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T
h
e S

en
ate in

v
estig

atio
n
 in

to
 C

IA
 

assassin
atio

n
s is • ru

n
n

in
g

 in
to

 th
e 

sands of -confusion. T
hat is the im

m
edi- 

ate m
ean

in
g
 o

f th
e su

b
p
o
en

a issu
ed

 
the other day for new

 access to P
resi- 

d
en

t N
ix

o
n
's tap

es an
d
 p

ap
ers. T

h
e 

larger m
eaning is that even the m

ost 
responsible authorities are, unw

illing 
to A

cknow
ledge that

. som
e 'issues are 

too delicate and com
plex for the rights 

andiW
rongs to be settled. by m

ere in-
veStigation.( 

T
he starting point of the assassina-

tio
n
 m

u
d
d
le is P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

. H
e 

m
ad

e, it k
n

o
w

n
—

id
 an

 o
ffh

an
d

 w
ay

 
that " verges on irresponsibility—

that 
the,. C

IA
 had been involved in assaasi- 

n
atio

n
 p

lo
ts ag

ain
st fo

reig
n
 lead

ers.' 
W

hen an outcry arose, as it w
as bound 

to
, h

e assig
n
ed

 in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f 'th
e 

m
atter to the R

ockefeller C
om

m
ission 

looking into dom
estic 'im

proprieties by 
the C

IA
. T

he im
plication w

as that the 
R

otketeller C
om

m
issioh w

ould get to 
the bottom

 of the assassination busi-
ness.' 

injact the com
m

ission w
ent an inch 

deep 'and then stopped for lack of tim
e 

anaitaff. S
o M

r. F
ord passed the issue 

'select S
enate com

m
ittee headed: 

by F
rank C

hurch (D
-Idaho), w

hich w
as 

lo
n
g
 in

to
 th

e ap
p
ro

p
riate o

rg
an

isa
, 

do of the intelligence com
m

unity.'' 
A

t that tim
e, M

r. F
ord said that he 

"did' not w
ant to be a M

onday m
orning 

q
u
arterb

ack
" o

n
 th

e actio
n
s o

f p
ast 

P
reS

idents. T
he only reasonable infer 

en
e'e w

as th
at p

ast P
resid

en
ts w

ere 
m

ixed up in the assassination business 
and'that the S

enate com
m

ittee w
ould 

m
ak

e a d
efin

itiv
e ju

d
g
m

en
t o

n
 th

eir 
role: 

T
he com

m
ittee did undertake a 'full-

scale 'investigation, using a large and 
co

fh
p
eten

t staff w
ith

 access to
 th

e 
m

ost. privileged m
aterial. It exam

ined 
the actions of all the post-w

ar' P
resi-

dents-end all the w
ell-know

n assassina-
tion attem

pts.  
It ev

en
 w

en
t in

to
 o

n
e ep

iso
d
e th

at 
w

ainatnn assassination attem
pt. T

hat . 
w

as•the shooting of the'thilean chief 
of staff, G

en. R
ene S

chneider, in 1970, 
asV

art o
f a b

u
n
g
led

 effo
rt to

 stag
e a 

kidnapping that -w
ould 'provoke a m

ilt.-
  

tary .coup against the A
llende regim

e.," 
Itt-handling-the inifitigatlinT

. S
en. 

C
hurch behaved w

ith exem
plary re:.  

sponsibility. H
e refused;ixdraculous to 

say
, telev

isio
n
 h

earin
g
s th

at w
o
u
ld

 
have been a socko sensation and m

ade 
h
is n

am
e- a h

o
u
seh

o
ld

: w
o
rd

. H
e 

w
orked. closely w

ith opposition sena-
tors, notably John T

ow
er of. T

exas, to 
produce unanim

ous decisions. 
• 

H
is one im

propriety w
as to say that 

the C
IA

 had behaved as "a rogue. ele-
phant." N

o doubt that put the case too 
strongly. W

hat the senator m
eant w

as 
that the com

m
ittee inquiry, despite the 

com
m

ents of the • P
resident and V

ice 
P

resident, did not find there w
as clear 

presidential responsibility for all the 
actions taken by the C

IA
 in the assas-

sination area. 
B

ut even S
en. C

hurch could not ad-
m

it.that the bureaucratic interplay be-
-

tw
een a P

re.sident and a secret intelli-
gence agency w

as inevitably a m
atter 

of w
illful, know

ing am
biguity—

a trans. 
action w

here neither party w
anted to 

know
 too m

uch of the other's actions. 
R

ath
er th

an
 m

erely
 say

 th
at, h

e is 
b

o
w

in
g

 o
u

t b
y

 d
em

an
d

in
g

, th
ro

u
g

h
 

subpoena of the , W
hite H

ouse, docu-
m

en
ts fro

m
 th

e- N
ix

o
n
 p

resid
en

cy
 

w
h
ich

 are relev
an

t to
 th

e S
ch

n
eid

er 

T
h
e lan

g
u
ag

e, o
f th

e su
b
p
o
en

a 
strain

s fo
r effect.' It ;refers to

 :g
as 

m
asks and m

achine guns; presum
ably, 

passed by the C
IA

: to thoS
e w

ho did 
th

e k
illin

g
. It req

u
ests tap

es fro
in

 a 
tim

e w
hen tapes w

ere probably not be-
ing m

ade. It refers to a highly sensi-
tive special file of N

ixon papers that 
S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er 

says he didn't even know
 existed. 

T
h
e u

p
sh

o
t o

f th
e su

b
p
o
en

a is to
 

throw
 the hot potato back to the W

hite 
H

ouse. N
ow

 if any secrets rem
ain un- 

p
lu

m
b
ed

, if an
y
, lo

o
se en

d
s rem

ain
 

u
n
tie

d
, th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 c
a
n
 b

e
 

blam
ed. 

•
 

T
u
rn

ab
o
u
t is fair p

lay
, an

d
 P

resi- 
dent F

ord is only getting now
 w

hat he 
-asked for w

hen he handed the, com
m

it-
tee the assignm

ent in the first place. 
B

ut'it is too bad som
ebody can't say 

flatly that ultim
ate responsibility for 

th
e assassin

atio
n
s p

ro
b
ab

ly
 can

't b
e 

pinned dow
n. 

T
h
at w

ay
,' all o

fficials co
u
ld

 g
et 

round to the serious business of w
rit-

ing neW
 guidelines and establishing 

new
 m

achinery for com
m

and and con-
trol over the C

IA
. In the bargain there 

w
ould be a little dent m

ade in the po-
pulist m

yth that som
e kind of fix is al-

w
ays,  in

, an
d
 th

at all th
e co

u
n
try

's 
problem

s can be solved if only there is 
a tough investigation of the bad guys. 
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