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VISIT WITH T4E DIRECTOR, 10/6/75 - PU
With recard to CBS’ request to the Director authorizing ‘%

" CBS to interview Shanklin, Hosty, Fain and deBrueys, I contacted
this morning indicating to him that the Attorney

General felt in view of the on
beino conducted pernission was
"for such interview by CBS.

°  WEMT— {indicated th
Salant, was a very close frien
Salent may call Levi and appea
Faif an2 deBrueys.' €I in
position taken with recara to

Dzllas but felt that the interviews of Fain and deBrueys were
totally unrelated to our interviews being conducted in Dallas.’
Hie said he had hoped that we could allow such interviews of Fain
and &eBrueys becausc CBS has certain information that would

not be presented in

olwliousl

€ —1.f he could indicate to me what information CBS has. He

said in confidence that they (CBS) have a source who he identified

es a former PBI informant, who was known to deBrueys and that ;

this source has indicated that Oswald was an FBI informant and

that aftcer the assassination of President Kennely, debrucys told . .
his source that if he (the source) gaid anything to the Warren
Comnission that he (deBrucys) would *kick his a--%. .

indicated that this obviously
best poseible licht. g 773

make gomo stetement in this regard it would obviously put us . -

in a much better position.

[

# 1 - Mr, Callahan ' 1
1 = Mr, Jenkins
' l - ¥z, Adans

D¥M: jo

With regard to Fain, .. _J indicated their infor- '
mation {5 that 4in August, 1563, Fain debriefed Oswald upon -
his return to the United States from Russia and that they merely

. wére desirous of contacting Fain in order to establish this‘Zact.
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-going investigation presently
therefore denied at. this time -

-e

e President of CBS News, Richard
4 of Attorney General Levi and that

<
T

1 to him to allow CBS to interview ? 
dicatef that they respected the %‘
the on-going investigation in {ﬂ
¢
the best 1icht for the FBI. I asked §
k|
would not present the FEI in the . <
indicated if the FBI was able to e
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ﬁoére to Jenkins Memo (cont'd.).

DAN RATHER, CORRESPONDENT - : T
LES F.IDGLEY, PRODUCER . A AP

He concluded by saying that he feels that if the FBI could "
permit these interviews of deBrueys and Pain it would obviously
be to the ¥bl‘s advantage rather than-leaving open questions to

that which he indicated above.

lie asked {f Mr. Kelley would be disturbed 1f salant -
contacted the Attorney General. I indicated I certainly 444 not 2.
think so but it would obviously be Mr. Salant’'s prerogative - e
as to whether he would attempt to intercele by contacting the ey

‘Attorney General.

I asled _ when CBS proposed to afir-the
commentary on President rennely's asszssination. He indicated
* CBS was most desirous of doing so as soon as possible, however,
{t would be a minimum of 5 weeks before such public airing

would takec place. He thanked me for our prorpt reply and : ﬁ f
indicated that CB9 wants to present the entire issue in the best %ﬁ
l1ight possible which, in fact, precipitated their contact with Mr. iEa
I gathered from my conversation with 3 that Af b
approval were given for them to interview deBrueys and Fain that - L
tﬁzy would present to us the questfons which they propose to ask. o
€777 did ‘not indicate this but I gathered from inferences ¢
that this might be possible. . Lo v
’ I discussed C‘_'L;":F] conversatfion with Mr. Callahan
{ndicating to him the possibility of Salant contacting the P
Attorney General. FVr. Callahan, in turn, contacted Deputy = 2.
Attorney General Tyler indicating to him the fact that ‘salant - . -
may contact Attorney General Levi for his approval for CBS to el
contact Fain and deBrucys. o : T N
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Dear E4: October 8, 1975
CBS News 1s engaged in & major inquiry into the assassinations of - - ot
John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King and the ’
attenpt on the life of Covernor George ¥allace. 1 believe you )
already know sbout this project as a result of a request made last . o
yonday by Leslic Midgley, the producer and Dan Rather, the principal Xy
correspondent, to Director Clarence Kelley of the ¥BI for permission pr
. to intervice four agents or former sgents who were concerned with x|
the case of Lee Harvey Oswald. ™
* Mr. Kelley's office notified us this morning that the request could . o\,
not be granied because an on-going investigation is under wvay by vt
your office yhich may involve st least some of these agents. The Ji
- fnvestigatfon, we urderstand, concerns the destruction of & letter . ™' b
r~ left by Oswald at the ¥BI office in Dallas before the assaseination. DR
2 That sction already has been regorted in the press and confirmed by }{ ;
- the 1BL. | o
L] L NS
i!ﬂ \ . We esyed for intervicss with Jsxes Hosty, who visited ¥rs. Oswald K
| $ N / before the assassination snd to whom Csweld's leiter was rejortedly A
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/ * eddressed, and Gordon Ghanklin, who was in charge of the Dallas
/ office of the ¥BI in 1963, ' ,

In eddition we asked for interviews with John Fain, who was the first
sgent to interview Osvald on his return from Russis and Warren duBrueys,
an egent ve huve resson to believe had contacts with Ocwald in Hew
Orleans. . e

conducted, saying the only problem was the Department of Justice inves-
tigution in progrecss. If ve are going to include any of then in our
PR proposed series they must be filmed vithln.thet?e)z_mpme or four wecks, -
If there is ony possibility that the investigaliew e).h\ke concluded
i within that time I would,greatly epprecicte being advised of & possible

' date for filning. SI‘LDA RS’J‘ (9] / .
-, . . e, PN

\V..r_. Kelley indicated his own willingness to have these “4ntervi ews

. N A -
L 3 ; : :

B e B

. ‘. . . -, '
Lt — v
. ,
g g ATy g i e Sy ey s Syt Srep e S——
B b e ~ v e W
) e TR T T TR VD
B . . Lo . . et

v




2 : | Octover 8, 2975~ ;-

. PR

'\ R

I eam sure you are aware that if we cannot talk to these agents ve L
have no recourse except to include in our broadcasts the stories : '*

of pcople who say ‘they had various kinds of contacts with the FBI, -
Then Rather would go on to sey that we are unable to verify the
sturics because the agents will not talk to us. This 1s not good:

for our jourmalistic enterprise and, I am sure you will agree, will

not be good for the Federal Buresu of Investigation, already ha\da‘ .
credibility problems with the American peopls.
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If your investigation concerns only events in Dalles and thus only
¥r. Hosty and Mr. Shenklin, could we agree that Mr. Fain and Mr.

9L R

duBrucys might telk to us, since they are concerned only with event.: 4
in Nlew Orleans, not Dallas? g
Hr. Rather and Mr. Midcley tell me Mr. Kclley seemed completely assured b
that we are engz2pcd in a serious and resfonsible investigation of these 5
events and that we will treat them on the air in a serious and respon- .
sible manner, Flease accept my own assurance in this regard. . i
g

It sccms to e that it 1s in our mutual fnterest--and the interest of
the pudblic--that this prcblem be speedily resolved and the requested
intervices snd information be made nvailablc. '

-

A

Bcst regsards,
Y .
ﬂl- .“ S. L\c : : . . . Kl
Dick Salant : s y .
lionorable Edvard H, Levi e .
Attorney Cencral

Department of Justice
Comstitution Avenue between 9th end 10th Street

AR 37, 1.2 2

¥ushington, D.C, 20530 )
4__)-’1‘. Clnrcnce Felley, Director

Federal Burcau of Inyestigalion
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