Rs. 8, Fredexiok, Md. 2170t

Rarold ¥Welaberg
3/30/74

George Horman
CB3 Newa
Dear George,
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who had besn lisutenant governor of West Virginia.
as we stralled in the mountains before breakfast.
Wm%%&mfmwtpwhr-hd!dmhme{ﬂmm
was not from the epartmens of Justics or the FRI, so I had local sources of everything
from boose to information. (It was a dry oownty and I was also thw official paxty's

reavnner wvhes the bootleggere® prices got too high. I van 1t from
Jellioo, Tenn., 1n sn old armored Autek of the Department's.)

Vhen my sources 4old me whan and how the jury was fimed and nodody from Washington
would believe suoh a thing oould happen, I decided 1% was time to return %o the job at
the Senate from which the Department had horrowed me becanse I knew most about the subjects.
X served as their expert en suoh things as duoes tecum subpenigs. Something ddse the
Washington people didn’t axpeot followed imzsdiately upon my departure, six wavders, of .
gathugs killing sach Gther. X was the only ane who knew how they came to pess and I wan
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Before the FEI agmnte poured in, whedq thexe was but one, the lawyers and xs, we
had a chaffour who got eo soared of 4he 4
went o5 an uwsended drunk. We had to apirit him cut of Harlam - while being watoheld by
the thug-deputies who were looking for local charges they oould pin

Hopkine, an ssaistant A.O. later hired by Yoln lewis as NN generel
MhWMMMW.MWDJ.WmMSMuuth
armored

¥With these two atories it is my intention %o give a Mittle of the conditions
wiich the federal prossoution worked as much as local oolor. )

todsy

sny mob but Wy the.operators, through the mechinery of oompany towns. The cperators
also without sympathy for essh other if one was suspected of cottoning te Washington. X
renember ihe one-axmed lawyer for Peabody Coal snd his enginesring a molo aoutenders in
xy room in london. Within days Peabody's Harlan mine was beubed and burned.

finers vers not puid ebough $o 1ixe on so they were always in debt to the company
store, vhoue prioes were always exceptionally high. They were paid in scrip, not money,
and gould spend it at the company stre only. Thay were hever out of debt and vould nod
sven nove when they were in dsdt. Besides, the opevutors ovmed all the shacks.

Pearl Bessham, who yun the Harlan-Wallins Coal Co., & axell men whe ) like »
Centra) Castings job on a Yankes storeicsepsr, was probably ¥hw most effecient in skimming
kis own payroll. had a real cheokoff, a buck for & raffled turkey, a Wk for a chanoe
on a wxedk of a oer, 8to. Auy empleyes who complained was beaten up, prouto. And esch
employes was doaked for eash tuviey raffled weekly,

Ben Lawson was oxlled *Uncle len" because he had none of the attributes of an unale
except grey bair. He had the Harlan equivaleat of Tiger Cages at his minef, privwa
Jails as I reasaber under the steps of either the offfces or the company stoves. e
the law, 100 of it.

There was an authentio horo, a lay preacher/miner sotuslly named Marshall Nusiok.
Hot mtm”onmthm. Just living there was heroism, But these wntil-then
mountain-look pecple rarely left. Thus the parsistence of the Klisabetban spesch. Musiok
was boaten up and orippled. lle probably held the record for beatings survived. Once he Wiz
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This friend was hipped on the anoestor for whoa “ohacmed was
wummqun.m.nmmnmmummw.mumm
as ambassador t0 Ruasia to save his 1ife after he had won about as nany fighte as cue
man oould expeat to survive. He'd make a helluva movie, with the
!ohdtolmmmotmaﬂm'ﬁhuwbmum'.fml:.

I wander as I remsmber and I must get to work.

Another item in yestorday s news carried me back, Wit ouly
remenber, in the eéntext of the Kisindienat phx plea~bargaining,
‘you and others proving he was a practising liar. They vere s
umrmtdqmwwmmammmaw.myhmm
same record on Mitchell and even inolude my uncontested and wupumi of
dfumwgm.zomm:umtuwwnmmwutmm
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wrote in his decision I still + understand. Bis First-Amsndment conoept is that a
writer should de forever forf from making inquirvy. Or, prior restreint is a
m.mmtm.mun.mxmmmuammmcm
pecent, And he was no JFK partisan, either.

Well, £ hope I haven's boved you.
And thanks for the transoripte I asked for.

Sinocerely,

P.S. Tha last time I was in Harlan was the week after World War II started. The Ui

then hud a resident organiser who has just reachediipeld:Weldbi¥p carver & sick, oxippled
and ruined man, Goorge Titler. Yeorge hau the guts to stay in Harlan town. 4nd he made
the bast Pennaylvania Dutch sauer kraut and ribe I ever tested, topped off with a

gvape ple, Bound like a guy that tough? I mudo the one stop in Harlan, for lunch and &
vigit, and was ceréiain to get to Bristol befors sundown., That was only two years after
the killemstarted killing themselves and some of their friends might have figured out
how it all staried.




