resaet g

BK &
] . ,gtpe, .House
nte llgen Comtfﬁttee rgport the
: Ho e of Representatives was honoring

‘after Republican congressmen begged
him tg avoida constitytional crisis.
Mr. Ford Jast September-had har-

. :dened intg a position that the leak-prone
_cominitte, b eadeﬂibg &%p, QusPikeof .

- New, Yqrk, “shotl t" po’ secret’
- material whatever afier its damaging
. leak involving the Yon Klppur war, He
changed his mind and guaranteed the

A% good:.fgith ‘of ' the “¢gmmittee to his
. intglligence chief : only . after-all four
begged

—

Republican members virtually.
~-him to break the dangerous: eadlock
‘in a pk‘lvate letter. )

P ge tei-, nevAer‘a :
: v*published set’in’motibrt the cycle of -

+ House: refused: to- allow . Pike's com-’
- ittee: 1o isatze4;ts ﬁnalh;te[fm until

led a

.anale Intel]igenc
gug up.ts in-
& g

ry. bear
heavily on‘last Week‘s erushing defeat
for Chairman Pike. . 5750 0

Mr. Ford's fury over the cnmmittee’ ‘

'volving US. intelligénce just before the .
~,.Yom Kippur war was. such that he
" elosed the door on'all classified sub-
missions from the Central Intelligence
Ageney (CJA) tofhe Hoyse committee.
What terrified -the committee’s.
Republicans was the nightmare picture
- of President Ford dragged kicking and
. screaming all the way to the Supreme
Court where, in. the presidential elec-
tion year, he would be ordered to turn
 ovér clgssified documents to the House.
" In:'short, a Nixon—Watergate tapks
" replay could ot be talerated for Gerald. '
< Ford -dnd the decimated Republican

. Ford signed by Rep. Ribert McClory of
¥ Iinats, - the committee‘s scmor 5
: Bepublican I
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- security breach last Septemher in- 3,

‘Party. The result was the letter to Mr. , .

a’giiarantes mate by President Ford - . -

#dramatic nvents’ - Jist ended When the . i -

Preside i chime
White: Houqe mrmmg st?glmy after

. b _vead ‘MeClory's Tetter: gnd in ‘e’

faée ofa strong no—compmmlse posltlon

by:both ‘Secretary*of State: Heénry

ixxssmger ‘and w:lllam Cp.
dnrectorot the CIA st 1

 Colby,: Whese cwperation

. Senate. cammittee ‘seemed: boundless,

. was bitterly upset at the House com-

mittee’s leak revealing CIA knowledge

,,,,,

about Egyptian-communications on the .
" eve of qne 1973 war. Kissinger, a per- .

i sonal target of the House committee
-which wanted him held in.contempt of
the House, Was equally hitter,

. Thius, gfter the President himself b'adl
been persuaded to abandon his no-win

posnmn by: McClory and Republican
Heugé leaders, Mr, "Ford turned to
Colby and'asked: ‘*Bill . can’t we give
'them whiat they want" "L ;

tlearance for actual publication of any
classifxed materlal that goes to t.he Pike

~ -

“Colby’s” response: Yes, s1r,'bixt we i
mus retaip the“power of :prier”
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himself as” guarantor "of the’ com-
' mitfee’s good faith. He pledged to Colby’
“that it the full committee approved the

: committee

‘to release its final report: despite the -

Mr._Ford hen in effect offergd

plan he'and. Pike had worked out—no
release of state secrets ‘without prior .
clearance—he personally would
‘gversee it and act as fmal arblter of
disputes.» "~

. Further, the’ former House member
from Michigan gave those present to
. understand that no House member and "
no House committee would dishonor

P

. any agreement so carefully constructed

as this one,

That was. thé background for the
CIA's submission: of -every significant
document asked by the Pike committee

,and for the incredible decision by nine

_members of the 13-member committee

CIA’s - objection that it mcluded 240 °

.. specific security breaches.

Thig was the decision the House

“flattened, That the report’s juiciest

- ‘parts_had. él = d

"resulted from this interplay between a -

- “'President whesé most
% virtug is hdnesty and a Ho
: majority that cannot justify its actions. .

_,,_report is not.peleased, President. Ford,‘
" stands guilty of the worst “coverup +
- since Watergate.
-geeking a motive for Otis Pike—until |
‘riow one of the most respected mem--

. Pre51dent In the end, the Supreme -

: giving notice at long last that the House .~

. honesty. e

reaay
ameful, . given - the ‘Pike-For
grgement But ,tho,c,e leaks cannoki
obscure the change of mood that h

zstmguxshed
e committe.:

.Pike himself is.now saying that if th

.Some suspicious congressmen

bers of Congress—helieve Pike always 7 -
wanted 4 grand court battle with the . -

Court would surely have ruled for Pike. . | °
Instead, the Democratic-controlled - .
House rolléd overits own committee, ‘

of Representatives, too, has occasionto - .
look out for its name, reputatlon and =
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