Doar George, /21/10

This is FY I, requivring no response,

Vhen I wﬁte you about Cronkite in GJE I had not ssen the plece, I'd beon told about
ife How I have e copy and it has Min saying nore than I referved to, "I've alusys theught
thers was a seeond person involvedees” |

Dut he also saldt |

"I wonder how nuch hes been hidden that we éon'tlémw"énd.

"I do kmow thet I dnberviowed the late Prosident Jbhnson, and he sadd to mo Bt he
hod aome fealing that 1+ might have been o conspiyecy, {mmmmtmga:e
stricken, &nd we did, wider some duzess, stxlke thet,® | e,

On the mocond, I think you may be veading it soon b:&smme rot mwme that Cronkite
haﬁgmmtl:isfa..Iwmi‘tcafrimdin%mﬁntmm\.}*ismw the most
Bymantine of storias, x\

LT or Cronkits wndercteted cnormously. LAY was oum:!.m\&d there has bé\m a $lot,
the woxd voed dn tho rocord I hava, ‘ \

Howr he wes couvinced, by whor, and Is cowconondraiors ;p qudte sovetidng, \\_‘\

I'n not toasings I%ve given thin 40 anpther In good faithgm I kave %o Ix:ote’c\'a\“;\\
o and ke story. \1 \\

about "how much hes besn kiddan," I don't tidnk Crvmiite op }f.‘“s really wmt %o
imow, vsening vhat 1o 10 longer sacrobe Nob when thay spat o miliim busks and cazme
up with nitidngs \l.

If the corporate ming ever changes I1l be interosied and, I fi.‘xixﬂ:. halpfully

\
Best ﬂﬁm. f

Harold Wedsberg \



unostentatious as possible—1o avoid the lights il we
could and to keep the cameras as hidden as we possibly
could, to make our presence as invisible as we could
possibly make 1t We also learned, although the lesson
has not been universally accepred, that a riot on one
street corner does not mean that a whole city is in
flames.

On Tom Wolfe's hook, The Right Stuff,
and how the media treated the astronauts:

To an extent we missed a story. But that wasn't really
s0 much our fault as it was the faul of the space ad-
ministration and the astronauts’ exclusive contract
with Life magazine. Life missed its own story and we
were frozen out. They were telling, only the happy sidé.
All of us who were covering the story did know the
peccadilloes of the astronauts and their life on Cape
Kennedy 10 a certain extent. But ! think there was
some justification for not exploring their personal
lives. I think that when a congressman gets sodrunk he
can’t perform his services to the public, then it should
be exposed. Rut 1 don't think this was affecting the
astronauts’ work and | don’t think it was fair game at
the time.

On the assassination of John Kennedy:

I wonder how much has bean hidden thot we don™t
Anew. 1 da know that T inte—tes o tns tage President
Tobmon, and he saad 10 me thy: Se Sad some feeling
hat e mght have been a Sarseracy . and then he

shad it that be stncken and we did, under some
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duress, strike that. I've always thought that there was
a second person involved in the thing, but not in the
manner of a grand conspiracy. But 1 still don’t believe,
despite the House committee's investigation, the multi-
ple gun theory. We did a long investigation of it our-
selves. We spent almost a million dollars, and we could
not establish that second gun thing—the man-op-the-
knoll idea. But | wonder now, with the CIA plot to
assassinate Castro, about the possibilities of setting up
something of this kind for whatever international pur-
pose. I'm not as happy as | once was with the Warren
Commission Report.

On covering political campaigns:

All of us have been the beneficiaries of a new form of
political journalism that Teddy White brought to us.
He was the one who began digging into the mechanics
of campaigning. 1 think we—particularly the writing
press, but television as well—swung over to looking at
the mechanics, at the organization of the campaign,
the campaign managers, the media managers, the
pollsters. We were dealing almost exclusively with
that, rather than paying attention to the candidates
and what they stood for, and what they were saying.
We're kind of coming back now from this big pendu-
lum swing.

On coping with overcommunication:

With instant communication today—these 1,200-
word-a-minute printers or whatever they arc—we
can’t even absorb it on the desk of the CBS Evening
News, let alone re-form it in twenty-four minutes for
the public. We've got a pile of AP and UPI copy in
that office that defies reading. But 1 think that with
cable and retrieval systems and so forth, we're going to
be able 10 present a lot more information to the public
than we cver have before: they’ll go 1o one channel for
all the financial news, and another channel for all the
consumer news.

On the question of whether TV news caters
to the middlebrow mind and tastes:

Yes, if you appreciate that that means raising the level
of the mass to middlebrow. But those whose ceiling
would be higher anyway are likely to go elsewhere.
Harper's and Atlantic will still be published. There is
no indication that the ceiling is being lowered, but the
floor has been raised.

On the question of whethery any newsperson
is worth cight million dollars over five years:

Compared 0 2 rock-2nd-roll singer? Yes. Compared
o a teacher? No. u
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