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O
f P

rofit.  ..ond :C
areer-. Loss. 

B
y S

an
dr V

an
ocu

r, 

	

, 	
• 

C
B

S
 w

ill d
evote tw

o h
ou

rs th
is 

T
hursday night to an ugly episode in 

	

the short history of broadeasting. 	
- 

It is entirely appropriate. C
B

S w
as 

resp
on

sib
le for th

at ep
isod

e, th
e d

e-
struction of the career of John H

enry 
F

aulk, w
ho w

as fired from
 his radio 

show
 at W

C
B

S, N
ew

 Y
ork, in 1956. 

T
hee tw

o-hour program
, 9 to 11, is 

called "F
ear O

n T
rial," the title of the 

book in w
hich F

aulk described w
hat 

happened to him
 w

hen a vigilante or-
- ganization, A

w
are Inc., charged that 

Faulk, w
as pro-C

om
m

unist. 
It -w

ould be w
orth w

atching sipiP
lY

 
for the splendid perform

ances of W
il-

liam
 D

evane as . F
aulk and G

eorge C
. 

Scott as L
ouis N

izer, the attorney w
ho 

successfully sued A
w

are Inc. for libel. 
T

he jury aw
arded" F

aulk a record 
$3.5 m

illion
 in

 d
am

ages. F
au

lk
 re- 

ceived but a fraction of that am
ount, 

w
h

ich
 w

as con
sid

erab
ly red

u
ced

 in
 

the appeal process." B
ut Faulk's career 

in broadcasting w
as ended.' C

B
S con-

tinued as the m
ost profitable com

pany 
In broadcasting. 

It is also w
orth

 w
atch

in
g for an

-
other reason. It details in depressing 
accuracy how

 a supposedly pow
erful 

organ
ization

 allow
ed

 itself to b
e in

-
tim

idated by L
aurence Johnson, the 

ow
ner of a superm

arket chain in Syra-
c
u

se
, N

.Y
., a

n
d

 a
 so

-c
a

lle
d

 
"professional consultant" on com

m
u-

nism
 nam

ed V
incent H

artnett- 
C

B
S w

as not alone in allow
ing itself 

to be so intim
idated. T

he 'entire broad- 

cast indukri w
as also involved in the 

• capitulation, denying em
ploym

ent to 
those w

hom
. H

artnett w
ould not cer- 

tify. 	
• 

W
hat this program

 'does not 'm
ake 

clear is w
hy C

B
S allow

ed itself to be 
so intim

idated. T
hat is not the fault of 

D
avid R

intels, w
ho w

rote the script 
and w

rote it w
ell. T

he problem
 lies in 

the fact that the people w
ho• ran C

B
S 

cou
ld

 n
ot exp

lain
 to you

 n
ow

 p
re-

cisely w
hy they knuckled under. 

C
B

S did not have to knuckle under. 
In the early '50s, ' w

hen blacklisting 
• was started, C

B
S had becom

e the N
o. 

1 n
etw

ork
.' If it h

ad
 tak

en
 a stan

d
, 

N
B

C
 an

d
 A

B
C

 also m
igh

t h
ave re-

sisted
 B

u
t.C

B
S

 d
id

 n
ot tak

e th
at 

stan
n

. T
h

e m
en

 w
h

o d
om

in
ated

 it, 
W

illiam
 S. P

aley and his chief operat- 
, ing officer, D

r. F
rank Stanton, did not 

- take that stand. ' 
'A

ll-organizations are derivative of 
,the people w

ho are at the top. If they 
"

 d
o n

ot sen
d

 exp
licit sign

als d
ow

n
-

w
ard, then the individuals w

ho serve 
beneath them

 have little incentive to 
dem

onstrate courage and deny fear. 
W

h
at ap

p
aren

tly b
oth

ered
 C

B
S

 
m

ore than the blacklist itself w
as the 

fact that F
aulk decided to challenge 

it.• T
w

o C
B

S executives appeared as 
subpoenaed w

itnesses for the dfense, 
taking the position that C

B
S had fired 

F
aulk becuase of poor ratings. 
A

lon
e am

on
g th

e top
 officials at -

C
B

S
, E

d
w

ard
 R

. M
u

rrow
 cam

e to 
F

aulk's defense. M
urrow

, a m
em

ber 
of the. C

B
S board of directors, gave 

F
aulk $7,500 of his personal funds to 

help w
age the struggle. W

hen F
aulk 

,p
rotested

 h
e cou

ld
 n

ot accep
t th

at 
m

uch m
oney as a loan, M

urrow
 told 

h
im

 to con
sid

er it an
 in

vestm
en

t in
 

his country. 
L

on
g b

efore M
u

rrow
 left C

B
S

 to 
head the U

SIA
 In 1961, he had • out-

lived
 h

is u
sefu

ln
ess to C

B
S

. T
h

e 
reason: he had becom

e too controver-
siaL

 
T

h
at is • th

e on
e th

in
g you

 m
u

st 
never be in broadcasting, too contro-
versial. B

e w
rong. B

e tim
id. A

bove all, 
b

e safe. Y
ou

 can
 go a lon

g w
ay in

 
broadcasting by avoiding controversy. 
Y

ou w
ill be rew

arded for it. Y
ou w

ill 
even be honored. 

D
oes C

B
S

 d
eserve an

y cred
it for 

airing an incident that show
s it in a 

sorry light? P
ossibly. P

erhaps• it is a 
form

 of corporate expiatidn that m
ay 

m
ake people forget how

 callow
 w

as its 
behavior at a tim

e w
hen it could have 

led and did not. 
C

B
S and the other- netw

orks w
ent 

on to greater glories such as the m
ax-

im
ization of profits. F

aulk w
ent back 

to T
exas w

h
ere h

e sow
 A

id
es on

 a. 
farm

, lectu
res an

d
 d

oes' a m
od

est 
am

ount of broadcasting. 
H

e, is said to harbor no bitterness 
over w

hat happened to him
. P

erhaps. 
B

ut only F
aulk, and perhaps one or 

tw
o oth

ers, can
 u

n
d

erstan
d

 w
h

at it 
does to a m

an w
hen he takes a stand 

an
d

 fin
d

s th
at h

e tak
es th

at stan
d

 
alon

e, u
tterly alon

e,. an
d

 w
aits an

d
 

w
aits for others to join him

. A
nd they 

nev7 com
e. 

Sunday, Sept. 28, 1975 	
G

 5 
• 

ces ram
* 

W
illiam

 D
evane as F

aulk. 



Photo by Tom Curtis for The Washington Post 

John Henry Faulk in CBS ;days, left, and today. 


