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Death Squads Flex Muscle Agai

£l Salvador’s Government Unable to Uproot Paramilitary Groups |

By Douglas Farah

Washington Post Foreign Service

main intact, despite the government’s
promise to eradicate them. The

While the nation is not poised to re-
turn to war, the euphoria of peace has
soured as the paramhl::ry groups

spent more than $4 billion to support
the government, while the Soviet
Bloc supported the FMLN. Human
rights groups say right-wing death
squads murdered about 40,000 of the

70,000 people killed during the
980-92 war,
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Both men are leaders of Arena’s mod-
erate wing and are seen as traitors by
%ﬁmfm negotiating with the

“This kidnapping was very. target-
ed, to show [the armed groups] could
strike dn-ectly against those with
power,” said a source close to the far

Since then, some wealthy families
have sent their children abroad. As
the threats have grown, political can-
didates have withdrawn their nomina-
hundreds of people have left the areas
where the armed groups are most ac-
tive.

The National Civilian Police, a cor-
nerstone of the peace plan intended to
break the links to the violent past
here, has not dismantled the groups.

Several senior policemen have
been linked to organized crime, and
little progress has been made in purg-
ing the force of criminal elements.
Even the few successes have

“It seems the past is
returning, where

ideas are not fought
with ideas, but with

physical
extermination.”

— Rights advocate Victoria Aviles

exits effectively and everyone es-
caped. All that was recovered was a
painting, reportedly an original by
Pablo Picasso.

In an August report to the U.N. Se-
curity Council, Secretary General
Boutrog-Ghali warned

study political

Its July 1994 report to President Cal-
deron found there were “illegal,
armed groups that carry out summa-

Itwouhhempmnihhﬁ:rthuem
inal structures to exist without the
support of senior members of the se-
curity forces.”

Calderon promised action. But a

diplomat who worked on the report
smdr.hatsofar “we have not seen the

“It is the worst possible time for
the United States not to have an am-~
bau_ador here, because thiqga are




