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Goldwater with dart gun, former CU chief Richard Helms on the stand: Did the CIA lie to itself? 

The CIA's Show-and-Tell may now find that his coattails have 
shrunk to the point where some Republi-
cans will not want to try to ride them at all 
next year. For the moment, be showed no 
lack of zeal for campaigning; at the 
weekend, he was again exhorting the 
GOP faithful on a Bicentennial swing in 
the Western states. 

For the Democrats nationally, Dur-
kin's victor', was seen as clear vindica-
tion of their present strategy of dogged 
opposition to Ford on almost every issue. 
It also suggests that while Ford may have 
won nearly all the Capitol Hill battles on 
energy and the economy, he just may be 
losing the war in the process. 

Strike: The battles may,  not be as easily 
won from now on, either. On the day 
after the election, the Democrats were 
already flexing their new muscle. At 
issue in the House was a major oil bill 
with a sharp price rollback. Last July, 
when the Republicans proposed to strike 
the rollback, the Democrats, fearing de-
feat, postponed the vote; when they 
returned from the August recess, they 
expected to win—narrowly. But in the 
wake of New Hampshire, they won 
heavily, 242-151. Durkin's election, 
gloated House Majority Leader Thomas 
(Tip) O'Neill, "was worth 30 votes at 
least." The Administration lost on subse-
quent votes as well, and veteran political 
observers suggested that the Democrats 
were now really ready for battle. 

For the moment, the Republicans 
were in obvious disarray as they sur-
veyed their loss in New Hampshire. 
"We're all in trouble," said state Repub-. 
lican chairman Gerry-  Carmen, and it 
seemed hardly likely that many of his 
COP colleagues were about to disagree 
with him. 

—SANDRA SALMANS mut TONY FULLER a New Harndslaira 
and HAL SRUNO in WaaRinginn 
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As an indignant Sen. Frank Church 
saw it, the Central Intelligence 

Agency has been mired for months in a 
series of charges that made the agency 
seem at times like "a rogue elephant on a 
rampage." Last week, the Idaho Demo-
crat set his Senate Select Committee to a 
full airing of the case, starting with an 
improbable story of vials of deadly poi-
son squirreled away by a CIA scientist in 
direct defiance of a Presidential order. In 
the end, the agency seemed more bum-
bling than sinister. .13-it in the Church 
hearings and a matching inquiry by the 
House, the CIA also emerged as a hive of 
unaccountable men who were elusive 
with the White House, with the military 
they were allegedly serving, with the 
public and eventually with themselves. 

The Church committee hearings be-
gan with an elaborate show-
and-tell of CIA hard- and 
software developed over 
the course of an eighteen-
year, $3 million program 
code-named "Project Na-
omi." As CIA director Wil-
liam Colby told it, Naomi 
was actually a cluster of 
covert development pro-
grams run jointly by the 
Army and the agency; 
among other things, the re-
sults included a family of 
poisons capable of induc-
ing everything from diar-
rhea and memory loss to 
paralysis and death. Colby 
brought along evidence of 
Naomi's technological mar-
vels as well—including a 

battery-powered dart gun said to be 
capable of delivering a poisoned missile 
at a range of up to 300 feet. There were 
also pictures of the poison darts, which 
dissolve on impact, leaving no trace. 

Other items of 007 hardware men-
tioned in testimony during the week 
included a heat-sensitive engine-bolt for 
automobiles that releases poisonous va-
pors into the passenger compartments. 
There were also such exotic weapons as 
fountain-pen, umbrella and walking-
stick dart guns. One Defense Depart-
ment scientist described a fluorescent 
bulb that would emit toxic substances 
when turned on—and a button made of 
poison that could simply be sewn on an 
agent's shirt and worn into another coun-
try. Finally, there was the "road deposi-
tor." This was an aerosol can filled with 

bacteria to be sprayed on 
highways or railroad tracks. 
The idea was that the toxic 
bacteria would be picked 
up and spread by the 
wheels of passing vehicles. 

