
A
ssociated P

ress 

E
n

te
rta

in
m

e
n

t 

A
ssassin

atio
n

 site still d
raw

s to
u

rists 
E

D
IT

O
R

'S
 N

O
T

E
 —

 A
cad

em
y

 
A

w
ard-w

inning director O
liver S

tone 
has been accused of scuttling history 
w

ith
 h

is latest m
o

v
ie, "JF

K
." T

h
e 

plot has been shrouded in secrecy, 
b
u
t th

e v
ex

in
g
 su

b
ject th

e m
o
v
ie 

tack
les still sed

u
ces m

an
y
 to

 th
e 

scene of a president's assassination.  

killed K
ennedy on N

ov. 22, 1963. T
he 

official version is that L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald, acting alone, fired the fatal 

sh
o
ts fro

m
 th

e six
th

 flo
o
r o

f th
e 

T
exas School B

ook D
epository on the 

north side of D
ealey P

laza. 
B

u
t th

ere are m
an

y
 sk

ep
tics, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 d

irecto
r O

liv
er S

to
n
e, 

w
h
o
se u

p
co

m
in

g
 m

o
v
ie, "JF

K
," 

opens D
ec. 20. T

hough the m
ovie's 

plot has been shrouded in secrecy, 
the A

cadem
y A

w
ard-w

inning direc-
tor is said to offer up a solution to 
perhaps the m

ost puzzling crim
e of 

th
e cen

tu
ry

. T
h
e W

arn
er B

ro
s. 

release stars K
evin C

ostner as Jim
 

G
arriso

n
, G

ary
 O

ld
m

an
 as L

ee 
H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 an

d
 T

o
m

m
y
 L

ee 
Jones as C

lay S
haw

. 
M

uch of the m
ovie w

as film
ed in 

D
allas. 
D

ealey
 P

laza, still a k
ey

 en
try

 
point into dow

ntow
n, w

as blocked for 
several days last sum

m
er w

hile the 
assassination w

as re-created. O
ne 

new
spaper colum

nist suggested it 
w

as a sign of m
aturity that m

any in 
the city w

ere m
ore concerned about 

traffic problem
s than D

allas' im
age. 

C
ounty com

m
issioners w

eren't so 
sure. B

efore allow
ing M

r. S
tone to 

u
se

 th
e
 b

o
o
k
 d

e
p
o
sito

ry
, th

e
y
 

extracted a prom
ise that he w

ould 
give them

 a private screening so they 
could decide w

hether they w
anted 

credit, or a disclaim
er. 

K
ennedy, the youngest m

an ever 
elected president, appeared trium

-
phant in his trip through dow

ntow
n 

D
allas th

at d
ay

. C
h
eerin

g
 cro

w
d
s 

lined the streets; a large luncheon 
crow

d aw
aited at the D

allas M
arket 

C
enter. 
N

e
llie

 C
o

n
n

a
lly

, G
o

v
. Jo

h
n

 
C

onnally's w
ife, had just rem

arked 
on how

 friendly the reception w
as -

m
aybe the president had forgotten 

a
b
o
u
t th

e
 n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r a

d
s th

a
t 

accused him
 of treason. 

T
he 21-foot-long 1961 L

incoln C
on-

tin
en

tal tu
rn

ed
 rig

h
t fro

m
 M

ain
 

"
.
.
l,
 IIn.. c+nr. C

lw
n

n
l A

.1
1
1
4
 4

f. o
n

 

a quick left onto E
lm

, right in front o: 
the book depository. 

S
uddenly, shots w

ere fired. 
"Just as they turned (onto E

lm
), I 

heard the first explosion," says M
r. 

A
llm

an, w
ho is now

 a public relations 
consultant. 

"T
hat's still the descriptive term

. 
It w

as not a thin, brittle sharp sound. 
It w

as a lo
u

d
 rev

erb
ratin

g
 so

u
n

d
. 

. . . W
hile I w

as still w
ondering w

hat 
w

as going on, a second and then a 
third." 

In his first radio report, given from
 

in
sid

e th
e b

o
o
k
 d

ep
o
sito

ry
, M

r. 
A

llm
an described it as "three loud, 

reverberating explosions." 
T

h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 co

n
-

cluded that O
sw

ald fired three shots 
from

 the book depository, and M
r. 

A
llm

an says he saw
 people on the 

low
er floors look up. 

