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NOTE FOR: 

FROM 	: 

SUBJECT : 

The Director 

Seymour R. Bolten, A/DD
CI 

Washington Star Article
 

"CIA Viewed Oswald As I
nformation 

. Source" dated 1 Octobe
r 1976 

This article will furth
er smear Dick 

Helms' reputation and p
robably cause him 

some anxious moments, b
ut I do not see how 

it can result in any ad
ditional legal  problems 

for him as it is a gros
s distortion of the 

facts. 1 have asked Joh
n Waller to send you 

separately a short memo
randum placing this 

event in perspective. 

Waller advises me that 
a communication 

has been sent to Helms 
describing the article 

and providing him with 
a memory refresher 

should he feel compelle
d to comment on the 

allegation. 

This is another example
 where material 

provided to the press a
nd public in response 

to an FOIA request is.e
xploited mischievously 

and in distorted form t
o make the headlines. 

Sey 	Bolten 
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Document Contradicts Testimony 

CFA Viewe swali 
As lolOrmatiQn.. SOWc?..1 

Ausetated Pena 

Contrary to sworn testimony. the 
CIA once considered using presiden-
tial assassin Lee farvey Oswald as a 
source of intelligence information.. 
about the Soviet Union, according to . 
a newly released CIA document. .. 

In sworn testimony before 
Warren Commission. former-. CIA_ 
DirectorRichard Helms said the 
agency never bad "or even contem-
plated" any contacts with Oswald. 

The newly released document, 
written by an unidentified CIA officer 
three days after President John F. 
Kennedy was killed in Dallas on Nov. 
22. 1363, says that "we showed intel-
ligence interest" in Oswald and "dis- 
cussed 	. the' 	laying on of inter- 
views." 	. •-• 	 . 
- The unidentified officer added that 

	

o not krn---fW7r w 	ion developed 
thereafter.—. -T; - • • .. • 

• THE MEMO WAS. AMONG bun= 
dreds of pages of documents from 
the CIA's file on Lee Harvey Oswald. 
The material was released to The 
,Associated Press yesterday under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

A second document reveals that 
former CIA Director .Allen Dulles, 
while serving as a member of the 
Warren Commission, privately coun-
seled CIA officials on the best way to 
answer questions from the commis-
sion about allegations that Oswald 
was a CIA agent. 	- 	... • - 	- 

Dul/es "thought language which 
made it clear that Lee Harvey Os-
wald was never an employe or agent 
of CIA would suffice," an unidenti-
fied CIA officer wrote Helms in April 
1964. 

"I agree with him that a carefully 
phrased denial of ,the charges of in-
volvement with Oswald seemed most 
appropriate," the unidentified officer.  
added.  

'ME NOV. 23,1363, memo explains 
that the agency's interest in Oswald 
as a potential intelligence source was 
due to his "unusual behavior in the 
USSR," to which he had defected in 
1359. 

"We were particularly interested 
in the (deleted) Oswald might pro-
vide on the Minsk factory in which he 
had been employed, an certain sec-
tions of thecity itself, and of course 
we thought the usual (deleted) that 
might help develop (deleted) person-
ality dossiers." the memo states. 

The memo indicates that Oswald 
was also of interest to the CIA be-
cause of concern that his Russian- • 

• born wife; Marina.. might have been 
part of a trend for Soviet women to 
marry foreigners, leave the country 
and settle overseas where they could 
serve as spies. 

THE MEMO ABOUT the agency's , 
interest in Oswald said the discus-1 
sions about Oswald occurred "some-, 
time in summer 1960." The author' 
continued: "I don't recall if this was 
discussed while Oswald and his fami-' 
ly were en route to our country or if it; 
was alter their arrival.", 

1 

." When he appeared before the com-
mission In May 1964, Helms, then 
bead of the agency's clandestine 
services, testified under oath that 
"there's no material in the Central 
Intelligence • Agency, either in the 
records or in the mind of any of the 
Individuals that there was any 'con-
tact had or even contemplated with" 

4(0swald. 
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;.nri - SENATE INVESTIC
ATOPE WERE UNASLE TO CO

NFIRM 

REF'DR7S FRLM TNOCh OFF
ICERS THAT THE SPY AGEN

CY HAY HAVE CONTACTEC 

LzE-r;ARVEY OSWALD PRIO
P TO TRE assAsszuaTzo

N sF'FR=1:eEkT Joi.i!: F. 

'1,.F.':iNEOT IT RP'S LEARNED FRIDAY. 

	

..vwcor.w. 	;.ALmmm0 	
F.-PA.: WHO HEAD=D THE E

FNNEDY 

Fur..,:raz.INATION INVEST
IGATION! SAID THROUGH A S

F.- MEN THAT "I DON'T 

THINK WE KNO'W' THE WHOL
E STORY." 

.HE Lih RELEASED A DOCUMENT IHURSDAY SNOWING THAT THE AGENCY ONCE.  

