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312/ T1

Hr. Ysorge Herman
CBS Hews

2020 M St., KW
Haﬂh.' D.C. 20036

Dear Yeorge,

Tonight's CES TV news had a hot item on the House assassinations comndttee's
King "inwvestigation,”

$1 was hot now as news but as on the hand., CHD got burned,

That story was leaked to it, if not direotly then indirectly. The line use, that
a comzittes source was aghast so #0 accurate an account of thoir report waas available.

They must think CBI reporters can't read., That and more are in Miaml Kagazine
for October.

Here is the reat of it, so youwpeople vap know how they have beem bsad, the one
thing this committee has done successfully to date.

In my book on the idng assassination, out 2/71, I have more details on what * had
in Oswald in New Orlesns (1967) on one Joseph Adams Kilteer, a racist extremist. He
was in on a threat sgainat JFK and King both, that far back. It was taped by the Miami
police by nccident. It had an informer nemed Willie Someraett, not the most upright
of ecitisens, who agreed to have his gpartment bugged for an entirely different reason-
ruzors of an effort to atart a race riot. 1 priu:ﬁ transcript of the tape in Frame
Up. So, naturally, they leaked that as their gre riginal accomplishment us a com-
mittaa to the Jack Anderson solumn. Andersom went for it, too. In faet, be hal not
been interested in the ome CHE used and then about s week age got interested.

One of those who followed up on what 1 published, the only ome to aid to any of 1t,
ia a fine young Miami reporter Dan Christensen. Ha vas here about a month or so ago.
While he was here he weni to the comsittee to apply for a job to carry that part of his
work £in 1t I have no faith bat I do in Dan) and gave them what he had. The committee
has Caeton Fonzi in Mismi, I understand, working on this and on the story of Sylvia
0dfo. 1%,/ too, will be a comuittee hot exclusive, ¥hat else when * published it in 1995.

Either the leaker or your reporter were batter, though, becanse the CBS account
was faithful to Dan's story. This is not generally true of all ihe nany leaks of nothing
new. Generally there is improvisation, always unfactual. The commitbe was approveds in
fact, with a b.s. interpretntion of a fine job by another friemd, “g¢8 Payna of Hewsday.
1 gave Les some leads, he followed and published ther, I later put them in a court record
and lo! more than a half year later they are totally corrupted to excite the Congress
into voting a committee. Lane did the original stealing and the original bulishitting.
If Fauntroy was faithful to Lane he wee unfaithful enough to reality, Lene has parlayed
this into what the “hicago Kup colidmn reported is a six~figure deal.

In all of this insane business in which everyone ~almost~has besmirched hingelf
only one reporter has been gareful snough to check any fact or representation of it with
me. Goorge “arduer., Time was most reporters cared about accuracy and about being used,

Kow on the Somersett story, it is true he reported his atory to tho police. But it
is slmo true that there is no confirmation of it. As I remembar it he attributed the
converasation to a maritime union. They are not quite Teausters in the vinyerds. They
are not the unions involved in sanitation, if there was anything at all to his tale,

I know enough about him not to teke his word. He and “iltesr are both depd. Not killed,

1'd much appreciate a transoript of that part of the newscast for sy records. 1 am
keeping a file on this committee, Thanks ana best regarda,



