32ptembsr 29, 1974

Mr., .Palm:r Williams
CB3 News

52l West 57ta Stroet
Nzw York, New York

Deor Mr., Williams:

Plaass temporsrily regsrd this ss confidentisl for two ressons,
pressrvation of my rights and policy-lavel decision by smothsr n:t
to wheich I mads s propossl » month azo.

It is bscauss I ramembar so well tihe almost uniquely dscent reception
you gave me in the winter of 1965 thst I writse you psrscnally.

Since then I have continusd ths ssma work, developing new methods and
srass 2nd an abundsace of wew sand ths most sensstiomal svidenmcs in
whickh thsre hss beon mo ms jor-medis interest. Tis coatent and volume
sre suca thst two colleges want my flles for parmemeant srchives.

To circumveat officisl supprsssioan, I heve resorted to the courts. I
have filed four suits umder the spo-c2lled "Frasdom of Informstiom” law.
Having estsblished this willingmess - snd I bslisve I am .the writer

who hss usad the law most - the governmsat oftsm slscts to give me out-
side of court what it kmows I will go to court to get. It alwsys has
to worry sbout tlas possibility thet some one of thase unreportsd suits
ma2y attrasct attentiom to the evidsncs =ought.

Receatly it mede such s decision. After demyingk me s documeat so ex-
ceptional it is st1ll spectscular after the Nixon transcripts, duriag
the litigation the govermmeat just mailed ths thing to me. Getting
thls one document required sbout eight yzsrs of effort. The documeat
wes classified TOP SFCRAT. It is a transcript of s session of tha
members of ths 'srrasn Commissiom mestimg to work their wey around the
"rumor" thst Lee Harvem Oswsld was s federsl sgemt. Actuslly, they
#ls0 went into othsr matters.

Once I read it, I saw the posaibility of misuse of this document ss
part of Nixon's justificstiom of his gsstspo-liks acts awd im thas de-
fasnse of those closest to mim. This, of courss, meant I aad to be
circumspsct in the use of the matsrisl and to use it in a manser that
would either frustrste this possible perversion or mske its succass
lsss likely. It slso mesnt I ksd to mske tme festest possible use
becsuss, wills developments of thae csss in the court of s wWztergate
Judgs makss imitisl Nixonisn use dsngsrous if not crimimsl, oncs I
hed time to use it, the sams thimg could be leaked to snother who might
be more to Nixomlsm likimg. Anmd, of course, I felt it wss mecesssry
to uss 1t =treight, the story itsslf ss that sbbry should bs told.

So, wails doing othsr work thst could not bs svolded - I make no pub-
lic uss of it but I sm James Zarl Rey's unpaid investigstor sad we
8re now spprosching sa evidantiary hesrimg that by normsl stsnderds
shaould make news - I ruskad through ths fourth of my "underground"
books, the only fessibls way of doimg it fast. Wers it not for
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prianters' gremlins, the book would have besr manufsctured before this,
It 1s mow ia manufacturs.

My spprosch to the other nst wass an effort to sell ths subsidiesry
rights. This 1s the resson I writs you becsuse, If thsy have not
declded by the time I hsva returned from s comimg trip om the Rsy
ensas, I will have to look 2lsawhars.

Thess G0 pages of tramscript sre reproduced im facsimile. I illumi-
nste them with FBI snd Secret Service reports snd othar clessified
documents I consider relevant slresdy ia my fides. (I ksve so many
FBI reports thsre murt be sbout 2,000 peges I msven't had time to
read.) Thay sre precsded by as short a text »ss I felt would serve

snd followed by what i= crlled but is more than # legsl smslysi= by
the lswysr who representad me. It imncludes an sccount of how to get
this document I put my meed om the block, confronting the goverament
witk the cholce of chsrzing sither its prestigious witmass, the former
boss of the Wesrren Commission, or me with parjury.

This transcript is not of s gathsring of Nixonisn parsnoids. It 1is
2 ssasion of the most smimeat who expectsed that no word they uttered
would ever bscoms kacwn. As an lnsight into how goveramsat works
wher it works im secret, 1 Bave seen nothing like this. 4md in its
explicitness - well, [ think even Nixon was moi ss sxplicit ss Allen
Dulles on tas DIA and the FBI: '"Terribly bad charactsrs.” And thay
per jure themsslves regularly. He would 1iff3 even to time Secretary
of Defonse. The one exception he spscified, the president, we know
from the Bay of Plgs and the Powers U-2 affsir, he did lie to. All
abcut how they hide the identity of their sgents so wobody can sver
prove anyoms is, that it is 21l donre im s cods only two people knaow
snd they will swesr fslsely in court if necesssry.

The lste Seamstor Russell st ome point said, "You'd kmow » msn for
five yssra and swesr you nmever ssw him,” » statement to which Dulles
agreed.

