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. Washington Post Statf w;iper”‘

President Ford said yesterday there is

«considerable merit” in an advisory com:

‘mission recommendation that the Central
Intelligence Agency should normally be
headed by :someone other than a career
intelligence” officer. -« -
in an interview in the Oval Office, the
.chief executive said” there are “no plans™

at this time to replace william E. Colby -

as the director of the CIA, but his com-

ment on .the question of a career man. .

heading the -agency appeared to leave
Colby’s future in doubt. . . - - .. .

Mr. Ford said he had read a summar

" of the report on intelligence operations,
submitted last -week by a commission

headed by former Ambassador Robert

‘Murphy, which suggested among other

things, that the director of intelligence -

“normally” come from outside the career
service. | o E o Tt o)
Colby has been an intelligence. officer
for 25 years and has come under. consider-
able fire for his defense of the CIA’s role
in domestic surveillance . and . reported,
plotting of political assassinations over-
- §eas.’/ o e
. ~“However, Mr. Fo;
ers that he ‘think
- activities arebein
*the White House “now,
strongly against-investig
be very harmful to the intelligence com-
munity.”
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He said the current Senate investigation

of CIA “is right on the border of incur
rRE ATy ed again the

“yery illadvised” fo
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- of action. e .
" Mr, Ford also said he would “gxpect to

_ be informed” by Attorney General Edward .
H. Levi befo¥e: any government officials -

:are prosecuted ‘for ‘past -practices:.of the

CIAy and “would certainly want to discuss-

the pros and cons” of such prosecutions.

In the houy-long conversation, the Presi-
dent also: © o e

e Said he would make his proposals for
decontrol of domestic oil prices later this
week and would risk another veto battle
-with Congress if it blocked his action. He
said- he hoped - for cooperation’ on a:‘re-

veto of legislation extending the govern-
ment’s price control authority, now sched-

possibility” if. Congress balks his plan.

See INTERVIEW, A6, Col. 1~

swell:frionitoréd from. . ¥ focus of -

,“and "he warned ° 1 focus.on ‘any. o
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ions that.“could ‘¥imake a formal recommendation of Vice

President Rockefeller as his ruhnirigmate,‘ o

" sponsible decontrol program,” but said. a

uled to expire on Aug. 30, is “an. obvious:

“The price. of newly : discovered ‘oil _,is .

e —

INTERVIEWS, From ALy«

already decontrolled, but Mr. Ford wants
% to free the price of existing oil supplies,
over a period of years, in order to raise
prices’ and decrease consumption. He
denied his plan would mean $1-a-gallon
gasoline. ’
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* sional leaders ~“that confrontation is

Ford said he was “ready to. go halfway”
kin . seeking legislative compromise with
;sthe Pemocrats. TR A

b5"¢ Defended _his administratio
¥afornic policy against criticisms from black
:(,1eidexs “and AFL-CIO Pregident George
®leany, and forecast rising: employment
s%with a5 per cent inflation rate in coming
*meonths. ST E T

47> e ruled.out special. programs aimed at

“reflucing unemployment among = black
of-joblessness, saying tha
* l;he,alth' of>. 1
wilk ‘bepefit.

I s Said'he would “assumi

once he himself .is nominated by the
Republican convention, rather than open-

ey .

record.”

last fall, disavowing a~1976 presidential

strong words,” Mr. Ford said.. - :

whether he would debate his opponent for
-Président, but noted that in his 14 House

¢ contender, I accepted.” Mr., Ford added,
however; that he was ‘“not; sure debates

¢’ liey are on a local basis but I don’t rule

‘grit-Gut, either.” e S
e Said he did not think the limited nu-’

clear war tactics introduced by Secretary

-

 Said he thinks “there may be a. grow-
ing feeling” among Democratic congres- -

+ wrong and compromise i¢ right,” Vietori- |
ous in four veto battles with Comgress, Mr. .

.t ing the vice presidential choice to.the -
}-delegates without: instruction.- = -~
L He said Rockefeller was a “moderate”
i ¥like himself and said that “people “whd "
allege he’s a liieral have not studied ‘his®i

candidacy, and takes ‘“at: face value? Ken:-!
nedy’s refusal to run. “Those’ are very :
 ® Said it was “premature” to decide

. campaigns, “if I was ever challenged by a =

:.of Defense James R. Schiesinger in re-

,»téehagersior‘other groups v'v.i;h high rates' |

7S4id he had recently reread Sen: Ed:
‘ward M. Keginedy's (D-Mass.). statement. ..

+are as productive on the national scene as



" thiere {y'no-#u j in-thé stép-by:
. gotiating] process, we. will have to go to.a
“broader, ;. comprehensive - program “and - 7
reGommend . the réconvening. of the Ge-
i - N A S

;v neva conference:” .
‘had. putlined tha

£ l"ggf Pre;ident said he
2 "program * n_ generalitiea’ o Prime |
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/1ng i thejr: ashington ;meeting

%o agree on the terms of an overall setdle: -

- Rabin"has alréady stated pu)buay that .
aUS planona general peace agreement.

%o recommend a broad solution at any}

reconvened Geneva conference, Mr. Ford *,

.,.stood jthat no. U.S. plan.

% -plate 'the kind of ‘longterm continued
“occupation ~of’ Arab - ferritories; Israel !
‘' gedms. to. be planning, espe : Wash-

» as
trying to improve ties wltl‘xj:he :

: ingvg% is-
« Arabi “_ g e . - RE
Mr. ‘Ford ' underscored - this yesterday :

."""when he’said that any solution he would
“‘recommend would “be fair_ to all the -
*parties” T Dot

a



“mand reptsg *“any se,mous change” in
fense strategy. -
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¢ Said*he"had “no prior knowledge" of

former: President Nixon’s plans t{o appear . -

before Watergate prosecutors. and grand.

jurors last week, adding that it was striet-

ly thé province .of the special prosecu- L’,

tor’s office.»s -«

In Yis comments on the CIA, Mr. ‘Ford
said- he: thought the -White House now
had .pffective control ‘over the agency’s
actions. “T~can’t honestly say I know'
their’ day-td-day. operations, but I know
the general thrust.. ...-I-don’t try from .

" the "Oval Ofﬁce to manage thexr 12000

employees.” -
“We' very,. very badly need a: strong

© intelligence community,” he said, “and to

" further with’
release of ‘inform

. destroy it would-destroy 4 véry 1mp0rtantk

natienal secunty arm. of; sthe ‘President.”
He said “his concern ‘about " the Senate
investigation: w» at “4f itgoes much

.by.one means -or
another,’ e . could. .’seﬂbusly-er_i
mtelligence!eftor %

Vestigations, but ‘said that i the investi-
gators “should act irtesponsibly, we might. : .
have to exercise limitations” on.infor-
mation given to the committee,

other’unfortunate

i

i

1
[

4

18 ﬁrﬂe‘photo byrunk

xu ".‘5:;‘.' -‘ AT N |
- Mr. Ford: “Ready. to go haltway” in seekmg legislative compromise with' pemocrats.
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