B
u

t m
an

y
 critics claim

 th
e fatal 

shots cam
e from

 w
hat is now

 know
n 

as the grassy knoll, a sm
all rise dow

n 
the street from

 the corner. 
M

r. S
tone's m

ovie is expected to 
tak

e a lo
o

k
 at v

ario
u

s co
n

sp
iracy

 
th

eo
ries —

 esp
ecially

 th
o
se th

at 
featu

re th
e C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce 
A

gency. T
he script is based on the 

b
o

o
k

 b
y

 M
r. G

arriso
n

, th
e fo

rm
er 

N
ew

 O
rleans D

istrict A
ttorney. 

M
r. A

llm
an believes the assassi-

n
a
tio

n
 "w

a
s a

 w
o
u
n
d
 th

a
t h

a
s 

healed." 
B

ut, he says, "It w
as kind of puz-

zling to m
e w

hy D
allas bore such a 

stigm
a w

hen L
os A

ngeles didn't for 
th

e d
eath

 o
f R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 

M
em

phis for M
artin L

uther K
ing." 

P
erhaps it puzzles M

r. A
llm

an, but 
to others, the 1968 m

urders of R
obert 

K
ennedy and K

ing w
ere just m

ore 
proof that the insanity unleashed in 
D

ealey P
laza w

as still loose. 
P

erhaps that is w
hy D

ealey P
laza 

still draw
s us. S

till saddens us. S
till 

burdens us.' 	
• 

B
y JO

H
N

 A
. B

O
L

T
 

D
A

L
L

A
S

 (A
P

) —
 D

ealey P
laza is 

m
u

ch
 th

e sam
e to

d
ay

 as it w
as 2

8
 

years ago, but the events that hap-
pened there changed the rest of us in 
w

ays w
e'll never know

. 
V

isitors trek to this spot on the w
est 

end of dow
ntow

n as if to a shrine. 
Y

o
u
 c

a
n
 se

e
 th

e
m

 e
v
e
ry

 d
a
y
: 

pointing, looking, w
ondering. 

T
here's the w

indow
. 

H
ere's "the grassy knoll." 

L
ook, could this chip in the curb be 

from
 that day? 

H
ere is w

h
ere Jo

h
n
 F

itzg
erald

 
K

ennedy —
 and innocence —

 died. 
"Y

ou don't know
 w

hat really hap-
p
e
n
e
d
," sa

id
 A

rle
n
e
 E

p
p
in

g
a
, 

standing in the plaza. M
s. E

ppinga, 
fro

m
 W

aln
u
t C

reek
, C

alif., w
as 

v
isitin

g
 frien

d
s in

 a D
allas su

b
u

rb
 

an
d
 a trip

 to
 D

ealey
 P

laza w
as a 

m
ust. 
"E

veryone w
ho com

es here, you 
h
av

e to
 sh

o
w

 it to
 'em

," said
 h

er 
guide, John S

ittem
a. 

D
allas also changed that day. 

"It shocked the city into grow
ing 

up. It m
ay have begun a new

 era of 
m

atu
rity

," say
s P

ierce A
llm

an
, at 

th
e tim

e d
irecto

r o
f p

ro
g
ram

m
in

g
 

and production at W
FA

A
-T

V
 and one 

of the first to report the shooting. 
"It w

asn't just a shock felt in D
al-

la
s, it w

a
s fe

lt re
g
io

n
w

id
e
 a

n
d
 

nationw
ide," M

r. A
llm

an says. 
"It w

as w
hen that fragile tissue of 

civility that barely holds us together 
w

as rudely shattered and it w
as so 

D
irecto

r O
liv

er S
to

n
e d

irects h
is cam

era crew
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e film
in

g 
real to a lot of people because of radio 

of "
JF

K
"

 earlier th
is year at D

ealey P
laza in

 D
allas. T

h
e m

ovie an
d

 televison
."

 
,;g co

*
 +

a
 l.o

 relo
a
co

ri Ila
n

 9
0
 	

T
h

o
rn

 a
ro

 m
a
n

y
 th

n
o
rio

c o
n

 w
h

n
 



JF
K

 assassin
atio

n
 m

o
vie is fu

ll 
o

f lies, F
red

erick m
an

 .attests 
B

y JU
L

IA
 R

O
B

B
 „ 

N
ew

s-P
ost S

taff,zI/ 'i 
 

I  ia 
A

 F
rederick resident w

ho started a
.  

national controversy about, director 
O

liver Stone's new
 m

ovie appeared 
on

 "
C

B
S

 E
ven

in
g N

ew
s w

ith
 D

an
 

R
ather" F

riday night. 
H

arold W
eisberg told C

B
S reporter 

M
ark

 P
h

illip
s th

at M
r. S

ton
e's 

m
ovie, "

JF
K

,"
 lies ab

ou
t even

ts 
su

rrou
n

d
in

g P
resid

en
t Joh

n
 K

en
-

nedy's m
urder. 