As part of Project Naomi, 
Colby said, the agency had 
also devised "methods and 
systems for carrying out co-
vert attacks against crops" 
and had even simulated a 
chemical attack on New 
York City subways, using a 
harmless gas. 

The most intriguing Na-
omi product was a batch of 
deadly shellfish poison that 
turned up only a few 
months ago in a CIA store-
room—five years after Pre- 

Newsweek, September 29,1975 

The shellfi sh poison 
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Senator B
A

 sr_p.. D
id you feel hurt! 

M
r. Satineurer. W

ell, not really. 
Senator B

eim
. O

K
, w

hat about a cane, a w
alking cane! 

M
r. SE

N
IC

IM
L

Y
. Y

esi an M
-1 nr  " trjrL

ctile could be fired from
 a cam

e, 
also an  

Senator R
anee. A

lso en um
brella. W

hat about a straight pint 
M

r. Seresiew
er. Straight pin! 

Senator ]lakes. Y
ew

s, ear. 
M

r. Sm
orarrer. W

e m
ade a straight pin, out at the B

ranch_ I did 
not m

ake it, but I know
 it w

as m
ade and it w

as need by one M
r. P

ow
er] 

on hie tr-e m
ission. 

Senator aurae. A
e a m

atter of 
fact , it w

a
s not used by M

r. P
ow

ers. 
M

r. Sum
m

ar. H
e did not u

se it but he had it L
et us put it that w

ay. 
Senator B

assos. A
nd buttons. I noticed in the testim

ony som
e refer-

en
ce to b

ottom
. W

h
at k

in
d

 of b
u

tton
s are you

 sp
eak

in
g of! 

M
r. Sm

iernear. Y
ou can m

ake a button from
 biological m

aterial, 
com

press it in such a w
ay that you could actually put k on your shirt 

or a coat, button it rip and you could w
alk into another country w

ith 
a sterter for com

in
g u

p
 w

ith
 a b

iological agen
t 

S
en

ator B
asra D

id
 you

 ever d
o an

yth
in

g 'b
ou

t cigars! D
id

 you
 

ever try to im
p

regn
ate a cigar w

ith
 a b

iological agen
t! 

M
r. Sew

sm
eirr. L

did not ; no. 
Senator B

A
K

E
R

. D
o you know

 of an
y su

ch
! 

U
r. Sum

m
er. N

ot. really. 
Senator B

A
SE

R
. T

hat w
as not done in your departm

ent, then, if 
it w

as d
on

e at all! 
M

r. Sw
eseerrr. N

o; that w
ould be too easy. I don't think w

e w
ould 

h
ave fooled

 w
ith

 th
at on

e. 
S

en
atorB

A
S

IL
 Y

ou
 d

on
't th

in
k

 th
at w

ou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 a good

 
tech

n
iq

u
e! W

ell, I d
on

't m
ean

 to p
ress u

n
d

n
ly, b

u
t of th

e list th
at 

w
e w

ent into here, did yes m
anufacture or deliver any of these for 

m
ay_ of th

e in
telligen

ce agen
cies of th

e G
. m

on
ad

 at any tinsel
M

r. SeN
dE

rrE
Y

. N
o; they w

ere only show
n and m

ost of the intelli- 
gence groups knew

 of w
hat w

e could do and it sort of edified them
 to 

the point that they could observe and be able to see these things if 
they w

ere in foreign countries. 
S

en
ator B

an
. H

ow
 d

id
 you

 d
o th

at! D
id

 you
 h

ave a case like a 
salesm

an
, you

 op
en

ed
 it u

p
 an

d
 sh

ow
ed

 it to th
em

! 
M

r. Sseraw
srw

r. Just about. 
Senator B

eane. W
here did you do that! 

air. SelinE
rrE

T
. M

ainly it w
as done in our division, of course. 

Senator B
erm

e. D
id you send out 	

w
 

in
vitation

s or h
at 

M
r. Szeireyry. T

hey usually invited them
selves, som

ehow
, I don't 

know
 how

 all this w
orked, but they show

ed up. 
S

en
ator B

asin
. A

ll right. 
M

r. SISIC
E

IZ
T

V
E

T
. A

nd m
ight add that m

any of your ow
n m

em
bers 

here, not on this panel, but m
any of the M

em
bers of C

ongress also 
observed these. 

