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L
iiing before the actor ...nr9..= s-na

t-
gR

uby has taken his thirdm
....rnIng

  

U
 In

 th
e fam

ily
 p

o
o
l, v

iw
ers are 

b
ird

 to
 w

o
n
d
er w

h
y
 o

n
 earth

 C
B

S
 

ira
o
se

n
 to

 b
rin

g  this painful hi/F
-

ry
 u

p
 ag

ain
. _

C
ertain

ly
 n

o
t fo

r an
y
 

p
aren

t w
o
rth

w
h
ile p

u
rp

o
se. T

h
e 

d
y
 p

o
in

ts th
e p

ro
gram

 m
ak

es-b
o
th

 
th

em
 w

ild
ly

 d
eb

atab
le-are th

at 
M

y w
as a lovable bum

bling  p
atrio

t, 
rt of a "M

arty" w
ith a gun, and that 

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 rep

o
rt w

as' 
m

itively the last w
ord on the assassk.  

-  
'B

on.  
N

o one w
ants to be put in the posi-

zn of discouraging  controversial pro- 
•am

m
ing on televison, but this is the 

reap
est k

in
d
 o

f co
n
tro

v
ersy

. In
 fact 

luby and O
sw

ald" skirts the crucial, 
agging  unansw

ered qu
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t 

JF
K

 traged
y
, w

h
ile at th

e sam
e 

m
e pandering to our em

otional vul-
srabilitles w

ith actual new
sreel foot-

ge of P
resident and M

rs. K
ennedy as 

m
y near D

allas and calam
ity. 

B
y
 u

sin
g
 th

ese still-h
eartb

reak
in

g  

a"d H
utch" ' 

el, ' R
uby, and O

sw
ald" 

stoops low
 In the nam

e of show
-biz ex-

m
diency. 
T

he creators of this travesty m
ake 

ant claim
s for its- credibility: D

irec-
tor M

el S
tuart, w

ho already profited 
from

 the K
ennedy assassination w

ith 
a docum

entary called "F
our D

ays in 
N

ovem
ber" in 1965 (the original title . 

fo
r "R

u
b
y
 an

d
 O

sw
ald

" w
as "F

o
u
r 

D
ays in D

allas"), claim
s that a com

-
m

ittee o
f rep

resen
tativ

es fro
m

 C
B

S
 

N
ew

s an
d
 "n

etw
o
rk

 ex
ecu

tiv
es" re-

v
iew

ed
 h

is film
 to

 m
ak

e certain
 its 

details w
ere authentic. 

"W
e liad-  nothing w

hatsbarer lo do - 
w

ith
 'R

u
b
y
 an

d
 O

sw
ald

,'" a C
B

S
 • 

N
ew

s spokesm
an countered yesterday. 

"A
nd w

e w
ill have nothing to do w

ith 
any of these docu-dram

as. W
e w

ere 
never asked to review

  this show
 and 

w
e never w

ould." - 
W

hen C
B

S
 N

ew
s P

resident R
ichard 

S
alant heard of S

tuart'a statem
ent, he 

w
ro

te S
tu

art o
b
jectin

g  to
 it a

n
d
 

S
tuart w

ired back that he never m
ade -

th
e rem

ark
. B

u
t ab

o
u
t 6

5
 T

V
 critics 

an
d
 ed

ito
rs h

e ard
 h

im
 m

ak
e th

e re- • 

film
, in

 a L
o
s A

n
geles h

o
tel o

n
 F

ri- 

day, Jan. 13. 	
- 

C
om

pany president A
lan L

andsbur g  
said

 y
esterd

ay
 fro

m
 H

o
lly

w
o
o
d
 th

at 

it w
as n

ev
er h

is u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g  th
a
t 

C
B

S
 N

ew
s w

o
u
ld

 lo
o
k
' at th

e sh
o
w

 
but that it w

ould be, and w
as, review

-
ed by a "com

m
ittee" w

hose com
posi-

tio
n
 h

e w
as "n

o
t p

riv
y
" to

. . 
"I th

in
k
 it's gro

ssly
 u

n
fair to

 ask
 

o
u
r co

m
p
an

y
 to

 co
m

m
en

t o
n
 w

h
at 

C
B

S
 did," L

andsburg  said, re-em
pha-

sizing  th
at th

e "accu
racy

 o
f all d

e-
ta

ils
' in

 th
e
 p

ro
gra

m
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 

"checked in every respect." 
S

tu
art also

 said
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

- 
m

issio
n
 re

p
o
rt w

a
s h

la
 p

rim
a

ry" 
source for the film

. A
 G

allup P
oll in 

-D
ecem

ber 1978 show
ed that 80 per-

cen
t o

f th
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le d

o
 n

o
t 

b
eliev

e th
e rep

o
rt's co

n
clu

sio
n
 th

at 
O

sw
ald

 acted
 alo

n
e in

 th
e k

illin
g
 o

f 
the president, how

ever. 
S

o w
hen the tim

e com
es for the ac-

tual shooting in "R
uby and O

sw
ald," 

S
tu

art g
in

g
erly

 C
o
p
s o

u
t T

h
e screen

 
go

es in
to

 a b
lu

rred
 freeze-fram

e an
d
 

w
e h

ear th
ree sh

o
ts fired

. T
h
e acto

r 
',liv

in
g
 O

sw
ald

-a fello
w

 w
h
o
 lo

o
k
s  

tein
 d

iet-is n
o
t C

lo
w

n
 tirin

g  or hold-
ing a gun. 

