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Rte 12, Frederick, ¥d. 21701

9/12/75

Dear Jivay,
We haven't moved, Tho poat oificy remumbersd ths rurel routes.

Jin will write you when he can £ind time. Be hgs askad for sn extension of t4ipe
fror 6tk cirentde The nors he got foto $he sronscxdipts the more difficult the whole
thingaottohe.ﬂeiaoomingalungnn but needs tinc 4o 4o the winilmum goocd Pobe

If you want a lamgh about how bard, this story about what happrencd this pornings

The end of Aprll I got elok. I'm never sicks That time I got pneumonis and pleurisy.
It left me weaker and tired for a while so I decided that when I follt %ou tired I'd
Just forece zyseld to oleep Junger. L got up at 4, declded to go back to aleeps Then
at 5 and made thc mame decision, Thean at 5345 the phomo rang. My wifo answered it cn
the Ludyooxm eztenzion sud the fuunicst thdng happensd: she kopt saying "hellc" and
the phone kept ringing. So, I went to ny office, whioh is iie onpomite end of the house,
. and piciked the pone up just as ithe calier hung ups

We then discoverad that in sweoping the floor my wifo hes Jerred the phone plug
locae.

It was Jia. He knous I'nm aluays up betore then. He had just finished work and
wanted to ask me aomething. He tock a nup and then called me later. These are the
hours he zas to put in.

If you don’t know it CBS tried %o blackmail Jim into gstting him o apjrove ah
interview with you. He made and corrected an innocent factual misteke where thoy
asked him ghout what he had net oddreseed in courts Their thrvat wes Lo air e
error if he did not recommend that you see them on film. They pat it more politely
but there wee no ristaldng their newsdnge Jinm rofuacd and shey Lacked douwne We

- guess. Hobody koows what Winds up on the cutting-room floor until the film and tape
are ghown, 0ftcn the deoision is on a differvat lovel anyways

This man hsd wanted to como znd see me eeversl times earlier but on those times
it was not couvenient for mece He ¢1d ocome yesterdays. He 18 not good at disguising his
inward feeling or his intantions alihough I think he thinks he is. He was high up on
the deliberatoly dichonest fourehour special Ci3d did in 1967 on the JFK asesssination.
Ho 1uft CBS snd has just retwmed for thls job in a much lower position.

Whatever he may have professed his reasons for cormdng here tobatheg'u-anct
what by normzal standardsx are journalistic. Supposedly it was %o prrapare hia to write
part of the soript, based on which Dan Rathar is to interview me on tape or film. I
used to b2 a reporter, peint and radio if not TV, and I can't recsll anything he went
into in two hours that was relevgant or necessary to this ostensible purpose, Knowling
the past I'd rather have rafused to talic t¢ anyone but I was ffraid that could hurt you.
Soveral weeks ago I used another incident in an effort to discqriage this.

What is apparent is that this man was arguing a case against you, arsulng a case
for the prosecution, and trying to twist what I ssid. He oven showed resentuent when
I corrected his misrepresentations of what I said. At the beginning I told kk him that
there were probably some things I should tell him for his understerding but could telil
them off the vecord, that I wanted a record that I had not gone outside the protective
order, and that hin ends would be batter served by having a tape, as would mine. I had
Ao tape recorders between where he sat and ubere I sat, not hidden and also not
connected, I ovon had en exdensiosn curd laying theve for ther to bo ccnaccteld Lelove
he got xhere so this would be possible without taking 'dme. He woul d not accppt this
80, of course, I could not and did not sape. Louover, I thinic you should regard tlis
as I do, that his declining to have a free tape which tould alsc permit me fo have
one is not a sign of honest intent. Consistent with this nothing happened that gives
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me any recson to have any faith in his honesty of intentions. And remember, he is the
writar on the show.

I felt stromply onough shout what I cpuld deteot and sometimos uas able to get
hin to help mo to detect that I immedin te Jin a detailed memo on it. He was
alobe. Hy wifs wns poesat threush all of it. 4 reporter friead frow the Hew York
Tiwes was here before this man cam@ and remsined for all but about the last 15 minutes.

ils argwing the other aide ic no: explaired by the pretense that ha in trying to
g0 down the midile. "t was not of that nature, tane or conteut, He made this clear
in othsr ways, one of which Jim has aniked me to write about. I'3) come to that after
telling you what he said of his interview with Jerry. The laportant thing is that
when he went iuto whether Jorry was part of a cprspiracy Jerry $old hin that ho had
records vroving he wes gt worlc, The man then ancered oort of and said that doesn't
mean a tiaiug. ik did not queation hin aboui this. Tiads 4: what he blabbod.

I'vo stoppol urdiiing to Jerry bensusn it s a weste of tice, do cwuld not heve
mede a worse mictale than to be interviewed on thia. Ho askod nobody and he never
learns. There s 20 way ho cou2d have helred you, valch iz enough resson for his
not agreeing to be interviewed. There is also the posaiddlity - and I resd it as their
!nbmiou - that ho cen hurt. This sheuwld have been avoidsd, Especislly when there mas
no posaidility of benefit. What this guy sald about Jerry is word for what-what faile
t01d ne ons night, even those this @y zays he haon't interviewsd Haile yet. It is
more meaningful 1fhe hasn't. ‘

What is alao clear is that they are going inte two things, ome without question,
the othsr I think prcbable and Jim thdoks certain. I was not with Jinm when thoy spoke
t0 him wnd Jiows was not here. 3o each cae of us has different reactions to difforent
situations.

