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R
u

b
y an

d
 O

sw
ald

: 

C
B

S presents a clouded w
indow

 on history 
B

y G
eorge L

eopold 
W

ith
 a

 to
ta

l d
isreg

a
rd

 fo
r th

e 
evidentiary base and its obligation to 
the view

ing public, the C
B

S television 
n

etw
ork

 last w
eek

 aired
 its latest 

offering on the 14-year-old unsolved 
m

u
r
d

e
r
 o

f P
r
e
sid

e
n

t J
o

h
n

 F
. 

K
en

n
ed

y. It w
as en

titled
 R

u
b

y an
d

 
O

sw
ald. 

B
illed

 a
s "

th
e tru

e sto
ry

-fro
m

 • 
sw

orn
 testim

on
y,"

 th
is, th

e th
ird

 
p

rogram
 p

rod
u

ced
 b

y C
B

S
 on

 th
e 

K
en

n
ed

y assassin
ation

, rep
resen

ts 
w

h
a
t h

a
s b

eco
m

e n
etw

o
rk

 a
n

d
 

perhaps m
edia policy on this issue —

 
to m

isin
form

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
u

b
lic 

and to falsify history. 
In

 tw
o p

reviou
s 'd

ocu
m

en
taries"

 
on the JF

K
 assassination, the first in 

1967 an
d

 a 'secon
d

 in
 1975, C

B
S

 
co

n
sisten

tly
 m

isrep
resen

ted
 th

e 
factual base and in several instances, 
such as w

ith its faked reconstruction 
of the P

resident's shooting, lied about 
its test results in order to support the 
official lon

e gu
n

m
an

 story. T
h

u
s, 

w
ith

 a
n

 im
p

ressiv
e reco

rd
 fo

r 
ob

fu
scation

 b
eh

in
d

 it, C
B

S
's R

u
b

y 
and O

sw
ald purported to reveal "the 

stories of th
e p

eop
le w

h
o p

layed
 th

e 
m

o
s
t c

r
u

c
ia

l r
o
le

s
 in

 th
e
 

dram
a...every scene has been draw

n 
from

 sw
orn testim

ony." 
Y

et, w
hen it is exam

ined in relation 
to the evidentiary base, this "dram

a" 
p

ro
v

es to
 b

e n
o

th
in

g
 m

o
re th

a
n

 
fiction. Indeed, it had alm

ost nothing 
to

 d
o
 w

ith
 th

e a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f 
P

resident K
ennedy. 

S
ev

era
l ex

a
m

p
les o

f • C
B

S
's 

arb
itrary u

se an
d

 m
isu

se of sw
orn

 
testim

on
y an

d
 oth

er evid
en

ce w
ill.  

illustrate this point. 
T

he program
 opened by noting the 

w
h

erea
b

o
u

ts a
n

d
 a

ctiv
ities o

f 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y', L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald and Jack R
uby on T

hursday, 
N

ovem
ber 21, 1963, the day before the 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
. It th

en
 sh

o
w

ed
 

O
sw

ald
, an

 em
p

loyee of th
e T

exas 
S

ch
ool B

ook
. D

ep
ository in

 D
allas, 

a
sk

in
g

 a
 fello

w
 em

p
lo

y
ee, B

u
ell 

W
esley F

razier, for a ride to Irving, 
T

exas, th
at even

in
g to visit h

is w
ife 

w
ho lived there w

ith friends. 
F

razier, according to C
B

S, replied, 
"H

ow
 com

e you're going bom
e today, 

instead of F
riday?" 

O
sw

ald: "C
urtain-rods. I've got to 

get som
e for m

y place in tow
n." 

i 
T

h
e sin

ister im
p

lication
 h

ere w
as 

th
at O

sw
ald

 lied
 ab

ou
t th

e cu
rtain

-
r
o
d

s
 a

n
d

 w
a
s
 m

a
k

in
g
 a

n
 

unprecedented trip to Irving in order 
to pick up the rifle w

hich he w
ould use 

to sh
oot th

e P
resid

en
t th

e follow
in

g 
day. H

ow
ever, C

B
S failed to inform

 
th

e view
er of th

e fact th
at O

sw
ald

 
w

as know
n to have m

ade O
ther trips 

b
etw

een
 D

allas an
d

 Irvin
 d

u
rin

g 
various parts of the. w

eek that broke 
this assum

ed K
ttern. 

T
h

e m
ost reason

ab
le exp

lan
ation

 
for the trip to Irving w

as that O
sw

ald 
told the curtain-rod story to conceal 
th

e fact th
at h

e w
an

ted
 to visit h

is 
w

ife in
 ord

er to clear u
p

 m
arital 

p
rob

lem
s. C

B
S

 on
ly allu

d
ed

 to th
is 

possibility. In any event, it is crucial 
to note that O

sw
ald's room

 in D
allas 

d
id

 n
eed

 cu
rtain

-rod
s. O

n
 th

e d
ay 

after th
e assassin

ation
, a 'jou

rn
alist 

w
ent to O

sw
ald's boarding house and 

fou
n

d
 th

e ow
n

ers h
am

m
erin

g rod
s 

in
to th

e w
all. N

ot su
rp

risin
g, C

B
S

 
erroneously show

ed O
sw

ald's room
 

w
ith curtains. 
T

h
e p

oin
t m

ay seem
 m

in
or, b

u
t it 

w
as a vital aspect of the official case 

against O
sw

ald; C
B

S took the bait —
  

_ 	
—

 
hook, line and sinker. 

