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~ CBS Drops Instant Analyses,
~ Will Offer Free Equal Time

By Peter Milius said Feplies will be scheduled; William Sheehan, = senior |licans complained to the FCC
Washington Post Staff Writer  '|uag goon as practicable, but vice president of ABC news, tt}r:atFt(lJlé plan (viva; “nlfair;i:fld
The C : . - said much the same, adding |the agreed, Jencks 8
System y‘:;lt:g:;: Broa:castgxg generally no later than one that “we do not pelieve in set-{ CBS then took the case to
y announced a|week after the President |ting a blanket policy.” - court and finally won, but by
new system for giving the|speaks.” : . Jencks said CBS' new policy |then, the 1972 campaign was
President and his critics equal| Jencks said the new policy | wa§ not that great a change about to ‘begin, Jencks said. |
time on the air. , would be suspended during from its past policy. He noted | More recently, he noted, vari- |’
In-the futuré, CBS said, af- idential electi that the network announced injous members of angress
ter every presk dential i presidential election Years,|yg70 a plan to give members have demanded free time to].
very presidential racio or)when the Federal Communica- | of the opposition party time to|reply to the President on is-
television speech “on matters|tions Commission’s  “equal {reply to _the President on|sues. The networks have for
‘" of major policy concerningitime” regulations apply. " |“controversial issues.” The|some years given the opposing
which there is significant na-\ The custom of providing in- first such bloc of free time party time ‘to reply to thel
tional disagreement,” it will L - \ that it gave away was o Dem-|President’s State of the Union
» stant analysis immediatély af-|ocratic =~ National Chairman | address, and Jencks said CBS,
give free time to holders ofter presidential speeches was)Lawrence O'Brien. The Repub- ‘would probably continue that.
opposing views. : one of the things Vice Presi-|; - . oo .
At the same time, the net-|dent Agnew criticized thé net-
work said it will no longer| works for during hisattacks
broadcast the familiar instant|on the media in President Nix-
/analyses -“immediately after|on’s first term.x - !
presidential  appearances.”; It ~Ina speech. in Des Moines
will offer such analyses in-|in November, 1969, the Vice
stead during -its normal news|President lashed out at what
programs, it said. he called “a small and un-
The ability of presidents al-\elected elite” of television
'most to commandeer free tele-| commentators; he complained
vision and radio time has been|of their “querulous criticism”
a touchy and increasing prob- | of a presidential speech on Vi-
lem for the networks for(etnam. '~ - ‘
years. The problem has been| Jencks said the new policy
how to give the opposition| of free time  for’ opposing
equal ‘access to the public.|views goes farther than the
CBS said its new policy was a|old one of simply providing
step in that direction. comment. He ‘added that, if
The network, in a statement |the network continued to pro-
by its chairman, Willidm S.|vide immediate analysis of
Paley, said it will decide|the President’s speeches, it
which presidential  broadeasts | would have to.do the same for
.are ‘significant and controver- | the replies. Now it will do nei-
sial enough to merit free time |ther. ' )
for reply. It will also deter-i NBC and ABC said late .yes-
mine the length and format of |terday, in response to queries,
. replies, it said, ‘and choose the |that" they "bad "no “plans- to
person..or - persons - o .make |change the way ‘they handle
them. @ il |presidential ~speeches. NBC
Those chosen to ;'eply; said | said through a‘spokesman that
Richard W. Jencks, CBS® vice it wauld “continue to evaluate
president here, will.not neces- each presidential speech on its
sarily Be members ‘of the. op-'|own, and what. response. is.re-
posing political party.” Paley quired.”™ AR
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