Whore I am not as sure as Jim is, I have the belief but less to go on. That is
that thoy are going 40 Hry and waks & blg denl about dlsagroement emeng counsele
Trds can ¢ help you and 1% can hurt you. Some of what he went into with me can be
interpreted tuls way. Jim is witliout any doubt at all and focls it atrongly.

¥Where 1 an without doubt and Jin agrees 1s the Livingston fooliahnaess sbout
"ClifE” and Youugbloods It provides thom with what they can expioit for ridiculing
the autire defanee and you and making a Jolko of the substuntial defense you do have
and to a degree we did present in court. (He refused to adiress that, by the way.)
This 4s whai Jim ssked me to make clear to you and to write you about until he can
get the loga) work done and write you himself. (Ho just got another Huynes moticn in
today's nmedl and hes that to address immediatelys t00s. 17 s ond it will help you
but in the izmediate it draws *im out even thianer.)

Jim's view iz that whon they have anc fefenne lewyer on £ilm and the show iz to
be but a quarter of tuo hours or 30 minutes they have enough. Any other filming of
lawyers ia for ihe purposcs I go into abovTe, naldng a bad czse for you oute it ia
also what I strongly agree with, that Bob ought hot be filmed,

They bave interview.d hic already but only for backpround. They can use this
but they do not have Bob's face ond volce, They are wnhidden in their ridicule.
This man, whose name is Emnest leiser, opanly described it as incouprehensible none
ponnc. The last thing you want Lo one of your lavyers being aired in this sense
in a major TV production. More than this, what I do not recall hearing before, Dob,
leiser says, now dies both CIiff and Youngblood togather as vart of o conspiracy
and ~eiger thdiks you are part of a conscious conspiracy. Or, part of this,

Jinm feels so strongly avout thdls that Lo assed ze to ask you to write Uob and tell
him that if he is filred and aired you'll fire him. I sugpested an alternative to
which Jim agreed, that you wriie ~ob and tell him ihat as his client you forbid him
to be interviewcd.



t this I urge you to call Jim., Tho best
after (330 a.2. youd time and place a xeverse call to
kim, He works most of ths night but he hed to be & up sbout them becamse for the moment
beginning about then ho has 0 be his oun dahy-sittar. If for any reasocn he is not
thers the vall will not be acceptod and you can cell back later. Or ha'll call you if
ho gets tho message. (They are looking for s babywsitier and may get ona.)

Idomttismm?dluﬁﬂnk&gtmakb'amm:mmt
48 not part of your dofense csn't help you and can be hurtful in many ways. One that
may not occur to you is the soclal pressures it oan put oo all Jjudgas. Judges and
thejr wives and families are husen bYelngex who associate with other husan beings and
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the course of this come socroas leeds X had not followed them, ihat first I vrote wy
bookc and d1d not fjave sny personal or letisr commmicatisn with you until after that,
that I never did and now do not plan any moxe writing on this suljeot, and that I have,
do and will keep these roles seperaie. My obligation now is to holp your defense,

not solve the crime. 1 then told K= that I am certain you did not kill King, could
not have, and were not a conscious purt of any such schewe — that I a=m satisfiod you
had 0o Imowledge of it. (Here he ergued that we should have what was not properly
bafare Mokae that I have developed into evidenocs when I we have more and that

I would pot %ell him what it ia or even indicate its nature. The Times reporter was
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and laughed and told Legler that it was a waste of time, that he hed tried
I would not say = word.)

in telling you thds 1is $0 give you a means of evaluating vhat Ledser is
Afker this he goes into that Dob stuff.

misunderstand me $o be saging that eveyybody iw CBS is prejudiced. 1 do

1%, I have met aome vary decent, honeat people there, I
and fyam yestexrday I do trust this men's intemtions,
man in top command is Sfn who has to 1ive with the
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really corrupt thdng he did on the JEK assassivation in 1967. Do you think for a minute
that bo 1s now guing %o get on his knees on TV and ‘euallandbogzoberorgluu?
And remain a CB3 vice preaiden®?

Another messure of their intentiorms im that whem I have deno most of the work e
the JPK csse they have stayed altost 1007 away from me on thate A rosearchor did come
to mea mo some time sgo on one very narrow aspect, merely mso I could guide him.

It is not going to end here. ABC is doing its own idnd of thing with 20th-Confturyw
Yox. NBC has been blowing hot acd cold on 4%,

I've been interrupted many times while wiiting this. That you undexstund the overell
48 impbrtant, I think. So, if I've beea unclesy ask me or call Jim, Because wy typing
is 8o bad and I have other things I must do today snd because she was with us during all
of yesterday's svesion I am going to ask her to go over this and cormrect my mistakea, 1
will also be taking extra precaustions against indrusion into your privacy wit h your defense.

Bast regurds,
Harold Veisberg



