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C
IA

 sn
o

• p
ed

 at N
ixo

n
's m

ail 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 (A
P

) —
 T

h
e C

IA
 

secretly and illegally read the m
ail of 

m
any prom

inent A
m

ericans and opened 
at least one letter addressed to R

ichard 
M

. N
ixon before he becam

e president, 
the chairm

an of the Senate Intelligence 
C

om
m

ittee said W
ednesday. 

L
ater in

 th
e , day, the panel agreed 

unanim
ously to ask N

ixon to testify in its 
w

id
e-ra

n
g
in

g
 p

ro
b

e o
f im

p
ro

p
er 

activities by U
.S. agencies. 

C
hairm

an F
rank C

hurch, D
-Idaho, 

said
 com

m
ittee m

em
b

ers felt N
ixon

 
h

im
self w

as th
e "

b
est w

itn
ess"

 in
 a 

num
ber of areas, including questions  

surrounding the short-lived H
ouston plan 

to give intelligence agencies sanction to 
break the law

 at tim
es. 

N
ixon

 
is 

n
ot b

ein
g called

 u
n

d
er 

subpoena, and C
hurch w

ould not say 
w

hen or in w
hat m

anner N
ixon m

ight 
appear. 

E
arlier, C

hurch disclosed that in June 
1968 th

e agen
cy op

en
ed

 an
d

 read
 a 

letter, w
h

ich
 com

m
en

ted
 on

 N
ixon

's 
p

rosp
ects in

 th
at year's p

resid
en

tial 
election, w

ritten by N
ixon speechw

riter 
R

aym
ond P

rice w
hile traveling in the 

Soviet U
nion. 

A
nd C

hurch said that one of his ow
n 

letters, w
ritten

 to h
is m

oth
er-in

-law
 

from
 the Soviet U

nion, w
as included in 

c
o
r
r
e
sp

o
n

d
e
n

c
e
 fo

u
n

d
 b

y
 h

is 
com

m
ittee's staff w

hile probing the C
IA

 
m

ail-op
en

in
g op

eration
 —

 a p
roject  

w
hich w

as begun in 1952 and not closed 
dow

n until Feb. 15,1973. 
C

hurch's first statem
ent on the m

atter 
W

ednesday m
orning offered no detail 

but im
plied a w

ider scope to the m
ail 

surveillance than he later outlined. 
In part he said, "W

e w
ant to know

 w
hy 

the C
IA

 opened the m
ail of organizations 

such as the F
ord F

oundation, H
arvard 

U
n

iv
ersity

, a
n

d
 th

e R
o
ck

efeller 
fou

n
d

ation
 or w

h
y m

ail to an
d

 from
 

p
erson

s su
ch

 as (F
ed

eral R
eserve 

C
hairm

an) A
rthur B

urns, R
ep. B

ella 
A

bzug, Jay R
ockefeller, M

artin L
uther-

K
ing Jr., R

ichard N
ixon him

self, H
ubert 

H
u

m
p

h
rey an

d
 E

d
w

ard
 K

en
n

ed
y ... 

should have been regularly opened and 
scrutinized by the C

IA
." 

A
n aide subsequently questioned by 

reporters said at first that N
ixon m

ail 
had been opened both before and during 
his tenure as president —

 and that m
ail 

of other presidents had been scrutinized 
as w

ell. T
he aide later w

ithdrew
 that 

statem
ent, saying he had m

isunderstood 
com

m
ittee investigators, and C

hurch 
him

self confirm
ed the narrow

er version. 
C

h
u

rch
 sa

id
 th

a
t a

ll th
e letters 

intercepted by the C
IA

 w
ere either sent 

from
 C

om
m

u
n

ist B
loc cou

n
tries or 

m
ailed from

 the U
nited States to per-

sons in those nations. 
H

e said the m
ail files on prom

inent 
persons included single letters in som

e 

See N
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