
B
y JA

Y
 S

H
A

R
B

U
T

T
 

D
o
cu

-d
ram

as o
n
 T

V
 claim

 
to re-create actual events. B

ut 
occasionally they are accused 
o
f d

isto
rtin

g
 h

isto
ry

 to
 

h
eig

h
ten

 d
ram

a, o
f o

fferin
g
 

surm
ise as 100-proof fact. 

W
o
rried

 ab
o
u
t co

m
p
lain

ts 
a
n

d
 th

e
 g

ro
w

th
 o

f d
o

c
u

-
d
ram

a as a fo
rm

 o
f ev

en
in

g
 

en
tertain

m
en

t p
ro

g
ram

m
in

g
, 

C
B

S
-T

V
 c

h
ie

f R
o
b
e
rt 

W
ussler 

has 
ta

k
e
n
 a

n
 

u
n
u
su

al step
 w

ith
 a p

lan
n
ed

 
T

V
 m

o
v
ie, "F

o
u
r D

ay
s in

 
D

allas." 
H

e says C
B

S
 N

ew
s w

ill re-
view

 it for accuracy. 
"D

allas," ab
o
u
t th

e 1
9
6
3
 

P
O

S
T

 T
V

 
slay

in
g
 o

f P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
 F

. 
K

ennedy, traces the (last days 
o

f accu
sed

 assassin
 L

ee H
ar-

v
e
y

 O
sw

a
ld

 a
n

d
 o

f c
lu

b
 

o
w

n
er Jack

 R
u

b
y

, w
h

o
 fatal-

ly
 sh

o
t O

sw
ald

 after JF
K

's 
death. 

W
ussler, w

ho during a 15-
y
e
a
r stin

t a
s a

 C
B

S
 N

e
w

s 
p
ro

d
u
cer h

elp
ed

 p
r ep

 a r e 
re

p
o

rts
 o

n
 K

e
n

n
e
d

y
's

 
a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
, sa

y
s C

B
 S

 
N

ew
s w

o
n
't b

e ask
ed

 to
 sa

y 
if th

e
 s

h
o

w
 s

h
o

u
ld

 o
r 

sh
o
u
ld

n
't air. 

B
u
t h

e say
s if th

ere's an
y
  d

o
u

b
t a

b
o

u
t th

e
 film

's a
c
-

c
u

ra
c
y

, Its
 b

ro
a
d

c
a
s
t -

sch
ed

u
led

 fo
r n

ex
t sp

rin
g
 -

w
ill b

e d
elay

ed
 an

d
 co

rrec-
tio

n
s m

a
d

e
, o

r It w
ill h

e
 

postponed Indefinitely. 
H

e said
 "D

allas" is b
ased

 
in

 larg
e p

art o
n

 th
e W

arren
 

R
e
p
o
rt, w

h
ic

h
 fo

u
n
d
 th

a
t 

O
sw

ald aC
ted alone in killing 

K
ennedy. 

C
H

E
C

K
 F

A
C

T
S

 
B

ut he said involving C
B

S
 

N
e
w

s in
 a

 re
v

ie
w

 o
f th

is 
b

asically
 en

tertain
m

en
t p

ro
j-

e
c
t w

a
sn

't p
ro

m
p
te

d
  b

y
 

fears o
f "fairn

ess tim
e" d

e-
m

a
n
d
s fro

m
 c

ritic
s w

h
o
 

d
isp

u
te th

e rep
o

rt's fin
d

in
g

s. 
"N

o
, it w

as n
o
t," h

e said
.  

"It w
a
s p

ro
m

p
te

d
 b

y
 o

u
r 

v
iew

in
g

 o
f d

o
cu

-d
ram

as o
f 

o
th

er n
etw

o
rk

s th
at w

e felt 
w

ere m
ajo

r step
s to

w
ard

 a 
re

v
is

io
n

is
t th

e
o

ry
 o

f 
history." 

