Agency ‘was secretly- In-""

structed 27 years ago to¢al
out. covert operations algroa
m ' such a fashion th
disclosure, even'today, *cou
prompt = attacks' on: --©
diplomatic personnel ovegse 1S;
- as being- sp:es and .o
ogerators
* Officials of the Nauon
. Secunty _Council. made 't
. claifm this' - week' as"
reluctantly - released an;
traordinary 'and. apparently;
upprecedénted - public - surfi= 4
m&ry of . long- -cld! dr
government documen 3
_.The . perceived - threat: to~
dxplomatxc personnel overseas:
appeared to bebased.on: the%
long-standmg CIA -practice: of -
. using the' Forengn Servicéand
" other »agencies such.as . ‘the:
U.S. Information ‘Agency and

the Agency for Internatnonal_
Devélopmentas cover for-CIA:
.officials abroad.-
The ~:NSC- & sug:::oze
vided in response
gll:ger, openly describesfor the
fu‘st times ... n :
“ The NSC- documen

operations; the 1952 Truman
memo establishing the super-

secfet - :National . Security |
Agency, ‘and the “So-called”
NSCIDs ¢National - Security

Council " :Intelligence * -Direcs
tives) that-have since 197

dealt out broad assxgnment,s to;

U S.intelligence agencies. -

” One of the NSCIDs, issued

on Aug. 15,1950, is still so
hush-hush, the NSC: .raine

tained, that disclosure = of
anythmg beyond the fact, tha.b‘

See SECURLTY.AG. Col. 3 p

"SECURITY, From Al

n/lm ]
that apparently comprise the _
CIA’s charter for covert-

it is three pages long ‘‘would

entail the" disc8losure of

classified information.”
Descriptions “of . other

documents, especially two

1948 NSC reports ‘‘concerning
United States covert activities
in the interest of national

. security,”’ were more explicit.
Accordmg to the inventory,

" filed in U.S. District Court

here ‘as an affidavit by, NSC
staff secretary Jeanne W.
Davis, portions 4f both 1948
documents dealing with “the -
activities of another country

during the told war” are so

harshly worded that “the
language employed in- the
documents could be exploited
to affect. adversely our
relations with that count

In  addition,” the NSC

‘mamtamed discussions  of.

‘‘coordination with. . other®
agencxes” in both documents
“‘could prompt attacks on our
dlplomatxc personnel overseas

operators.”

. as being spys Isic) and covert

Critics. - of government °

secrecy in general and the CIA
in particular have consistently

assailed such fears as over- .

blown.

“It’s a thin argument ! sald
former CIA official Vlctor
Marchetti, author of ““The CIA
and the Cult of Intelligence.”

" “Their favorite cover used to

be, and I think still is, official
cover and diplomatic cover.

“What they're really saying
is it doesn’t matter if
everybody knows this is so, so..
long as we don’t say it of-
ficially. Sometimes those
instructions (from NSC) could
get pretty explicit, but such
disclosures are only em-
barrassing to the phonies who
play the game. In reality
they’re not embarrassing at
all,”” Marchetti said.

The government - took a
much sterner view, insisting,
in effect, that not a line of the
NSC documents could; safely
be released.

The affidavit was submitted §
to District, Judge Thomas

- Flannery by Justiee Depar-

tment lawyers as the result of

a freedom-of-information |
lawsuit filed in July by a

former aide to Secretary of
State Henry ' 'Kissinger,
Morton Halperin, and an
associate, David Klaus. The
government’s pleadings:
barely - acknowledged
existence of the - NSC
documents until last month
when Flannery demanded an
inventory.

“The government offers no
reason why the court and the
plaintiffs must continue “to

stumble about in. the dark,”

the judge said Sept. 18 in
calling for a factual summary
of the documents.
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