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D
allas N
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s staff photos by S

teve U
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A
ctors recreate R

uby shooting O
sw

ald, w
ith L

eavelle just left of "O
sw

ald." 

L
ern

er, p
lay

in
g

 R
u

b
y

, an
d

 
F

orrest, playing O
sw

ald, talk 
about the scene. 

F
orm

er officer relives past in
 R

u
by' 

B
y D

O
U

G
 D

O
M

EIER
 

T
he scene w

as harsh, confused, 
painfully fam

iliar. A
 young m

an in a 
black sw

eater w
as escorted by po-

lice th
ro

u
g

h
 a cro

w
d

 o
f rep

o
rters 

w
here officer J.D

. T
ippit w

as shot 
and O

sw
ald's boarding house. 

L
ooking for the "truth" about O

s-
w

ald, "how
 be lived," w

as the m
ost 

difficult aspect of playing him
, said.  

N
ov. 24, 1963. 
A

 representative of A
lan L

ands-
b
u
rg

 P
ro

d
u
ctio

n
s, m

ak
ers o

f th
e 

film
, co

n
tacted

 L
eav

elle sev
eral 

w
eeks ago and asked if he'd be inter- 

a.m
. N

o
v
. 2

4
, 1

9
6
3
. O

sw
ald

 d
ied

 
sh

o
rtly

 afterw
ard

 at P
ark

lan
d
 M

e-
m

o
rial H

o
sp

ital; R
u
b
y
 d

ied
 y

ears 
later of cancer. 

M
el S

tuart, director of the 3-hour 



D
a
lla

s N
e
w

s sta
ff p

h
o
to

s b
y S

te
ve

 U
e
cke

rt. 

A
ctors recreate R

uby shooting O
sw

ald, w
ith L

eavelle just left of "O
sw

ald." 

L
ern

er, p
lay

in
g
 R

u
b
y
, an

d
 

F
orrest, playing O

sw
ald, talk 

about the scene. 
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u
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B
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T
h
e scen

e w
as h

arsh
, co

n
fu

sed
, 

painfully fam
iliar. A

 young m
an in a 

black sw
eater w

as esco
rted

 b
y
 p

o
-

lice th
ro

u
g
h
 a cro

w
d
 o

f rep
o
rters 

an
d
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
ers in

 an
 u

n
d
er-

ground parking garage. 
H

e
 g

rim
a
c
e
d
 w

ith
 p

a
in

 a
n
d
 

slu
m

p
ed

 to
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 w

h
en

 a 
sto

ck
y
 m

an
 p

u
sh

ed
 a g

u
n
 in

 h
is 

stom
ach and fired. 

U
nlike a S

unday m
orning alm

ost 
14 years ago, the participants could 
rep

eat th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
 sev

eral tim
es, 

an
d
 th

ey
 w

ere su
rro

u
n
d
ed

 b
y
 th

e 

som
ew

hat com
forting confusion of 

m
oviem

aking. 
T

h
ey

 w
o
rk

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

ree h
o
u
rs 

here S
unday to recreate the slaying 

of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald by nightclub 
o
w

n
er Jack

 R
u
b
y
 fo

r a m
ad

e-fo
r-

telev
isio

n
 m

o
v
ie, "R

u
b
y
 an

d
 O

s-
w

ald." 
O

sw
ald

, n
am

ed
 b

y
 th

e W
arren

 
C

om
m

ission as John F
. K

ennedy's 
assassin, w

as shot by R
uby at 11:21  

a.m
. N

o
v
. 2

4
, 1

9
6
3
. O

sw
ald

 d
ied

 
sh

o
rtly

 afterw
ard

 at P
ark

lan
d
 M

e-
m

o
rial H

o
sp

ital; R
u
b
y
 d

ied
 y

ears 

later of cancer. 
M

el S
tuart, director of the 3-hour 

co
lo

r film
, w

h
ich

 en
d
s p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 

T
u
esd

ay
, seek

s to
 m

ak
e a realistic 

d
ram

atizatio
n
 o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
 

events "based on the best inform
a-

tion w
e can get." 

