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By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Kpecial to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 9—The
Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence  will investigate
why the Central Intelligence
Agency failed to destroy two
supplies of poison—one a toxin
derived from shelifish, the oth-
er -a poison made from cobra
venom—the committee chair-
man said today. i

Senator Frank Church, n:n:.-A
man of the committee, con-;
firmed that the handling of!
the poisons by C.IA. would

of 'public hearings scheduled
‘to begin next Tuesday. He said
he was making a public state-
ment on the hearings “because
certain particulars concerning
this subject have been released
to the press.”

The Idaho Democrat said his
committee had received evi-
dence that in violation of a
1969 Presidential order, the
C.IA. retained eight milligrams
of a poison made from cobra
-venom and 10.972 grams of a
‘toxin made from a form of
shellfish, He said that these
amounts were “enough to kill
thousands of people.”

Mr. Church said that “in-
struments designed for the pur-
pose of transmitting these tox-
ins also have betn discovered.”
He said that ht was ‘“not pre-
partd to charge today that the
C.IA. ever inttndtd to conduct
mass bacteriological warfare
against foreign nations.”

" More Specific Seen

“1 wouid have to assume
that the purpose was to bt
more specifically targettd,” ht
said. -

He would not rule out that
such materials might have been
scheduled for use in a plan
to kill Patrice Lumumba, for-
mer Premier of the Congo. Ac-
cording to authoritative intel-
ligence sources, consideration
was given in the early 1860's
as to whether it would be {ea-
sible to kill Mr. Lumumba, The
these sources said, was

be the subject of three mmwmﬂ%sﬂu orders.” He said

vater, Mr. Lumumba
killed by Congolese. -
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“White House has
committee not to I
hearings on this subject”
the request was not honored.

“The committee is charged at that time.

bility by holding public hear-
.. M

gence Panelto Investigate Why C.L.A. Failed to Destroy Poisons.

Mr. Church  sad Sum aﬂa
urged ene woyld
hold public wou

but Senate

with the duty of revealing un- Mr.

fawful conduct by the C.IA.

cies . . . and therefore we in-
tend to discharge that responsi- Mr.
this and other subjects
Church said.

He said that the *“poisons
retained unquestionably repre-
sent a disregard for the Pres-

ings on

the C.LA. itself had acknow- Church said.
“retention of When the
' was begun, the C.LA, was

ledged that the N i
thesé poisons was in direct tion
violation of the orders issued reques

rections were suggested by the!ship not to destroy any do-

were rwo,ﬂ ::am—.rrmwuw guard
BL and other agen- but that efore their discovery
and the F-B. the £ had been left unguarded.

existence of the poisons was
discovered earlier this year
when an employe of the C.LA.
reported them to the cnrrent
director, William E. Colby. A
internal investigation has been
tha conducted by the C.ILA. Mr.

tive session before the public
hearings next week.
that| *The real question here,” Mr.
Church said, “that must not
be missed is how Presidential
orders can be disobeyed on
a matter relating to such im
portance.” He said that the
fact the United States had de
stroyed such - substances was
“announced formally to the
world.” .
“Furthermore,” he continued
“it was made a part of a solemn
treaty commitment of the Unit
ed States, a matter not to be
taken lightly.” :

1t was unclear from available
evidence just how the materials

be no comment. No no?mm_.oncmmsn by the Senate leader-

cuments or materials
might be important to the in-
vestigation, Senator Church
said that the C.I.A. had come
to the committee to ask for
permission to destro the sub-
stances and he said the com
mittee hoped it would be done
shortly.

Mr. Church said_the decision
not to comply with ‘the Pres
idential order to destroy the
materials was made in 1970
when Richard Helms was Direc
tor of Central Intelligence. He
said that Mr. Helms, now Am
bassador to Iran, will be ques
tioned on the matter in execu

committee’s srokesman

Church said the polsons

Church said that the

toxin.”

Senate *=<omam.m.

ted by the Senat lader- market.”

Mr. Church took reat Fains:
at this meeting and at an ear-
lier breakfast with newsmen|
to avoid -creating what he
called a “scare concerning eat-
ing shellfish in the American

to. the victim. In the case of
shelifish toxin, however, Sena-
tor Church said the effect wae
swiftly lethal. .

“A very small amount of
it brings near instantaneous
death since it attacks the ner-
vous system and brings on pa-
ralysis of the respiratory sys-
tem almost at once,” he said
“Consequently there is nmo prac-
tical antidote for this particular’

|

by President Nixon in 1970.
Stockpiles Ordered Destroyed
In®jate 1969, in connection
with= international treaties li-
miting biological and chemical
warfare, President Nixon or-
dered .a hait to development
of these types of weapons and.
a destruction of existing stock=:
piles, These two agents appear
to be the kinds covered .cﬁ
that ‘agreement. b
Sources familiar with the epi-4
sode’ 1said that the imaterial
had -been preserved from de-’
struction on the orders of a
middle-level C.1A. official.
Adcording to these sources,

ithe material was discovered
by the C.LA. in a warehonse
‘at Fort Detrick, Md,, an Army
‘facility near Washington. In
'his news conference this morn
rm__w. Senator Church said that
this had not been accurate;
that the poisons had been wawn
z: a C.LA. laboratory at anot
‘er location. '

He declined to give that loca-
tion. Other sources suggested
it was a C.LA. facility in Wash-
ington near the State Depart-
ment. The details in the article
published by The New York
Timés today were made’ avai-
lable to the Senate committee
the day before publication and
its spokesman said that there

would be used or administered
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