Wikat untll now I mave never used is the sscret relationship I had
with Russell, tiae Commisaion's most conssrvstive member. Following
wast I put in kis hsnds, ths deatruction of the record of the doubts

I knew privately e kad kad sbout the Report ke digned under a desal
than meds snd of which no racord mow exists, he resigned his QIA
oversisht rasponsibilitias, ended Ris long frisndship witkh LBJ (wiko
wss not guilty inm this csss but to Russell it was 2 second LBJ double-
cross), snd whsn ke knew Ris death was Imminent, he msde 3 limited
public record of his doubts. To his dying day ko cortinuad to en-
coursge my work to disprove ths Wesrran Report while axpressing regret
A3 wes unable to be part of it but slways wanting to be kept Irformed.

Part of thls was verbal but I have periasps s Wslf-dozen letters. There
is soms racord of sll of it.

The other net sesms to be smphssizing this Russell part. I asve much
mors on it thsn is ia the book. Thay appssr to be haviaz trouble .
locating his former assiastant with whom I also met snd corresponded.
Thsre should be no difficulty. My own vliaw is that this Russsll part
is 2 sapsrate story, reslly, if thers is TV interest, snd a very good
one, quite Orwsllisn becauss it {nvolves the faking of » transcript
#s Wall as the destructiom of the record for history Russell thought
he wus making. I gzave mim the fake snd it stunmad him. Ths one
quastioca ms had is, wes thers still the origzinmsl. I obtainsd official
proof for him that taere is mot and developed my owr proof that it
naver axisted (also stamped TOP SZTCR:LT). All of this is im officiael
documents snd correspondencs.
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When I was in Washingtom Friday, I tried to reach George Hermam, who
krows me. He was busy on the inflstion story. Ia speaking to his
sscretary, I did not remember that I would be sway most of Saturdsy.
George mormslly works Sundays. In » fasw kours I have to leavs on

this Ray caso work. I write in the evsnt George does not resch me

or that hs says to write you. I had ir mind thst ke might take the
time to resd this book of whick I now have only a» single set of
proofs, and glve you sn opinion. I would have delivered it to mim
oa ny wesy to thke sirport.

However, I have no reluctance in trusting you. My wife will bs home
in my abaence and csn mail you these proofs if you phone. I will be
back ths end of the wesk.

I sm sware of the problems for CBS in saything that destroys the
Warren Report. The psrt on Oswsld ss sn sgent proves st lesst intent
to cover up. Other psryssof this transcript do demolish the Resport,
beyond repsir. Over the yeara I have obtas ined much evidencs ths
Commission did not msve. It does the seme tming sll over sgain., But
I have been without ths means of printimg that completed book amd
these documents. It will cost sbout $15,000 amnd I'm broks. (My law-
Yer borrowed the money to pay the printer for the book of which I'w
writing.) However, if I were GBS and it wsrs going to happsan anyway,
I'd want to do it wmyself and recspturse what that mskss possible.

If you slect to consider my offer, plesse do not bs reluctant to ask
questions. There is nothing in this book thsat I have mot established
seperately with coumtless otier officisl proofs. Bscsuse of money
problems, I hasd to keep downm the size and use excorpts instesd of
complste documents, all in facsimile. Ons exsmpls of this is my use
of excerpts oaly oan the FBI's withkolding from the Werrem Commissionm
of the fsct that Oswald carried an FBI sgent's name, phons a2rd license
numbers. I Rave a2 fat fils of xeroxes on this amd more from ny owna
investigations.

I do hope tkis can receive serious comsiderstion. I do belisve it
will make superior TV journslism,

On another subject tat mss been in the news lastely, Hsrlan County,

I sm the only men who wes psrt of the fwo federsl investigations of
the past, by ths Semate »snd by the Department of Juktice. CBS hss
reported excellsntly on the current situstion. I thiak there is
quite 2 story in the pest, the psst of whkich I hsppesned to be part
and a2 story that, to the best of my kmowledge, kas never been told
outside the officisl records. I hsve those of the Senste (I was slso
that committee's oditor) and csn locate those of the Justice Depart-
ment if they ars not in Washington.

While I sm rsambling, I mentiom sanmother currsatly topiczl story from

my psst as am investigative reporter, before I went into intelligence
in Adorld Wsr II and while I wes slso s voluateer British agent in
economic warfars. 3ome of my exposes of Nazli csrtels were so kot they
could mot be printed. A decent series was published snd attractad
much sttention. Governmeat actiom followed s number of these dmpos=es,
One deal with whickh I could do nothing precluded Amsrican development
of symthetic zas and rubber. I remember snougk to trace sll the
proofs through the patent office iIf it is mot too hot.

Sincerely,

Harold Welsberg



