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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGE

§ October 1976

NOTE FOR: The Director

FROM : Seymour R.. Bolten, A/DDCI

SUBJECT : Washington Star Article
“"CIA Viewed Oswald As Information
~ Source" dated 1 October 1976

This article will further smear Dick
Helms' reputation and probably cause him
some anxious moments, but 1 do not see how
it can result in any additional legal problems
for him as it is a gross distortion of the
facts. 1 have asked John Waller to send you
separately 3 short memorandum placing this
event in perspective.. :

Waller advises me that 3 communication
has been sent to Helms describing the article
and providing him with a memory refresher
should he feel compelled to comment on the
allegation. ’

This is another example where material
provided to the press and public in response
to an FOIA request is .exploited mischievously

“and in distorted form to make the headlines.
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Sey Bolten
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‘. The unidentified olficer added thet
ion deve d

~  ARTICLL APPEARED
ON FAGE ___ 2
i Documerit Contradicts Testimony

.
A

i
‘c

£y
¥

7

‘)\\1[

THE WASHINGTON STAR (Ci N LINE) (e
1 October, 1976 I

CIA Viewed Oswald
As Information Source|

' .M—I;um .
Contrary to sworn testimony,_the
CIA once considered using presiden-
Tal assassia Lee Harvey Oswald as a
source of intelligence ialormation. .
about the Soviet Union, according to .
‘anewly released CIA document. .. ]
In- sworn testimony beiore

Warren Commission, . former, CIAC
Director Richard. Helms said the-
agency never had “or even contem-
plated” any contacts with Oswald.
The newly released document,
writter by an uaidentified CLA ollicer
taree d2ys after President John F.
Keanedy was killed in Dallas on Nov.
22. 1353, says that *‘we showed intel-
ligence interest” in Oswald and *'dis-
cussed . . . the laying on of ioter
views."” .

- THE MEMO WAS.AMONG hun-
dreds ol pages of documents from
_the CIA's file on Lee Harvey Oswald.
The material was_ released to The |
Associated Press yesterday under
the Freecdom of Information Act.” - .

A second document reveals that
former CIA Director Allen Dulles,
while serving as a member of the
Warren Commission, privately coun-
seied CIA officials on'the best way to
answer questions from the commis-
sion about aliegations that Oswald
wasaClAagent. - = o.-- =i

Dulles *thought language which
mada it clear that Lee Harvey Os-
wald was never an erploye or agent
of CIA would suffice,” an unidenti-
fied CIA officer wrote Helms in April
1354, e e .

“I agree with him that a carefully
nhrased denial of the charges of in-
volvement with Oswald seemed most
appropriate,” the unidertified officer.
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.” When he appeared belore the com-
mission in May 1954, Helms, then
head of the agency's clandestine
services, lestilied under oath that
“‘there’s no material in the Central
Intelligence - Agency, either in the
records ot in the mind of any of the
individuals that there was any con-
tact had or even comtemplated with”
swald. -

THE NOV. 28, 1563, memo explains
that the agency's interest in Osivald
as a potential intelligence source was
due to his unusual behavior in the
gS:gR," to which he had defccted in !

3.

. “We were particularly interested
in the (deleted) Oswald might pro-
- vide on the Minsk factory in which he
had been employed. on certain sec-
tions of thercity itself, and of course
we thought the usual (deleted) that
might help develop (deleted) person-
ality dossiers,” the memo states.
. The memo indicates that Oswald’
was also of interest to the. CIA be-
.cause of concern that his Russian-:
‘born wife, Marina, might have been
part of a trend for Soviet women to
marry foreigners, leave the country
end settle overseas where they could
_3erveas spies. .

: THE MEMO ABOUT the agency's !
interest in Oswald said the discus-|

sions about Oswald occurred ““some-! -
time in summer 1360.” The author:

continued: “I don't recall if this was! '
discussed while Oswald and his fami-* . *

ly wer= en route to our country or il iti

was after their arrival.” ’
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