T
he best m

an to answ
er if he w

as 
su

cceed
in

g
 S

u
n
d
ay

 w
as J.R

. L
ea-

velle, the only person in the recrea-
tio

n
 w

h
o
 p

lay
ed

 h
im

self. O
sw

ald
 

w
as handcuffed to L

eavelle, then a 
h
o
m

icid
e d

etectiv
e, w

h
en

 R
u
b
y
 

rushed forw
ard to shoot. 

L
eav

elle, retired
 sev

eral y
ears 

fro
m

 th
e p

o
lice d

ep
artm

en
t, ag

ain
 

w
alked through the doors to the ga-

rag
e S

u
n
d
ay

 w
ith

 O
sw

ald
 (p

o
r-

tray
ed

 b
y
 F

red
eric F

o
rrest) h

an
d
-

cuffed to him
. 

"It w
as alm

o
st id

en
tical to

 th
e 

real thing," L
eavelle said later. H

e 
w

o
re th

e sam
e su

it an
d
 tie h

e d
id

 

N
ov. 24, 1963. 

A
. representative of A

lan L
ands-

b
u
rg

 P
ro

d
u
ctio

n
s, m

ak
ers o

f th
e 

film
, co

n
tacted

 L
eav

elle sev
eral 

w
eeks ago and asked if he'd be inter-

ested in playing him
self. 

L
eavelle said he w

ould be agree-
ab

le if th
e film

 w
ere d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 

in
 ap

p
ro

ach
. H

e said
 S

u
n
d
ay

 th
e 

scrip
t h

as o
n
ly

 a "few
 d

iscrep
an

-
cies," nam

ely having O
sw

ald "flare 
up" in several scenes. 

O
sw

ald
 w

as "rath
er reserv

ed
," 

said L
eavelle, w

ho questioned him
 

earlier. P
ro

d
u
ctio

n
 w

o
rk

ers ask
ed

 
L

eavelle for advice, S
unday on tech-

nical points. 
r 

A
n easy figure to spot in red knit 

/ shirt and blue denim
s, S

tuart claim
s 

h
e's read

 ev
ery

 m
ajo

r w
o
rk

 o
n
 th

e 
assassin

atio
n
 an

d
 is reach

in
g
 fo

r 
m

axim
um

 authenticity. 
T

he production com
pany is using 

other D
allas locations: D

ealey P
laza, 

w
h
ere th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
 

to
o
k
 p

lace, th
e O

ak
 C

liff street  

w
here officer J.D

. T
ippit w

as shot 

and O
sw

ald's boarding house. 
L

ooking for the 'truth" about O
s-

w
ald, "how

 he lived," w
as the m

ost 
difficult aspect of playing him

, said .  
F

orrest, a W
axahachie native and 

graduate of T
exas C

hristian U
niver-

sity. 
F

or M
ichael L

erner, portraying 
R

u
b
y
 m

ean
t try

in
g
 to

 sh
o
w

 tw
o
 

sid
es, "em

o
tio

n
al an

d
 v

io
len

t b
u
t 

also
 sw

eet, w
an

tin
g
 to

 b
e a g

o
o
d
 '•.  

guy." 
O

ne of the blanks fired at F
orrest 

at clo
se ran

g
e b

u
rn

ed
 h

is left arm
 

and he required treatm
ent betw

een 
takes. 

T
he film

 w
ill be show

n on C
B

S
 

television, probably in N
ovem

ber, 
alth

o
u
g
h
 n

o
 b

ro
ad

cast d
ate h

as 
been chosen. 

E
arlier this sum

m
er, another film

 
lin

k
ed

 to
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

a-
tion, "T

he T
rial of L

ee H
arvey O

s-  
w

ald
," also

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 a co

m
p
an

y
 

r 
doing lbcation w

ork here. 

at 