Senator H
A

M
M

 W
ell, you are very generous. N

one of us M
ITT them

 ; 
is th

at righ
t! 

M
r. SE

N
IM

ilgr. I A
M

 not sure, I w
ouldn't know

, but I know
 m

any 
did. 

Senator B
A

K
T

A
. I don't know

 either.  
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W
as th

e toxin
 p

rom
 or th

e chem
ical-biological agent program

 
necessary in your ju4m

.m
t, for the utilization of the exotic devices 

th
at you

 h
ave d

escrib
ed

 to u
s! W

ere th
ese p

oison
s, from

 ahelllish, 
from

 cob
ra ven

om
 an

d
 th

e lik
e, an

 ad
ju

n
ct to an

d
 a p

ert of th
ese 

exotic devices! Y
our straight pen, your fountain pen, the starter and 

the like, did you use these poisons in those devices! 
M

r. 8
a
ssew

er, N
s; not shellfish. I think you have got a m

iniature 
b

etw
een

 p
oison

—
a b

iological m
ateriel itself is n

ot a p
oiron

 in
 m

y 
estim

ation- Y
es; shellfish poison is.a poison, shellfish. T

he others am
 

biological agents, each as say, enthrax, tnlerem
ia and that type of 

thing. T
he only thing that you m

entioned there that could be used 
w

ith
 sh

ellfish
 poison are the dart-type things. T

h
e rest used biological 

pow
ders. 

Senator B
A

W
E

R
. T

he last question, and m
y tim

e ban expired, M
r. 

S
en

sen
ey, d

o you
 k

n
ow

 of an
y record

s of th
is p

rogram
 th

at h
ave 

been destroyed! 
M

r. S
eism

al%
 I con

id
 n

ot tell you
 w

h
eth

er th
ey h

ave b
een

 d
e-

stroyed or kept intact. I know
 w

hen the division closed, a lot of stuff 
w

as sent, they told us. to '!;lenses C
ity. 

Senator B
A

W
E

R
- If I w

anted to find out m
ore about the conversation 

w
ith the C

IA
 and the destruction of records, w

ould D
r. C

ow
an be 

th
e on

e to talk
 to! 

M
r. SeN

flE
rrE

T
. Possibly. 

Senator R
A

 KEA. T
hank you, sir. 

T
he C

R
A

T
R

M
A

 H
. T

hank you, Senator B
aker. 

Senator T
hsddleston ia next 

Senator H
unotercroet. T

hank yourPdr. C
hairm

an. 
C

arrying on the tine a q
u

ertu
oin

g b
y S

enator B
ak

er as to th
e 

k
in

d
 of item

s you
 exp

erim
en

ted
 w

ith
 an

d
 d

evelop
ed

, w
ou

ld
 it b

e 
accurate to say that you w

orked on and experim
ented w

ith gadgets 
for w

h
ich

 n
ob

od
y ever yet h

as fou
n

d
 a u

se! 
M

r. Sm
.:sew

er. I think there w
ere som

e intended uses. F
or instance, 

the Special F
orces gave us SD

R
, Sm

all D
evelopm

ent R
equirem

ents, 
indicating that they had a m

ilitary requirem
ent to m

eet a certain 
situation. 

Senator H
ercoterreet. W

as m
ostly all of your w

ork then done on 
th

e basis of these special requirem
ent requests that cam

e either from
 

the Special F
orces or som

e W
ier source! 

M
r. SE

N
SK

elltr. T
hat is true. 

Senator Iluoinxgrow
. D

id these requests com
e from

 the C
IA

 direct,  
ly, to you r know

ledge I- 
M

r. Stem
m

er. N
o; they sort of rode piggyback on m

ost of these. 
T

hey sort of rode piggyback on the A
rm

yV
developm

ent and picked 
of w

hat they thought w
as good for them

, I guess. 
Senator H

oontaw
row

. B
ut you did not undertake a developm

ent or 
ash experim

ental program
 of a. particular w

eapon until you had som
e 

request. from
 the Special F

orces to develop a delivery system
! 