O
n

 th
e
 m

o
r
n

in
g

 o
f th

e
 

assassin
ation

, O
sw

ald
 retu

rn
ed

 to 
D

allas w
ith

 F
razier. A

ccord
in

g to 
C

B
S

, O
sw

ald
 b

rou
gh

t w
ith

 h
im

 a 
p

ack
age w

h
ich

 ju
st h

ap
p

en
ed

 to b
e 

th
e size of a fu

lly assem
b

led
 rifle. 

T
his w

as nothing m
ore than a good, 

old
-fash

ion
ed

 lie! F
razier, a h

igh
ly 

relia
b

le w
itn

ess w
h

o
se sw

o
rn

 
testim

ony C
B

S claim
s to have based 

R
u

b
y
 a

n
d

 O
sw

a
ld

 u
p

o
n

, sta
ted

 
u

n
categorically th

at th
e p

ack
age 

O
sw

ald carried on the m
orning of the 

assassination w
as about the length of 

O
w

ald
's arm

 —
 ap

p
roxim

ately tw
o 

feet. F
ra

zier b
a

sed
 th

is o
n

 h
is 

ob
servation

 of O
sw

ald
 carryin

g th
e 

p
ack

age w
ith

 on
e en

d
 cu

p
p

ed
 in

 h
is 

hand and the other under his arm
pit.. 

T
ru

e to form
, C

B
S

 sh
ow

ed
 .O

sw
ald

 
carryin

g th
e p

ack
age to h

is sid
e. 

In
d

eed
, it look

ed
 so lon

g an
d

 b
u

lk
y 

th
at on

e got th
e' irh

p
ression

 th
at 

O
sw

ald
 w

as carryin
g a 'con

cealed
 

bazooka. 
H

a
v

in
g

 w
a

ltzed
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e 

assassination sequence, in w
hich C

B
S 

claim
ed three shots w

ere fired in four 
secon

d
s —

 a p
h

ysical im
p

ossib
ility 

w
ith

 a b
oltlaction

 rifle su
p

p
osed

ly 
u

sed
 b

y
 O

sw
a
ld

 —
 w

e n
ex

t sa
w

 
O

sw
ald

 m
u

rd
er D

allas p
olicem

an
, 

J.D
. T

ippit. In portraying the T
ippit 

el
 

killing, C
B

S chose to igno e the m
ost 

b
asic fact ab

ou
t h

is all ged
 k

iller: 
O

sw
ald

 cou
ld

 n
ot h

ave otten
 from

 
his room

ing house to the scene of the 
T

ippit shooting in tim
e to have fired 

th
e sh

ots! T
h

e govern
m

en
t d

id
 th

is 
on

ly b
y ign

orin
g th

e fact th
at th

e 
m

u
rd

er w
as called

 in
 on

 T
ip

p
it's 

p
o
lice ra

d
io

 b
y
 a

 p
a
sserb

y
, T

.F
. 

B
ow

ley, at least five m
in

u
tes b

efore 
O

sw
ald could have gotten there. H

ow
 

did C
B

S confront this problem
? T

hey 
m

erely ignored this glaring om
ission 

an
d

 h
ad

 an
oth

er w
itn

ess call it in
 

several m
inutes later! - 

"
T

h
e tru

e sto
ry

, fro
m

 sw
o

rn
 

testim
on

y?"
 - 

T
h

e rem
ain

d
er of th

e p
rogram

 
supposedly probes the psyche of the 
m

an w
ho shot O

sw
ald, D

allas strip-
joint ow

ner Jack R
uby. T

he program
 

d
ep

icts R
u

b
y as b

asically a d
ecen

t 
person w

ith a bad tem
per. R

uby, w
e 

are to b
elieve, h

ad
 u

n
d

yin
g resp

ect 
for "our beloved P

resident K
ennedy" 

and his fam
ily. Insults directed at the 

F
irst F

am
ily in R

uby's club got him
 

"
in

 th
e gu

ts."
 W

ith
 so m

u
ch

 resp
ect - 

for the P
resident and his w

ife, it w
as 

certainly unusual that the C
B

S R
uby 

failed to even attend the P
residential 

m
otorcase through D

allas. C
learly, 

this w
as a fictionalized portrayal of 

R
uby w

ho, in reality, appears to have 
b

een
 a m

en
tally u

n
stab

le, m
afia 

punk. 	
• 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e b

u
lk

 of R
u

b
y an

d
 

O
sw

ald dealt w
ith Jack R

uby, little of 
it related to the im

portant question of 
how

 the D
allas police allow

ed him
 to 

m
u

rd
er th

e P
resid

en
t's alleftged

 
a
ssa

ssin
. In

d
eed

, th
e p

ro
g
ra

m
 

a
p

p
ea

rs to
 h

a
v
e b

een
 w

ritten
 in

 
defense of the authorities w

ho failed 
to p

rotect O
sw

ald
 an

d
 .d

en
ied

 h
im

 
alm

ost all of legal righ
ts w

h
ile in

 
police custody. 

In
 th

e 14 years sin
ce th

ese even
ts 

took place, the press and the m
edia in 

gen
eral h

ave failed
 to accu

rately 
p

resen
t th

e facts su
rrou

n
d

in
g th

e 
JF

K
 assassination. R

uby and O
sw

ald 
only adds to this failure. It is perhaps 
n

ot an
 overstatem

en
t to say th

at 
freed

om
 of sp

eech
 on

 th
is su

b
ject 

does not exist in A
m

erica today. 


