. 10 Minutes® and “Weekend may

= 1CBS was-ahead in entertainrient and

St s preslge in niews' ind documen-
- tark 3 '

wowith-its-atfillates ‘wient it announced !-‘_

Televmon‘

- By Sander Vanocur
A bit of television history wlll be

made tonight' when “‘60. Minutes”

moveés intoitsnew time sloton CBSat?
P m. Never before has a network puta
oontinuing weekly news. program 1n
prlme time. ;

-~The program. whlch hés addedman ',
Rather to its reporting team of Mike -:
Wallace and Morley Safer, has rin for

.eight. ‘years, Despite its previously-

shown during prime time,-it

demonstrated that it could attract'a’.
high rating. That is why it isnow being

- moved -into prime. time to replace’-
’ “Three for the Road." It will probably

- 0 as well if ot better than any enter- .

‘60 M mutes Tzck‘,

- tainment? There is noquestion what it
 is. It is news presented inan entertain-
. ing manner. That is what makesitand -
the.new and successful NBC monthly
' program *“Weekend" work. 'l'hey en-..
" tertain as they inform," 3

.;receiving @ guest,” That is what has
__made “60 Minutes” apparently 80 .
trureated schedule — it wentoff theair.-
when profootball cameonin the fall -
it has retained its faithful ‘audience.
During the past summer, ‘when'it was

_ come at viewers with gloom and doom_
-and an exaggerated senseof itsownimj -
" portance. It does not feel that impor=:

"Don Hewltt, lts executive producer .
thlnkstheprogramhasbeenmeesm
.- because it has filled the yoid left by the’
demile of Life and pook He under .

ﬂ!? .

) vl ;
predpmlnately “but:not: exeluslvely.

. -visual mediym, “It is,” he maintains,”
‘m;soimportant what you te!}pe_ople.

. he showing us anewform'ofdocumen-,
uu-y Al the-nétwdrks doidocamen-

_~feagons;amajor oné Heing thieprestige
theyu-lngtothenetwor‘k WhetiRobert:
"‘tion’ to:regular ‘news 'programs; *in-
stant" ‘specialy’ and - documentaries.
4"'not likely to beovertaken. NBC oked:

: More recently, ABC ran in trouble LS

- ‘pians to cut back the number of highly *

=7, sadotl ifergﬂ -

i 1976: It wﬂl restore the serles to its- - “brilli
regular schedule of 12 in 1911. g *

;iNBCwonavexyhighsharpOithﬂ
swing audience last.year with its -
UFOspeciaLCBSappearstohavedone g
¢ ,well_intheraﬂngswithiﬁsreomttwo-; )
t.s hn F Kenned SR

Documentaries. 10 attract & large
udience. generally need three
-elenients? - qualityy  controversiality
= tarles; They ‘do theni' foi & variety of sand 4 ‘great deal of promotion. '*“The
credible’’ Machine. »:rpi Neitfonal :
ecgraphic - Soclety: documentary " the
B Kintner ran NBC inthelate’50sand * - about'the "himax ‘body; ‘received the " 1y be
- the early *60s, he emphilsized, in addi- " highest" ‘ratings'in’the history of PBS. ° bs
‘But'it was not a news documentary
~That4¢'the catch.-What oncé:hight & jn
ave'seemed controversial on'a news : forwa
ocunigntary, d subject like abortion, o

nay N6t attract the audience that it~
nee did;’now tliat-we have Seen’ the
ssie“defined in differert: terms’ on’
**Maiide." The' issne’ of death which
once mlght have been the subject ofa

limed"Close-Up;ldocumente?iesm news*'docgmentary. :was ‘tredted 1y
;2 wrr eI e

have found. - .
Is “‘60 Minutes”. news or is- lt enter-"

r-;‘-

Entertaininglsdefinedas “theactof

welcome in so many homes. It doesnot -

tantstories need a whole hour totell, It
does threeorfourinanhour. Initscase, .
less is more. Like a good guest. 1t doeo :
not overstay 1t.s welcome. A 4
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