H
e also said he didn't w

ant 
ch

ild
ren

 w
h

o
 w

atch
 d

o
cu

-
d

ram
as to

 g
ro

w
 tip

 w
ith

 an
 

erro
n
eo

u
s v

iew
 o

f h
isto

ry
, 

n
o
tin

g
 th

a
t w

h
e
n
 k

id
s se

e
 

th
in

g
s o

n
 th

e
 tu

b
e
 "th

e
y
 

th
in

k
 th

at's th
e real w

o
rld

. 
"
I
f
 w

e
 s

ta
r
t d

o
in

g
 

h
isto

rical th
in

g
s an

d
 w

e're 

B
ob W

illiam
s is on vacation. 

lo
o
se w

ith
 th

e facts, I th
in

k
 

It's g
o
in

g
 to

 co
m

e b
ack

 an
d
 

h
a
u
n
t u

s, b
o
th

 fro
m

 • T
V

 
c
ritic

s a
n

d
 p

e
o

p
le

 in
 th

e
 

governm
ent." 

S
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C

T
 

W
u
ssler, th

e o
n
ly

 n
etw

o
rk

 
head w

ith a new
s background, 

w
as asked if a C

B
S

 N
ew

s re-
view

 of docu-dram
as w

ill be-
co

m
e th

e n
etw

o
rk

's stan
d

ard
 

operating procedure for such 
program

s. 
"N

o," he said
. It'll h

ap
p

en
 

o
n
ly

 "w
h
en

 w
e d

ecid
e to

 g
o
 

forw
ard w

ith a sensitive sub-
ject, a subject of public con-
cern

 w
h
ich

 still m
ay

 b
e . . . 

an
 o

p
en

 m
atter o

r o
p
en

 co
n
-

troversy. 
"T

h
en

 w
e'll ask

 th
e p

resi-
d
en

t o
f o

u
r n

ew
s d

iv
isio

n
 

(R
ich

ard
 S

. S
alan

t) o
r o

th
er 

ex
p
erts th

ere ab
o
u
t It. W

e 
don't w

ant to put them
 In the 

p
o
sitio

n
 o

f m
a
k
in

g
 fin

a
l 

judgm
ents. 

T
E

S
T

IN
G

 T
H

O
U

G
H

T
S

 
"B

ut w
e certainly w

ill seek 
o
u
t th

e
ir th

o
u
g
h
ts o

n
 th

e
 

su
b

ject m
atter an

d
, h

av
in

g
 

spent 15 years at C
B

S
 N

ew
s, 

I th
in

k
 it'd

 b
e a v

ery
 g

o
o
d
 

idea to see how
 they felt. 

"T
he m

ost im
portant thing 

is, I d
o

n
't w

a
n

t to
 • b

e
 re

-
sp

o
n

sib
le fo

r rew
ritin

g
 h

is-
tory." 

B
u
t ex

-n
ew

sm
an

 W
u
ssler 

doesn't agree w
ith those w

ho 
say

 d
o
cu

-d
ram

as are so
 fre-

q
u

en
t n

o
w

 th
at a n

ew
s staff-

er sh
o
u
ld

 b
e assig

n
ed

 fu
ll 

tim
e to check each and every 

show
's accuracy. 

"N
o, I think that's w

rong," 
he said. "B

ecause then you're 

R
O

B
E

R
T

 W
U

S
S

L
E

R
 

W
ants the truth. 

m
ix

in
g
 th

e
 n

e
w

s d
iv

isio
n
 

w
ith

 th
e
 e

n
te

rta
in

m
e
n
t 

d
iv

isio
n
 . . . an

d
 th

e n
ew

s 
sid

e sh
o
u
ld

n
't b

e p
u
t in

 th
at 

position." 
B

u
t h

e
 sa

id
 it's p

o
ssib

le
 

C
B

S
 soon w

ill hire a program
 

practices specialist "w
ho has 

a b
ack

g
ro

u
n

d
 in

 th
at k

in
d

 o
f 

h
isto

rical in
fo

rm
atio

n
 w

h
o
 

co
u
ld

 b
e called

 o
n
 to

 rev
iew

 
(d

o
cu

-d
ram

as) w
ith

 ' o
th

ers 
on a day-to-day basis." 
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