M
r. Sam

m
usi. T

here w
as one item

. It w
as a hand-held item

 that 
could fire a dart. projectile. It w

as done only for them
; no one else. 

Senator H
onotarrox. Y

ou developed that yourself! 
M

r. Sraisserr. I had a bend in it I did not do all of the developm
ent 

Senator H
tneraservic A

ll right, during the course of your w
ork 

there, did you have frequent contact w
ith D

r. G
ordon! 

I 
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,1

1
1
1
1
1
1
M

illita
ille

1
0
1
1
1
4
0
6
.4

/ 
:J

r' 

got there because w
e w

ere not fast enough getting it into the logis-
tics system

. 
S

enator 
SCIIW

RIW
IK

R. W
h

et ab
o

u
t th

e d
ev

ice th
at y

o
u

 m
ad

e, o
r 

w
hose developm

ent you supervised! W
hat w

as the m
ost utilized de-

vice of the ones w
ith w

hich you w
orked and supervised t 

M
r. S

olem
ner. B

y w
hom

 f 
S

en
ato

r S
o

rw
m

are. T
h
e o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 th

at I k
n

o
w

 th
a
t w

a
s really

 
used w

as the dog projectile. T
he other things w

ere in the stockpiles, 
I don't think anyone ever requested them

. 
S

enator S
cirw

erem
i. H

ow
 do you knew

 for certain it w
as for dogs? 

M
r. S

otraearr. W
ell, that is w

het they asked us to test them
 against. 

T
hey w

anted to see w
hether they could put a dog to sleep, and w

hether 
som

etim
e later the dog w

ould com
e back and be on its ow

n and look 
norm

al. 
S

en
ato

r S
triv

reto
rs. O

f co
u

rse, as I recall, th
at is w

h
at th

ey
 d

id
 

w
ith G

ary P
ow

ers' drill w
ith shellfish toxin. T

hey tested it on a dog 
to

 see if it w
o

u
ld

 w
o

rk
. S

o
 I d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
 th

at th
at at all w

o
u

ld
 

conclude that it w
as only provided for dogs. 

O
f the devices that carne through you. w

hich of these w
ere utilized 

in any capacity other than for testing! 
M

r. S
e /m

iter. T
h

at w
as th

e o
n

ly
 o

n
e th

at I k
n

o
w

 o
f—

th
e d

o
g

 
projectile. I cell it a dog projectile. W

e w
ere developing it because 

the scenario read that they w
anted to be able to m

ake entrance into 
an arm

 w
hich w

as patrolled by dogs, leave, the dog com
e back, and 

then no one w
ould ever know

 they w
ere in the area. S

o that w
as the 

reason for the dog p
rojectile. 

S
enator SttlfW

E
IK

111. A
nd how

 m
any of these w

ere m
ade I 

M
r. SE

N
E

IT
.N

rr. W
ell  L

w
ouId say_theniw

ereprobablyas  m
any as 

Ittl at least. T
h

ey
 to

o
k

—
 

S
enator S

ue 	w
riorn. A

hm
it 101 

M
r. S

intam
eer. Y

es. 
S

enator SC
H

W
-eir-rp. A

nd didn't you get. any reports back from
 the 

field on their effectiveness? 
M

r. S
erreim

er.  N
o. T

hat is one thi von never get • you never get 
th

 feed
b
ack

. o
 d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 w
h
et h

a. ed
. 

m
eter S

orm
onoto..1. 

y
 t t. o

n
 are th

e research
 an

d
 

developm
ent person ; you design the w

eapon—
and I haven't seen a 

part of the m
ilitary yet, that did not have som

e feedback on w
hether 

it w
as effective in hitting the target or m

issing it. H
ow

 do you know
 

if you are doing things righter w
rong? 

