
Paranoid searches 
reportedly ruined 
agency careers 
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B
ook reveals follies of C

IA
's 

20-year w
ild 'm

ole' hunt 
E

ach C
IA

 officer w
ho suffered 

secretly later received com
pensa-

tio
n

 fro
m

 th
e a

g
en

cy
 u

n
d

er a
 

so-called "M
ole R

elief A
ct." 

In
 "

M
o
leh

u
n

t: T
h

e S
ecret 

S
earch

 for T
raitors T

h
at S

h
at-

tered
 th

e C
IA

,"
 W

iae b
lam

es th
e 

late C
IA

 counterintelligence chief 
Jam

es A
n

gleton
 for startin

g th
e 

destructive purge in ■ h
u

n
t for a 

p
h

an
tom

 S
oviet sp

y w
h

ose n
am

e 
began w

ith the letter K
. A

 defector 
w

h
o h

ad
 A

n
gleton

's ear h
ad

 told
 

him
 he believed there w

as a m
ole. 

A
ccording to the book, A

ngleton 
forced

 th
e resign

ation
 in

 1963 of 
P

eter K
arlow

, a W
orld W

ar II hero 
w

h
o w

as th
e top

 su
sp

ect in
 th

e 
hunt for the m

ole. In 1989, K
arlow

 
secretly received close to $500,00e 
along w

ith a secret m
edal. 

T
h

e C
IA

 d
eclin

ed
 com

m
en

t 
about W

ise's book. A
 spokesm

an 

said the agency does not com
m

ent 
on books or m

ovies. 
W

ise, w
h

o h
as w

ritten
 earlier 

• b
ook

s ab
ou

t th
e C

IA
, com

p
iled

 
"M

olehunt" over 10 years through 
interview

s w
ith 200 people, includ-

in
g p

ast an
d

 cu
rren

t C
IA

 staff. 
A

m
ong his contentions: 
►
 C

ontroversial K
G

B
 agent F

e-
dora, a trained chem

ist and scien-
tific attach

e at th
e S

oviet U
.N

, 
m

issio
n

, a
lso

 k
n

o
w

n
 a

s F
a
tso

, 
w

ork
ed

 as a d
ou

b
le-agen

t for th
e 

F
B

I and w
as fed inform

ation by J. 
E

dgar H
oover to advance his K

G
B

 
career. F

ed
ora, says W

ise, w
as 

A
lek

sei Isid
orovich

 K
u

lak
, w

h
o 

w
as never exposed. H

e died in R
us-

sia of natural causes. 
►
 A

dolf T
olkachev, a Soviet de-

fense 
 

 researcher w
ho w

as the m
ost. 

im
p

o
rta

n
t sp

y
 fo

r th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates in
 th

e 1980s, w
as tu

rn
ed

 
d

ow
n

 th
ree tim

es in
 h

is efforts to 
w

ork
 for th

e C
IA

 b
ecau

se of th
e 

paranoia about Soviet agents that 
w

as a holdover from
 the A

ngleton 
years. 
►
 A

n
gleton

 b
elieved

 th
e K

G
B

 
had poisoned his bourbon on a trip 
to Israel and the local station chief 
believed A

ngleton w
as on the verge 

of a m
ental breakdow

n. T
hen-C

IA
 

C
h

ief W
illiam

 C
olb

y, w
h

o later 
fired A

ngleton, said he w
ould have 

d
ism

issed
 h

im
 th

en
 b

u
t h

e feared
 

he w
ould kill him

self. 
W

ise said
 in

 a telep
h

on
e in

ter-
view

 he had found no proof that a 
m

ole ever existed. A
 low

-level G
er-

m
an agent nam

ed Igor O
rlov w

as 
fingered and investigated, but the 
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lam
es A

n
gleton

, form
er C

IA
 coun-

terintelligence chief, is blam
ed for 

starting the destructive purge. 

F
B

I never proved that O
rlov w

as a 
spy. F

urther, said W
ise, "B

ecause of 
pervasive suspicions that prevailed 
at the tim

e, the C
IA

 w
as paralyzed 

at th
e h

eigh
t of th

e C
old

 W
ar. 

T
hey stopped trying to recruit in-

sid
e th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

 b
ecau

se of 
th

e b
elief th

at everyb
od

y w
as a 

double agent 
"T

his brought the operations of 
the C

IA
 to a screeching halt w

hen 
th

ey sh
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 gath
erin

g 
inform

ation on, for exam
ple, Sovi-

et m
issile strength." 

A
ll the m

en accused by the C
IA

 
of being m

oles, he said, "w
ere, as it 

turned out, all loyal A
m

ericans." 
W

ise said he considers counter-
intelligence an im

portant responsi-
bility of the C

IA
, "but they have to 

act on the basis of clear and com
-

pelling evidence ... not on w
him

sy 
and undocum

ented rum
ors." 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 T
h

e C
en

tral 
In

telligen
ce A

gen
cy con

d
u

cted
 a 

20-year search for m
oles w

ithin its 
ow

n ranks that bordered on para-
noia and paralyzed the spy agency 
throughout the C

old W
ar era, ac-

cord
in

g to a n
ew

 b
ook

 b
y in

telli-
gence expert D

avid W
ise. 

T
h

e C
IA

 fou
n

d
 n

o m
oles, an

d
 

W
ise said

 th
ere p

rob
ab

ly w
ere 

none. B
ut the careers of m

ore than 
120 people w

ere either dam
aged or 

destroyed, he w
rote. 


