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President Ford met with 
the chairman of the House 
intelligence committee and 
other congressional lead-
ers yesterday to discuss 
the impasse nvarAhe hand-
ling of secret government 
documents. 

White House Press secre-
tary , Ron Nessen said that 
Mr. Ford considered the 11-
hour meeting "most construc-
tive and useful,' but 'Nessen 
would not indicate whether 
any agreement had been 
reached.  

Chairman Otis. G. Pike said 
later that "we are still in sub-
stantial disagreement on a 
large number of issues" in-
volving his committee's, in-
vestigation of U.S. intelligence 
agencies. 	 `, 

The New York Democrat 
said he felt that the commit-
tee and the administration 
had drawn closer together on 
the release of classified infor-
mation, „„but that they were 
still at odds over an edict that 
would sharply restrict the 
committee's questioning of 
State Department witnesses. 

House Republicans who at-
tended the meeting were more 
optimistic, but Pike said he 
still planned to • ask the cora-
mittee's, approval Monday of 
resolution calling for a vote of 
confidence from the full 
-House- The resolution would 
endorse the committee's iffy 
forts to get the information/ 
needs from the ,'-executive 
branch without any strings at-; 
tacked. 

"A few issues were reduced, 
but a few new ones appeared."' 
Pike said after yesterday's 
meeting. "The President* is 
concerned about confronta-
tion. lie would like to work 
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the conimittee - s ranking 
nority member, indicated that 
the President had agreed, "to 
involve himself personally" 
and reirleiv any -distilled doc-
uments . that ,...the ebnimittee 
might Want.' to make public 
over .objections from the agen7 
ties.  

But the, utiderlying question 
of who': would have the final 
say was apparently left iinset-
tled..Asked what would hap-
peh if the President'' and the 
committee' Still disagreed over 
a partichlar clocument, Mc-
ClOry acid:' "We could get 
back hi a confrontation." 

MeClory r. added, hoWever, 
that he felt the Odds of such a 
showdown would be "very re-
mote" • if the -procedures dis-
cussed..,-yesterday are adopted. 
"The President, I think, would 
go the last-mile to make sure 
no wrongdoing,. no  imcompe-
tenee 1c:concealed," Mcclory 
said ' 

At the White House with 
the President were Secretary 
of State Henry A. Kissinger, 
CIA director William E. 
,Colby, House Speaker, Carl Al-
bert.  (D-Okla.); House Minority 
Leader • John J... Rhodes CR-
Ariz.);  White House adviiers 
Donald 'Ruinsfeld, Philip W. 
Buchen and John O. Marsh 

and ..MepS, Pike and Mc- 

PiYhite Minnie: and committee 
'staff eihialOyees were assigned 
to, work threugli the weekend, 
orr- a draft!  agreement that 
ccUtid be submitted to the 
mittee Monday. I 	'  

,formed of McClory's opti- 

mism, Pike recalled that Mc-
Clory had also been optimistic 
last week about the commit-
tee's decision to 'give the ad-
ministration 24 hours' notice 
of any plans to make, sensitive 
documents public. 

The rule was designed, re-
gOrtedli at the suggestion of 
the White House; to give the 
intelligence agencies -a chance 
to come in and explain their 
objections to any particular 
disclosures:.: the . committee 
wished to make. McClory had 
been hopeful that this would 
resolve the impasse, but ' it 
didn't. • 	 - 

The dispute began', earlier 
this month Wien the commit-
tee voted to make public por-
tions of shbpoenaed U.S. intel-
ligence report's on the eve of 
the 1973 Arab-Israeli war, in-
&uding a • four-trord phrase 
about the tightening of Egyp-
tian communications security 
that the CIA wanted kept se-
cret.  

The President responded 
by demanding the return of 
all classified inorination al-
ready in the committee's 
hands and vowing to repro-
duce no more classified infor-
mation unless the committee 
stopped asserting the right to 
make it public on its own. 
' Then on Thursday, the Stat 
Department's deputy under 
secretary for management, 
Lawrence .Sr  Eaglehirger, told 
the 'committee that depart-
Mellt officials interviewed by 
Pike's committee had been in-
structed "to decline by order 
Of the Seesetary of State to 
give information which would 
disclose options considered by  

or recorrunencled to more sen-
ior officers in the Department 
of .  State." 	, 	' 

Although Pike said no satis-
factory headway had been 
made on this issue, 'House Re-
publican leader Rhodes said 
he came away fr0111 yester-
day's White House session 
with the feeling that the dif-
ferences can be worked out. 

Rhodes understood Kis-
singer to say that low-level 
State Department officials 
could testify •voluntarily oq 
recommendations they made 
to higher Officials, hut cannot 
be compelled to do so. By con-
trast, Eagleburger told the 
committee Thursday that all 
but the policy makers at the 
State Department=asaistant 
secretaries and up—had -been 
ordered not to testify about 
any recommendations they 
made. 

Washington Post staff 
writers Peter Milius • and 
Richard L. Lyons contributed 

to this article..  
- 4 , 

finings out his way." 	• 6  
The White 'House hurriedly 

initiated the meeting after 
Pike threatened contempt of 
Congress . citations against 
Ford administration officials 
who continue to "obstruCt and 
delay" the committee's investi-
gations of the Central ,Intelli-
gence Agency and the -rest of 
the government's, intelligence 
community. 

Rep. Robert McClory 
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