f——

/6/TL

Hy, Richard Selant, President
CBS News

524 W, 27 Street

Now YOrk, H.Y. 10019

Dear Mr. Salant,

I appreciate the prompinsss of your “uly 1 response to my June 268 letter. I wish
I could say more for ite

In describing your coverage of The rentagon Papers as "full and ocontinuing”, you
understate. All the major media, CBS included, in handling this vital issue were true
to the traditional responsibilities of the American press. The entire country is almoet
as mwch in your collective debt for this as we are to those papers W travail is not
yet over for their parts in bringing this suppreesion to 1ight,

However, you avoided and your evaded, and I suggest your phrase "in which among
other things you seem to be requesting” indicates this wes not accidental.

There is one aspect of this flap not touched upon by any media, to the beatof my
Imowledge, It is to this that I referred in citing your unquestioning presentation of
Herbert Klein, This is further treated in Chief Justice Burger's opinion, it is an ares
that may well figure in coming acticn against the Times, Post and perhaps othor papers,
for to ths unknowing and unquestioning, it may appear to be a legitimate criticimm of
the methods used and not used by these papers. As I said, I think I holdthe track
record in the attempted use of this law. The government has compiled for me an incredible
of dishonsesty, duplicty, mderepregentaton and, I think, perjury in it. From the begin-
ning, I attempted to background CBS Hews on all of this, even givean it essential proofs
in confidence and in advance of court use.. I think that even too late, there should be
major-media treatment of the federally-arranged futiliy of pecking to use the excellent
"Froedom of Information" Aot and of the open disregard of the expressed will of the
Congress ns embodied in this law and 1ts leglalative history. It is this that I asked.

1 bope you will reconaider, at lenst to the extent of having one of your reporter, like
George lierman, whe 1 did background, ses if therex is what CBS could regaxd as leglitimate
news interest and velus in it. Until you explore, you do mot know, do you?

What you disregard entircly is my proper request for equal time to pregent the
other side on the James Earl Ray-lariin Luther King oase, Without any questioning at
all, in what amounts to & propaganda prepentation, CBS has presented Peroy Foremen,
who was saddled with a conflict of {nterest he gould not resolve, in a gelf@justification
that melts on examination. I am the author of the only book giving this side, nou almost
dead as a result of prems abddcation of its traditional role, in this case in support of
an official mythology vhen it should Imow better. I renew this request and nalce an of for
not required by the faiiness dootrines have one of your people ses and select the evidence
I would pwesent, Here alsi, I hope you will agree., The cost to you is negligible,

And, I again express the hope that in the pastmmththema.jormdiabasuenonou@
to inspire it to reconsider what amounts to policy decisions on what is and can be news.
1 wish you'd read parts of thamwkowdonmdaskyoumelfiftm situation is not,
really, worse, whon the press does this sort of thing on its owne

Sincerely, Harold Weisberg



