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HOLLYWOQOD eh — CBS-
T'V's examination of the War-
ren Commission report in
:oE. consecutive nightly
‘Dbroadcasts, the final one
Wednesday night, was a rare
and important experience in
television journalism.

That the four-hour series
would, in essence, support
the official report on the as-
sassination of President Ken-

nedy was virtually a foregone
conclusion.

IT THEREFORE took con-
siderable courage and integ-
rity to go ahead with a me-
thodical, low-key, prime-time
series that almost certainly
would offer no new sensa-
tions in the common sense of
the ‘word.

Ratings potential aside, the
network had, in a sense, little
to gain except for the satis-

faction of an important job
well done. Inevitably there
would be, and will be, those
who ask why CBS-TV had to
go to all that time and trouble
to come out with virtually the
same conclusions as the War-
ren Commission. For those
who equate mews only with
huge headlines, there is no
sense trying to explain.

As a contribution to the vis-
ual history of our time—re-
gardless of whether critics of

CBS-TV agree with its con-
clusions—the four broadcasts
rank cumulatively among tel-
evision's major documents.

THEY ARE, for the record,
an enormously valuable tool
and source of research for fu-
ture historians who may
someday unravel the myster-

ies that still linger about thej
and about the|

assassination,
report itself.

For CBS-TV never claimed|

that the assassination did not

and could not happen other|

than the way it was presented

generally by the Warren Com- |-

mission and the network.
What CBS-TV did say, simply,

is that despiie the knowny

doubts and loopholes and in-
consistencies in the report,
the critics of it have yet to

iproduce enough hard evi-
|dence, hard proof, of their
_coutentions.

IN SHORT, that rationall|’

men and women must accept
a case that seems the most
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vational, until firmer alterna-|-
tive facts are produced.

Throughout CBS-TV’s four|.
hours, there was a respect|
for the intelligence of a ma-|
ture audience. The series re-
{lected a constant and innate|
sense of worldliness, perspec-|’
tive and plain decency. :
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