CONSIDERED USING GSWALD AS A SOURCE OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION ABOUT 

L., NON. THE DOCUMENT APPEAREf' TO r0 .4F:ICT HITN SHORN 

TESTIMONY EEFORE THE WARR=N 1:, MHIFFIS!; ey 	 HF:MSI THEN A ERAHC:' 

CHIEF AND LATER THE LiM'S DIRECTORi THAT THE AGENCY NEVER HAn "CR 

E;;EN CONTEMPLATED" ANY CONTACTS WITH 0=WALD. 

fSCHWEIKER.F.AID HE WA= UNAPA:=  OF THE OSWALD
 DOCUMENT EV7 A 

VILL-INFORMED SOURCE SA
ID IT :IAD SEEN TURNED 

nER 70 TH= :=ENATE 

INTELLIGENCE SUSCOMMITT
EE THAT INVESTIGATED TH

E KENNEDY ASSASSINATION
 

FOLLyA.L.L; It vr, ' 	
au7 	HE FOUND NO INDICAT

ION 

THAT OSWALD RAS IN FAC
T CONTACTED." 

:HE SAME SOURCE SA 
	INVESTIGATORS' ALSO

 WERE USALE TO CONFIRM 
TH= 

SWORN TESTIMONY BEFORE 
THE SUBCOMMITTEE ey A

 FORMER LIM OFFICER MHO
 

CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN A 
CIA REPORT CONCERIING A

 CONTACT WITH R MAN 

CLOSELY RESEMELING OSWAL
D'S Dr..:LnArtION. 

ftHWEIKER CONFIRMED THA
T MIS SUBCOMMITTEE HF:a

 BEEN UNABLE TO 

a'RROBORATE "SEVERAL R
EROT'4" OF C1M CONTACT

S HITH OSWALD IN 

CONNECTION WITH . HIS
 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

'..SWALD DEFECTED TO THE
 

. - 

bOVIET UNION IN .............. 
MAL; LIVED THERE UNTIL 

ME OSNALS4 DOCUMENT RELE
ASE:: EV TiiE 	

FRzEDOM OF 

FICT R.7.:UEST WAS NFITTE
N SY AN U!,I"NTIFI7:1 

 CIR OFFICER 4: 

RECALLED THAT "WE SHON
ED INTELLIGENCE INT:R=

17" 	OS-;ALD AND
 



	 TRE LAVING ON OF INTERVIFWS." 

77: UNIDENTIFIED OF7ICER5 WHO WROTE THE MEMO THEE' DA.7S nr ;zr. 
“-- -?*.rn 	 La," 	 ,E  

katili;Z:.'i 	 In wn:_Lnz. vn.3L- 4. 	 irni n 

TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER AE=IGNMENT AND "I GO NOT ::NOW WHAT ACTION 

DVELOPED THEREAFTER." 

:-.CCOROINO TO THE SORr 7: SUSrOMMITTE7  INVESTIGATORS INTERVIEWED :nr.. 

OFFICIAL WITH WROM THE UNIDENTIFIED OFFICER DISCUSSED TRE P0=1:SILITY 
7.  . 	 t•e. 	ri.--rse-.1 ; 4 

"NOTHING EVER CAME OF ITI" THE SOURCE SAID ADDING THA7.  A SEARCH OF 

AGENCY FILES TURNED UP "NO PAPERWORK THAT ANY FOLLOW-UP ACTION WAS 

TAKEN" TO CONTACT OSWALD. 

SIr.ILARLY, THE SOURCE =AID INVESTIGATORS "FOUND NO DOCUMENTS" THAT 

WOL'.LO HAVE CORROEORATED THE TESTIMONY OF THE FORMER Lill OFFICER ERD 

SAID HE RECALLED SEEING A REPORT INDICATING THE AGENCY DEZR:=F=D AN 

IN-7:ARINE WHO RAO WORKED IN A RADIO rnt-iuml fl !!4"zn 	n 

WHICH EXACTLY FITS OSWALD. 

TsItes4. 

R SYLSYLZVT 

hvD! 

PriSSIBILITY THAT TH= 	oluHi HAVE 
COVEREO UR ANY DEALING'i IT RFD WITH r“:7 WALG: SAYING!,  "SOMESODY HOULD 
RAV7  HAD TO 	=  A CONSCIOUS Lrym: 	HL:cr, 

ERI=F STAT=MEWT RELEASED 	 44117674 HO INDICATION OF THE 
FOR HIS CONTINUING SUSPICION. 

RLLEGATIONS THAT 	NAL, WAS IN SOME WAY WORKINC: rum 

• BEEN CIRCULRTING SIN= 1563 AND HAVE BNOISrOUNT=n 

RE PART OF A COMmvril=7 PROPAGANnh Cc'"AIGN. 

;ELME APF=REED SEFGRE THE kARR=N COP:MIES:0N IN NhY 1964 H7  
TESTIFIED UE. vn:n ^MT" 

 :nns 	THEF.E 1.7., 110 hR;mr.:HL IN THE CE=:TRL 
IN-=LLIGENCE F.EEIc'c =41ran 44 THE RECORDS OR IN THE MIND OF AN: OF THE 
IKOIWIDUALS THAT THERE WAS AN': CONTACT HAG OF EVEN CONTEMFLATEO WITH 

TRE T.ME 	HIS -E.777:1Y3 	:-F7E 	 7i4E 

EE?'7I:EE. 
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