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Sen. Prank Church '(D' 
Idaho) said yesterday there Is 
"no scintilla of evidence" that 
former Nixon White 'House 
aide Alexander Butterfield 
ever served,there as a Spy for 
the. C e at r al% Intelligence 
Agency. 	 , 

„Me have faund no evidence 
to support such a charge," 
Church told reporters. "In 
fact, all of the evidence is 
directly contrary' to such a 
charge." 

Former Defense Depart-
ment intelligence ,officer 
Fletcher Prouty 'claimed- last 
week that he had been told 
in 1971 that Butterfield was a 
White House "contact man" 
with the CIA. Butterfield 
denied it flatly as did several 
of the individuals whom 
Prouty had .cited as sources 
for his statement 

The chairman of the Senate 
intelligence committee, 
C 	h said the committee 
st9f had questioned both 
Prouty and CIA Director Wil-
liam E Colby on the ques-
tion in the past week. The 
Idaho Democrat said Butter-
field never even served as a 
liaison officer at: the White 
House to deal with the CIA. 

"I think,that on dose inter-
rogation, Mr. Prouty is unable 
ta substantiate ,his ear  11 e r 
statement and  acknowledges 
this to be the case," Church 
said. He said he was announc-
ing the finding now in the in-
terest of fairness both to the 
CIA and to Butterfield.-  

The Senate committee, 
meanwhile, continued its in-
vestigation of CIA plots, and 
attempts to assassinate, for-
eign leaders: Church said the 
CIA may'  have been acting 
"like a, rogue elephant , on, a 
rampage" in embarking on 
such schemes. 
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With the assassination in-
quir' y nearing a close and, a 
public report expected some-
time this summer, Church 
said the committee has yet to 
find any "hard evidence" di-
rectly tying any former Presi-
dent or former Attorney Gen-
eral—such as the late Robert 
F. Kenney—to the CIA's par-
ticipation in assassination ef-
Iforts. 

John Eisenhower, son Of,the 
late President Eisenhower, 
said after 'a closed committee 
meeting yesterday that he 
was confident the CIA never 
proposed any assassinations to 
his father and that the spy 
agency would hive been 
slapped down quickly if the 
subject had been raised. 

"I think 'contempt' is a 
good Word for -It," he said 
when asked what. President 
Eisenhower's reaction would 
have been. 	1  

Assistant White House staff 
secretary for " the last ' two 
years of the Eisenhower ad-
ministration, Eisenhower 
acknoWledged that assassina-
tion prpposals might have 
been discussed at meetings'of 
the high-level "Special GrouP," 
a .National. Security Coun 
subcommittee in charge of 
covert ;CIA Operations. 

CIA and was headed by White 
House national security ad- 
viser Gordon Gray. 	/ 

"I thought that I should 
ave been allowedsto sit in on 
e thing, and I was denied," 
isenhower said. "And I have 
little heartbium as a result 
at's why I remember this 

ping very, very clearly . . . 
ey could have, seen some-
ing like that without my 
owing it" 	 • 
Eisenhower said he was cer-

tain, though; that "it never 
went to the boss." He said he 
was so close to his father that 
"I don't see how he could 
have done anything without 
my- knowing it . . anything 
of a significant international 
nature like this.k 	, 

Besides Eisenhowe, who 'had 
asked to appear as a witness, 
the committee took additional 
testimony yesterday from for-. 
mer CIA Director. Richard 
Helms, now- U.S. ambassador 
to Iran, and former Kennedy 
White House aide Richard Go-
odwin. ' 

Goodwin concluded his ap-
pearance at the executive ses-
sion with a sharp attack on 
Vice President Rockefeller for 

( 

The former Kennedy aide 
accused Rockefeller, of 
"defaming" a dead President, 
partly to damage the political 
career of Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy (D-Mass.), Partly to di-
vert public attention from 
other illegal CIA activities. 

"Underneath these motives," 
Goodwin charged, "is another 
reality: the CIA has acted 
with great diligence to protect 
Rockefeller economic and fi-
nancial interests throughout 
the world." 

A Rockefeller aide called 
the, attack a combination of  
"low shots" and said the Vice

,  

President had only been try-
ing to explain to the public 
why the Rockefeller commis-
sion report did not include 
any findings on the assassina- 

on issue. 
"He wasn't thinking about 

mearing the Kennedys, or 
bout Teddy or about 
's...(family's) interests in 
hile," the aide said of Rock& 
eller. "He was just trying tc 
xplriin why the report did not 
ontain a step-by-step 'scenario 
f efforts to assassinate Cas-
o. Unfortunately these hap-
ened when the Kennedys and 
oodwin were in power." 