M
r. S

zietm
w

or. W
e m

ust have been doing right. T
hey kept asking 

for it. 
S

en
ato

r S
cirw

riara. T
hen som

ebody w
as using them

,  I g
ath

er. Is 
that correct? 

M
r. SK

N
SEN

E•Y
. I w

ould aanim
e so. T

he rnim
ile w

as gone w
hen they 

returned tho_hard w
a re. sir, 

S
enator Scr1W

E
E

K
E

R
, B

ut you cannot give us any specific evidence 
or proof that they w

ere used solely for dogs, from
 your know

ledge, or 
from

 your feedback? 
M

r. S
r:farm

er. N
o. N

ot at all. 
S

enator 
SC

H
W

EIR
Y

-11. Y
ou said a

 m
om

ent ago that you also dis-
tributed the cans to M

r. B
oston at the end of this shellfish project. 

M
r. SE

N
E

E
N

•E
Y

. N
a cans did I distribute to him

. I only g
a

m
 him

 the 
display m

odels of thepirototype item
s. 

aR 

4 

S
enator S

orrw
ersta N

o; I'm
 referring to the shellfish toxins. 

M
r. S

eam
/err. I did not give him

 any shellfish toxins. 
S

enator SC
H

W
ISTEZIL W

hat did you give.M
r. B

oston?  
M

r. S
eN

B
E

IC
rt.A

ll I_g&
ve him

 w
ere display m

odels. 
S

enator S
onw

eak!m
i. O

f w
hat! 

M
r. S

m
atterer. O

f hardw
are. 

S
enator SC

IJW
Iffalit, N

o shellfish toxin? A
re you aw

are that along 
w

ith that w
ent the shellfish toxin? 

M
r. S

oereereer. W
ell, l thought it should be. T

hey had to pick it up 
som

etim
e. 

S
enator S

urtw
om

ita In addition to •giving it to theM
, did you give 

it to
 an

y
 o

th
er so

u
rces, an

y
 o

th
er b

ran
d
ies o

f G
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
r th

e 
service, or any other parts of the A

rm
y? 

M
r. S

um
m

er. I did not give it to anybody, so I really do not know
 

w
hat the disposition of the m

aterial w
as I w

as not in the agent area; I 
w

as only in hardw
are developm

ent. 	
• 

S
enator S

onw
eram

. D
id T

od- have -a -reepontibility for cleaning 
out the inventory ! 

M
r. S

ensw
err. O

nly oir•the 'harderate S
ide, not on the agent side: 

S
enator S

artw
onm

a. A
nd w

here did all af the inventory- go! • • 
M

r. S
eassickr. I dm

't know
. 

S
etiator'S

cn - w
antra. W

here did theinV
entory of hardw

are got 
M

r. SPISIO
M

E
Y

. A
ll harditate w

e destroyed; period. 	
•
-
 

T
he only thing that w

as distributed ha the C
IA

 w
ere prototype/3 ,- 1

  
and I w

ould not even call them
 prototypes, they w

ere display m
odels, 

cutaw
ay m

odels. T
hey w

ere inom
ited oti boards, on plaques; that type of 

thing. 
S

enator S
cH

w
oreoe. T

hat's all the m
reeticm

s I hays, M
r. C

hairm
an. 

T
he C

nersw
rew

. T
hank lore, S

eniertS
elm

aiker: 	
' 

I think it ought to be reem
phasized : that the•doctim

ent froM
 w

hich 
you read w

as a docum
ent in w

hich'tha M
ak - U

M
 out its kpetificatione 

for the research w
ork for *kith the iltgatiej 1/101 P

aying. 
S

enator S
cnw

ensm
. M

id foe 	
tok M

r. C
hairm

an, 
that they m

et quarterly tO
 tee If their finds w

ere W
ing 	

.spent.•• • 
T

he enersocan. R
ight: A

nd their apebificititsis w
ith rilitpeet to the 

particular delivery system
s w

e have 'beeto discussing *ere as follow
s ; 

W
ien

 ru
e&

 w
ad

i, ad
ap

tation
 /ad

 teatiusw
i13
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