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Mr. George Herman
CES Bews

2020 M St,
Wash, D.C, 200%

Dear George,

Thanks for teking the time to write. Abd to your staffer who go*
transcripts here earlier than your letter by a day. s

Youx are not alone in having trouble keeping the details in your head.

:We all do. Now when I manage to store mum a new faot I suspect it pushes one out to
' make Bpace. ‘

Wish I had #ime to tell you what happened between Schweiker and we last Bctoer,
He recognized he was pursuing gour theories he took from my work. We discugsed what I
said could and could not work; what could and could not get him support and why. He
could have done an historic jobe Despite his reputation he lgcked the courage or
something else meant more. Apparently the shot at the Vepe Bord leaked as soon as
Schwelker started making loud noises.

So more people have doubt? Without the resolutoon of those doubts what good does
it do? Is it good for the country or its alling institutions? I think the opposite.

It is posaible he kidded himself into thiniing a back~door approach might work
but I think he is too Hill-wise to have.

He did a job for Ford, the one major haneficiary of anything that would keep the
Warren Report from coming apart officially, *t bas never been together since my first book.
¥ay be hard to see with all the attention he's had but it is true.

If the spooks are as good at their intelligence jobs as they were at manipulating
the Congrees, we are in godd shape internaticnally, Pascinating story, nas iz how they
can got away with it when they had their bare faces hanging qut. Maybe you'll come up
80 do and I'll explain it. Haybe other things that may interest you.

There will be what I think ashould be a major story in ona of my law sulbs soon.
1 expect one, perhaps two, soor. I have kept Plugging away with FOIA, You may remember
the first suit that did not got reportad but laid out what Kdeindienst really is and was.
1 was a major part of the good reviston of the law. And I've turned around the concerted
efforts to rewrite the new law through me and projudice against me. The DJ was actually
trying their cases this way. But the major beneficiaries of the law until recently reported
nothing about it and now reports selectively.

By all m call any time you want. I spend much time informing reporters. 1t is
an essentigl of the job I've undertaken. One will spend most of Tuesday here. His
poople don t have the hangups on this subject others do, I hope! Where reporter friends
do not have desk restrictions we've been able to do thing! That get killed in Washington
when syndicated. Thus you don ¢ know. Between that and court I've been fair)y successful
in forcing the FBI and DJ around, especielly on the King assassination.

1'm surprised that Fred, who is a sharp reporter, did not spot the opening major
flav in the Schweiker report, especially because of Fred's law training. And more because
he knows how the executive apencies have used him on thie story in the past. Several times.
After the firat I callod the shots for him - in advance of his stories. He does not like



me for it. Not uncommon. There are, in fact, key expressions throughout the Schweiker
report any sharp reporter should spote I guess that where there are no desk or policy
problems there are the reguiar time pressures that preclude a careful reading. I read
very slowly now, worlk for word. I miss less.

I think Fyed spoke his own velief rather than a good reporter's questhon when he
apked why don t we just let 1t die. It won't die and until 1t is purged the country
ca.nnOt haalo -

Crile is a stranger to me. There was a time when Taylor Brnach secmed interested
4n = really excited about doing something vith my work, Them he and Crile went off
with and after the Watergating Cubans, which in the eand will mean if it has not already
meant nothing. Branch then became antagonistic, T still don't know why. I'm familiar
with Crile's atypiosl long editoria} rleces in the Post. Normally these are ocued in to
promoting a booke Those pleces didn ¢ even say he was writing one, And I imow the £ilmt
field as well as anyone. Fron this I tell ypu there 4s nothing in those pleces that
in any way hurts the CIA. ~t is what they have been leaking about themselves. What has
actually become a successfil defenss.

All of this may seem farout. You'll come to see 4% is already truc.

Sure, I was the first to see the Cuban angle. But 1 also laid a factual basis
for ite And I did not let it become & diversion in my worke

There are othem no less legitimate, some HmOYe. Schweiker spotted them in my

work, which is why he called me ine. It was a painful day but not with him, He impressed
me muche I saw him between putting oy most recent book to bed and the hospital putting
me there. I could barely walk and then only in agonye. But Schweiker impressed me SO much,
I took his promises of continuing contect on an urgent basls 80 1iterally 1 took &
private room I can't afford in the hospitale And from last October to mow have not

geen hime

I try to avoid dry wells. To a pretty fair degree 1've been successful once I
learned, They learning was hard and painful because of my belief in the traditicnal

role of the press. A% 63 I can be quite flexible. I do shift rapdly from what has
1ittle prospect to what promises more opportunity. As I evaluate productivity I've

been productive. "They" cen and &0 neke me waste time but in %the end that will have

gome value to the countrys tooe If court records and what they lead to can, &8 1 believe.

I'm two-thirds of the way through the draft of & new book on the King assasgl~
ngtion, My first lead to the degree of reopening there has been. Ttym delayed on this ope
by "them." I have them 41 court and I have obtained new evidence. In time it will out.
Not as fast as it should but in time. You'll see. Then 1*11 return to other JFK wark X
1aid aside desplte the comuercial promige all of a sudden because 1t was apperent more
than a year ago that the nutag,gelf- soekers and perhaps more dubious characters would
do a job for the spooks and all Congressional wheels. 1've new heavy stuff that
totally destroys the official "sshution.” This means it is almost impossible if not
entirely impossible to get responsible use. And I'm now into the CIA with 8 deasonably
firm bite. 1 have to wind this up and get a 3,500 work long series of requests and
appeals off to them in this morning's naile It,t00, will lead to & constructive end

wnd some sensational exposures. I've a Stmgelovianx tale or two from them alreadye
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So don t be afraid to call if I can be of help. It i8 as much my responsibility
_help reporfers as it is the responsibility of reporters to reporte To the degree
Wy can, anywaye And if you can stand a mixture of Byzaniium and Walden, we are geven
wtes only from the Holiday Imn and folice Barracks you pess on the vway to Camp David
M\m sburg or Getlysburge An hour from your studlo, & 1ittle less from out in
o8t X

Again thanks, an‘iéest regards, from a young spirit if an aging ©odY. (You

urself old! b v
g yo t's this younger generation cnm%&/\ ( W



