, in
‘estigations are continuing inta
1@ C.LA'S 20-year-lopg pro-
;ram of opening mail batween

tie United States and severaly

fammunist countries: more
tan 60 wiretaps and bugs
vad by the agency to check
it: security procedures, and at
lest one burglary committed
by C.1LA. employees.

“erjury Inquiry Goes On

;Federal conspiracy statutes and| A principl stumbling bleck
(the District of Columbia’s mur-iw a speedy resolution of these
ider statute, initially consideredicases, he said, is the continuing
‘bacause some of the discussionsireiusal of Congressional inves-
lameng C.L.A. officials concern-|ligating commutess to supply
ling the assassinadon plots tookipertinent evidenzz they had
!pla:‘:a in the District. |zathered over the last year,

I The Justice Depariment| It is not the statute of limita-
‘spolresman said, however, thatitions that is runming out in
[ali‘wugi‘l no Federal prosecu-jthose instances, the official
tions would be brought uvcr‘*said. but rather “the time clock
the plots against Mr. Castro,/of public concern” He ex-
Mr. Lumumba or Mr. Trujillo, pressed fears that if the depart-
the department was prepared;ment were to move ahead now
to make iis evidence available!to bring charges in any of
10 any state prosegutors wholthﬂie argas, excuipatory mater-

= rele of Richard Helms, |l & rose;
for‘];;‘: Diricfar of Central Intel- believed that violations of law!
lipenes, who reportetily ap-/in connection with the plots

provec. that burglary, remains|iad occurred in their jurisdic-
under scrutiny by the Justice|tiens.
Deparinont's Civil Rights Divi- Other Charges Possible
sien. An' the Criminal Division] . five.year statutory time
is con auing L0 BXAMING .04 for prosccutions in the
whether Ir. Helms perjurediy,..oiam raportedly approved
himseif tafore the Senate For-in. S1r “Heims, now the Ameri-
exn Relations Committes igay ambassador to Iran, expires
st next month. it would be possio-
In atdidon to the C.LA-Ng for the next scveral vears,
in¢pired murder plots against|hawever, for the J: ticé De-
Mr, Casiro and Mr. Lumumbapartment to bring . iczes in|
which w=re either not impie<|connection with the ul open-|
mented ;¢ were unsuccessful. jngs and Mr, Helnts's testimos
the Justi'e Department’s law-|ny,
yers also investigated the agen-| "The Helms testimony under,
ey's role in supplying arms to/investigation includes his as-
dissident elements in the Do-|surances, made during Scnate
minican Republic bent on kill-(confirmation hearings on his
gg that country's dictatorialiappointment as ambassador,
ader. Rafael Trujillo Molinas.\that the C.LA. had not been
‘LAt one point in searchinglinvolved in certain domestic
for a possible violation of Fe-isurveillance activities or in cer-
deral’ law in ennnection with' tain covere operations [y Chile.
thyt  lof, acenrding to the de- W o trndicatineg it the Jie-
parim nt source, the lawversitice Depariment hoped to maiked
consicered the applicability of finail determinations in the re-
a vanucly worded statine prnhi-?maining matters soon, one offi-
biting the staging of a"'military cial said that he and other

ials might later turn up in
House or Senate files that
would prevant er overturn con-
victions,

Pike to Let Committee Die

WASHINGTON, Jan, 20 (UPD)
—As the House intellizence
committee prepared todiy to
wind up its investigation of
the C.LA. by the end of the
month, its chairman: Represan-
tative Otis G. Pike, joined in
declaring that too much secret
material was being leaked o
the press.

Mr. Pika, Democrat of Suffelk
County, said he would not seek
an’ exteasion of the lifa of
the committee, due to expire
Jan. 31, because of widespread
leaks of classified information.

Tha Administration, sources
said, wants Congress to follow
un the vear-long investigation
of the United ‘States incel.
himence communty weth les -

tien Bpaeiige penaities rars
from fines o expulsicn 1t L
commilters o r Congress U}
against Congressmen  leaking
classified material to the p oss.




