The Anbé-Kemedy (aka The Assassins) Campaign Becowes more Overtly Ford Defense
and the only one of the CIA possible. m 5/%0/75

The psoce and intensity of these stories eocelorate. The departurc from standards
applied on other stories of this magnitude simultencously disappoar. The current one
exenplies all these points.

NBG P.M. TV net News (Ch.11, 6530) had en AP item only pert of which * heard
quoting lLanddale as maying that an intermediary close to JFX (refused to name) had
ordered him to get rid of Castro in any way possible. Account included assassination.
No second pource.

CBS (Che9, T peme had tii: as the lead, opening item, summsry by Cronkite leading
into Barry Serafin, said to have interviewed Lansdale by phone, Here the story is not
quite the same and has enough detail to make the whole t!ing kighly musploious.

Thds mocount i: sizdlar in the refusal to name the interwediary and has the eame
Journalistic defectss no indication of Lansdale's, Cla siakes in the story; no questions
of a professional military man (then oolonsl, now general) on why he paid attention
to such a directive outside the chain of command (can anyono believe that a *resident
not irrational would work this way, putting hmself forever in the debt of the CIA and
all who knew).

Consistent with NBC 4in maying the idea to get rid of Castro any way possibles
ooup, assasasination, ete.

The CBS accoultt iholuded an wnidentified memo and Lansdale's claim to a hasgy
mesoxy. (ihat could be more natural with all the direct Presddential orders to off
a1l those heads of state? Whe could possibly romember?) "Hawy memory® dgirect quotes,
only as "memory hazy."

The CBS account has Lanedale atiributing this sllaged order to JFK's reaontment
at the Rusadan migsles in Cuba (be'd sure teach them!) snd the date iz August 1962,

This creates a very large and I think insurmountable probleme JPK did not inow
of any Russian missles in Uuba then. The official story ks that nobody dide it is that
MoGeorge Bundy mave him the news on awakening him I think 10/15/62.

Yor the CIa to stick to this story if 1t can be oushed it will have %o admit
withholding the proof from JFK, unles:s 1t can get away with fudging it.

He knew of the first missles earlier, the suxface to air ones of limited range.
The mtoriee_sme that he did not objsct to "defensive” waeponu,

¥With the Vietnam assassination 4t is surprising that Lansdale was played so
wicfritically, especially when he claired his memory was hazy and when there supposedly
was a written record. dore, why shéuld hs be allowed to pretend to believe that if
there wers enything to the story none of tie investigations, which can compel his
testimony, would not insist that he glve the name so that person could be questioned?

However, unles: that person turns out to be conveniently desd, he now hes to o
callad. And if he does not confimm the account there 1a no way of withdrswing the
sffect of tiia story.

The whole tiing presages a line of CIA dofenses sure it did a few-very few-
things under other leadership (esp. Yemocratio) that it should not have but alas there
is this conpuladon to scrve the President. The (Democratic) prucident éherefore is wronge

By couparison Ford looks good. -ieanwhile, the coupanion stories are all on alleged
CIA wothholdings from the Warren Comuission. (Some FBI.) Wel}, when these bad, bed
people didn ¢ let the Warren Comsission JgiQw, how can anyone fauli our Glorious Leadsr
if the Com:ission erved?

All th: parts fit neatly.

And how strange it is that there hasa't been a gingle lesk of any other charaotor.
Hobdoy remembers the assassination of Che auavara and the Bolivlan laterior idnister
who himself then was CIi and broke the story.

No other governmental overthrows ure recaliedsOf the wany. Hotldug before JFK is
remembered, either, Hot by loakers or reporters.



