3/18/72
#r. Julian Uoodman, Presidoent
Bational Brosdcasting Comnpany
Rockefellay Centor
How Yoxi, N.Y,

bear Mr. Goodoen,

Doubleday is about to bring out a book fitled "An Amarican Death®, rupreswntod ss
a study of the sssaseination of Dr. Martia Luther King, Jry., and saying that Jamos Barl
fay was the lone assassin, Beginning with a sin-igrbe adwanos to the author, deieid
Franics and including extraordinary advance bookeolub offerings, this comwrcial projoot
ommot migc-ed without the unpsdd use of tho electronio nedim, meaning tho people alr.
It prosents one, the official side, of a mmber of questions of national interest on
whilch N0 has alavedy refused to pregent the other side and had, sxtemsiveoly, presented
thds official side in the paat. ne of your liceusecs, for exanple, after preseating
memmnauuwwmm 's, refused to permit me %o
air ¥ o alde. :

doide from the queetions of fagt, such as 1s tho orime solwed, did Ray compit the
arime, thare are other issues of national importence that deily saswsume greater cignifiosnoe

wmtmmmmumwmmmmmummwmu
Tinangial and Jiterery intaxests provent Justice and frustrate the nomsl workings of the
laws ocen defense goutped da depexdisnt upon this egmwariGal insorest and not be hopelesuly
ridden by an irreconcilhble conflist of interest ‘tha litersyy property vaporiping at sy
trial, whiloh makos overything there adduoed publie domain)} can socioty and its aystem of
Justios swrvive what spounts to & conspirecy to prevens a trisl, a special fuoerm of
Wmmasmmummwmwnmmwmm

tiis phon-bargaining and dictate the tmms of the agresment and the s
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threaten tiw doath of thoe defandant and thon Wribe him into silonoe, sspecislly in
of this nature and with its congequenves, the greatest ooat

but ones and meny, wany othersl ahall be gled to detail to you on requast, I tidnk
are moxe than euough %o show the relevance of FUO regulations to this ompe..

those

There ia also the quastion of the righta of the socused, defanation of hin to shich he
cannot reply, and, uhether or not it is {iC's intent, propagands against end intrusion into
e ofiorts to obtein a full, open anc publio trial, soxmothing there has not been in this
onse, This omnot but bo adversaly affeched by preseutation of Frunk's particen views. Ray
is in jail and cunnot defend himeclf, Even if this werc not ths omne, beosuse of pending
legnl appeals £t is imposcidle. He has yead sy published version of ths orimo and the
fungtioning of soolety in it, the bBook FRAMEWLD whioh NDC and ite lioemoses refused o
prosent to its audiance and the only study on that alde of this case and these dssuow,
and bo has sthorized mo to sakk for equal time of you in his nome and in his defense, Mo
han denied bedng the asoassin and Mr. Prank seays be was the lone sseessine He haa nower
admitted boing the agsasedn. Thexe is no possibility of personfprofit to me in tida, although
that is irmvolovant, bocaus: my otudy 43 a year old and net to ny :mowdedge in any bookatore.
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For all of its extensive f tios and with the unquostionable oonpetenos of its
profesaional ataff, tho of tide case arc such that adequate wnderatmding
pay well bo denied HBC, It cannot, for example, use ite own parsonnel t0 present the
omuummmmymmmwdwmwmamm Hr, day.
Aoquising command of the faot yequired in itself makes this impossille. n ny
m.umﬂmm mmmﬂmmmmmtml&.
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by Yy« Frank and hic books :

Imnunumumammuketusmurtethe_dmofﬁr.rm.
Bt I hope you aloo realise that onoe he s alred without simultanecus presentation of the
other side, 1t iz not posaible for the view snd repropentation of fact other than Me to
catch wp with what he will have to say to defond his work and sell it or to roach the
same audienoe. I sugrest that rising this with you in advance of edring provides you with
the op:optunity to moot your obligntions more filly and faivly.

Vﬂhﬁmmmﬂmtithantofnﬁ&mbatrm,ﬂnmlymﬁmw or Ray's
au.zmnmaammtummhmw.mmmmm which
has been presentod extenaively and exclusively. But if NiC decides to again sir the
ane side of this oase, I do think 1t should mimdltenecusly proseat the other alde, widah
I alone as oonpetent to do, bedng the only onie who has dooa the requisite work and investi-
gation, Thus I ask of you that should NBO present kr. Frank in any way, it maice it possible
for mo to appesr in confrontation se that the people may have both sides simdtansously.

There is no posoibility of gain for me in thin, ms there is for Mp. FPraok, I recognise
that I may be holping him financially whore the sase 1s not poscible for me, But I think
the over~riding iswue is the sovess of the people on thelr alr to all sides of the many
gquestions ai Lssuen of national importemce that are, inevitably and inextrionbly, i
walved in any airing of any aspect of the overall subject.

I do hope you will agree with o,

Sincaroly,

Harold Welsbarg



