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With regard to CBS' request to the Director author

• 

izing 

CBS to interview Shanklin, Hosty, Fain and deBrueys, I contacted 
11==i this morning indicating to him that the Attorney 
General felt in view of the on-going investigation presently 
being conducted permission was therefore deniedAkt.this time 
for such interview by CBS. 

• M"'""-iindicated the President of CBS News, Richard 
Salant, was a very close friend of Attorney General Levi and that 
Salent may call Levi and appeal to him to allow CBS to interview . 

Fain and deBrueys.'11==3 indicated that they respected the 
position taken with regard to the on-going investigation in 
Dallas but felt that the interviews of Fain and deBrueys were 
totally unrelated to our interviews being conducted in Dallas.' • 

He said he had hoped that we could allow such interviews of Fain 
and deBrueys because CBS has certain information that would 	• 
olyviounly not be presented in the best light for the FBI. I asked 

• he could indicate to me what information CBS has. He 
said in confidence that they (CBS) have a source who he identified 

as a former FBI informant, who was known to deBrueys and that 	, 

this source has indicated that Oswald was an FBI informant and - 

that after the assassination of President Kennedy, deBrueys told 

his source that if he (the source) said anything to the Warren 
Commission that he (deBrueys) .would "kick his a - 	1::=1 
indicated that this obviously would.not present the FBI in the . 

best possible light. 117:::::3 indicated if the FBI was able to 
rake some atetement in this regard it would obviously put us 
in a much better position.  
I • 

With regard to Fain, 111=:"- 7indidrated their infcor-.: 

mation is that in August, 1943; l'Ain debriefed Oswald upon • 
his return to the United States from Russia and that they merely 

were desirous of contacting Fain in order to establish this'fact. 
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He concluded by saying that he feels that if the 
FBI could - 

permit these interviews of deBrueys and Fain it wo
uld obviously 

be to the YBI's advantage rather than-leaving open
 questions to 

that which he indicated above. 

De asked if Mr. 'Kelley would be disturbed if Salant 
contacted the Attorney General. I indicated I cer

tainly did not 

think so but it would obviously be Mr. Salant's prerogative 

as to whether he would attempt to intercede by contacting thill 
Attorney General. 

I asked 	when CBS proposed to air.the 

commentary on Pres ent r.ennedy's assassination
. He indicated 

CBS was most desirous of doing so as soon as possi
ble, however, 

it would be a minimum of S weeks before such p
ublic airing 

would take place. He thanked me for our prompt re
ply and 

indicated that CD9'wants to present the entire iss
ue in the best 

light possible which, in fact, precipitated their contact with Mr. 

Kelley. 

I gathered from my conversation with 1=2 that 
if 

approval ,were given for them to interview deBrueys
 and Fain that -

thy would present to us the questions which they propose to ask. 

tr="7/did not indicate this but I gathered from
 inferences 

that this might be possible. 

I discussed 	 conversation with Mr. Callahan 

indicating to him the posy 	ity of Salant 
contacting the 

Attorney General. Yr. Callahan, in turn, contacted Deputy 	• 
Attorney General Tyler indicating to him the fact

 thatSalant 

may contact Attorney General Levi for his appr
oval for CBS to 

contact Fain and deBrueys. 
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Dear :Ed: 	 October 8, lir 

CBS Dews is engaged in a major inquiry into the assassinations of 

John 7. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King and the 	. 
attempt on the life of Governor George Wallace. I believe you 

already know about this project as a result of a request made la
st 

Monday by Leslie Midgley, the producer and Dan Rather, the prin
cipal 	:At 

correspondent, to Director Clarence Kelley of the FBI for permission 	..*k1. 

to interview four agents or former agents who were concerned with 

the case of Lee Harvey Oswald. 	
4 

W. Kelley's office notified us this morning that the request could. 	1 

not be granted because an on-going investigation is under way by • 	i-.. 

your office which may involve at least some of these agents. T
he 	

,3;.. 
..,..4; 

investiestfOn, we understand, concerns the destruction of a letter 	
-... . 

	

*.... 	4,, 

left by Oswald at the FBI office in Dallas before the assassination. 	
% 	..,e 1. 

That action already has been reported in the press and confirmed by 
the fBI. 	

.  

p.tr. , tt...: • 

We asked for interviews with JWLCS Mosty, who visited Mrs. Oswald 	 0.4f' 

before the assassination and to whom Oswald's letter was reiorted]y 	
i44  '-.. 

addressed, and Gordon Ghanklin, who was in charge of the Della' 	
,t( 1... 

office of the FBI in 1963. 	
Ac. 

In addition we asked for interviews with John Fain, who was the
 first 

agent to interview Oswald on his return from Russia, and Warren 
duBrueys, 

en agent we have reason to believe bad contacts with Oswald inflow 

Orleans. 	 • 

Mr. Kelley indicated his own willingness to have these' intervie
ws 

conducted, saying the only problem was the Department of J
ustice invea-

tigation in progress. If we are going to include any of them i
n our 

proposed series they must be filmed withinthejle4Ahrqcor four weeks. 

If there is any possibility that the investigatioo1AIOALe conc
luded 

within that time I wouldigreatly appreciate being advised 
of a possible 

date for filming. 	 67 
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I am sure you are aware that if we cannot talk to these agents Ws_ 
have no recourse except to include in our broadcasts the stories 4 !4  
of people who say'they had various kinds of contacts with the FBI. ." 
Then Rather would go on to say that we are unable to verify the ' 
stories because the agents will not talk to us. This is not good• 
for our journalistic enterprise and, I am sure you will agree, will 
not be good for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, already having 
credibility problems with the American people. 

If your investigation concerns only events in Dallas and thus only 
Hosty and Mr. Shmnklin, could we agree that Mr. Fain and Mr. 

duBrueys might talk to us, since they are concerned only with events • in New Orleans, not Dallas/ 

Mr. Rather and Mr. Mideey tell me Mr. Kelley seemed completely assured 
that we are engated in a serious and responsible investigation of these 
events and that we will treat them on the air in a serious and respon-
sible manner. Please accept my own assurance in this regard. - 

It seems to me that it is in our mutual interest--and the interest of 
the public--that this problem be speedily resolved and the requested 
interviews and information be made available. 

Best regcrds, 

'it .1. S etc 
Dick Salad , 

Honorable Edward M. Levi 
Attorney General 
Dephrtment of Justice 
Constitution Avenue between 9th and 10th Street 
Washintton, D.C. 20530 
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