"I w
asn't there," says S

tuart, in de-
fense of th's curious evasion. "N

o one 
w

as in that room
. I w

ould have to go 
by circum

stantial evid
en

ce an
d
 th

at 
w

ould be w
rong." 

S
tuart concedes that the w

ords put 
in

 R
u
b
y
's m

o
u
th

 are "a sy
n
th

esis o
f 

w
h
at h

e said
 in

 th
o
se d

ay
s" an

d
 th

at 
he took "a certain dram

atic freedom
" 

In
 th

e d
ep

ictio
n
. Y

et h
e m

ain
tain

s 
that O

sw
ald's dialogue, at least durin g  

th
e len

gth
y
 in

terro
gatio

n
 scen

es, is  
"all verbatim

." 
T

hat's a particularly inflam
m

atory 
contention in they eyes of Jeff G

old-
berg of the W

ashin
gton-based A

ssassi-
nation Inform

ation B
ureau. G

oldberg 
says that no transcripts of recordin

gs 
o
f th

e O
sw

ald
 in

terro
gatio

n
s w

ere 
m

ad
e b

y
 th

e D
allas P

o
lice D

ep
art-

m
en

t 
T

he D
allas police, w

idely criticized 
fo

r th
eir h

an
d
lin

g
 o

f O
sw

ald
, co

m
e 

out sm
elling  lik

e ro
ses in

 th
e screen

-
play by John and M

ichael M
cG

reevey. 
S

tu
art say

s p
ro

u
d
ly

 th
at  th

e D
allas 

p
o
lice d

ep
artm

en
t "read

 an
d
 ap

- 

can 
and that he had their "com

plete coop-
eration" in f;hning at D

allas locations. 
N

aturally. 
G

o
ld

b
erg

 saw
 th

e p
ro

g ram
 In

 ad
-

vance over  the objections of C
B

S
-. 

"It's the W
arren C

om
m

ission report 
set to

 w
o
rd

s an
d
 m

u
sic," h

e co
rn

-
plains. "It is not g ood dram

a and it is 
not g ood history." 

B
u
t "R

u
b
y
 an

d
 O

sw
ald

" is h
ard

ly
 

the first case of selective speculation 
by T

V
 entertainm

ent producers in the 
, pursuit of alm

ig hty N
ielsen. T

he old 
arg

u
m

en
t th

at th
is tech

n
i qu

e seri-
o
u
sly

 im
p
airs th

e p
u
b
lic's ab

ility
 to

 

seem
s to have fallen on a nation-and 

a nation's capital-L
of deaf ears. T

here 
m

ay be no point in repeating it a gain. 
A

nd yet there m
ust be som

e w
ay to 

defend ourselves ag ainst these trivial-
izin

g
 an

d
 d

isto
rtin

g
 in

tru
sio

n
s in

to
 

the past. A
B

C
's "T

hal of L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald" turned the assassination of 

P
resident K

ennedy into a g am
e show

. 
C

B
S

"Ituby and O
sw

ald" turns it into 
a cop show

. T
he effect Is as tasteless 

and insensitive as if they w
ere using 

the sam
e m

aterial for a dirty joke. 
"R

uby and ( O
sw

ald" w
as produced 

T
H

E
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

 

edn
esday, F

eb. 8,1978 
B3  

isto
ry 

com
pany w

hose previous netw
ork of-

fering s th
is seaso

n
 in

clu
d
e tales of 

ram
p
ag

in
g
 an

ts o
n
 A

B
C

 C
lt 

A
ttp. 

P
ened at L

akew
ood M

anor") and m
a-

rauding  sp
id

ers o
n
 C

B
S

 rT
aran

tu
s-

T
he D

eadly C
ar g o

"). P
erh

ap
s in

 th
e 

assassination of• P
resident K

ennedy 
the com

pany saw
 the stuff of another 

exploitable thriller. T
he fact that the

,  

prog ram
 Is' dram

atically a crater isn't 
m

uch com
fort ;  m

illions of people are 
b
o
u
n
d
 to

 see it an
y
w

ay
, ev

en
 if it 

scores low
 in the ratings. 

T
h
e iro

n
y
 is th

at d
u
rin g  th

e actu
al 

fo
u
r d

ay
s in

 N
o
v
em

b
er, telev

isio
n
 

brought the ag o
n
izin

g
 reality

 o
f th

e 
K

ennedy assassination into. th
e n

a
-

tional living room
 w

ith an im
m

ediacy 
th

at m
ad

e it a p
art o

f ev
ery

 v
iew

er's 
m

em
ory and experience, probably for-

ev
er. In

 th
e en

su
in

g  years, how
ever, 

T
V

 p
ro

d
u
cers h

av
e ran

sack
ed

 ev
en

 
history m

ade on television for m
ate-

rial the w
ay they ravage com

ic strips, 
old B

-m
ovies and cheap novels. 	

. 
A

n
d
 so

 telev
isio

n
 w

h
ich

 h
as b

een
 

accused of desensitizing us to' violence 
and desensitizing us to tragedy, now

 
seem

s to have com
e full circle. T

eter!, 
dt.sensitizine us to television. 