In
 a

n
 ea

rlier in
terv

iew
, M

r. 
W

eisb
erg said

 h
e started

 a m
ed

ia 
avalanche about the m

ovie last A
pril 

w
h

en
 h

e gave a cop
y of th

e m
ovie  

script to W
ashington P

ost reporter 
G

eorge L
ardner, accom

panied w
ith 

M
r. W

eisberg's com
m

ents and re-
search on the 1963 assassination. 
• M

r. W
eisb

erg h
as w

ritten
 six 

b
ook

s ab
ou

t th
e m

u
rd

er, an
d

 th
e 

m
an

n
er in

 w
h

ich
 th

e govern
m

en
t 

responded to the crisis. 
H

e did not im
m

ediately go to the 
m

edia, M
r. W

eisberg said. A
fter a 

H
ollyw

ood friend sent him
 the script 

and he found it w
as "a real stinker," 

he w
rote O

liver Stone expressing his 
m

isgivin
gs. O

n
ly w

h
en

 M
r. S

ton
e 

failed
 to an

sw
er d

id
 h

e call M
r. 

(C
ontinued on Page A

-4) 

JFK
 

  

(C
ontinued from

 P
age A

-1) 

L
ardner. 
"

W
h

at O
liver S

ton
e h

as d
on

e is 
exploit and com

m
ercialize this great 

traged
y,"

 M
r. W

eisb
erg said

. "
I 

know
 he cannot have believed all the 

things he is telling the m
edia. 

"
H

e sa
id

 a
ll th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
records are suppressed till 2039, and 
he know

s that I have a quarter of a 
m

illio
n

 p
a
g
es o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
docum

ents and I m
ake them

 avail-
able to every w

riter. " 
A

fter the P
ost story, the m

ovie w
as 

critically discussed in, am
ong other 

publications, T
he C

hicago T
ribune, 

T
im

e an
d

 E
sq

u
ire. M

r. W
eisb

erg 
w

as quoted in several articles. 
"It got to the point that W

arners  

(th
e m

ovie com
p

an
y w

h
ich

 h
as 

in
vested

 m
illion

s in
 "

JF
K

"
) h

ired
 

th
e m

o
st ex

p
en

siv
e lo

b
b

y
ist in

 
W

ashington, H
ill and K

now
lton, to 

try and persuade the bureau chiefs it 
is not a story," M

r. W
eisberg said. 

M
r. W

eisb
erg h

as d
elivered

 th
e 

sam
e m

essage to everyone, he said. 
O

liver Stone adm
its that "JF

K
" is 

based on a 1988 book by form
er N

ew
 

O
rleans D

istrict A
ttorney Jim

 G
ar-

rison
, h

e said
, an

d
 th

at b
ook

 is 
"crazy, I'm

 talking about lunacy. It 
w

as w
eird." 

"M
y objection to the O

liver Stone 
m

ovie,"
 said

 M
r. W

eisb
erg, "

w
as 

that he said he w
as going to film

 the 
history

. for (A
m

erican
s), an

d
 tell 

them
 w

ho killed the president, and 
how

, and w
hy. 

"A
nd he could not possibly do that  

from
 the G

arrison book or the collec-
tio

n
 o

f a
ll th

e n
u

tty
 co

n
sp

ira
cy

 
theories " w

hich M
r. Stone is using 

in the m
ovie. 

M
r. W

eisberg said he know
s he is 

righ
t b

ecau
se h

e w
as in

volved
 in

 
events discussed in "T

he T
rail O

f the 
• A

ssassin
s: M

y In
vestigation

 an
d

 
P

rosecution of the M
urder of P

resi-
d

en
t K

en
n

ed
y,"

 M
r. G

arrison
's 

book. 
In 1968, M

r. G
arrison's staff asked 

M
r. W

eisb
erg to in

vestigate M
r. 

G
arrison's theories, M

r. W
eisberg 

said. 
M

r. W
eisberg said he found that a 

staff m
em

ber w
as m

aking up stories 
to tell M

r. G
arrison and M

r. G
arri-

son w
as busy m

aking up his ow
n. 

M
r. G

arrison planned to m
ark the  

assassination's fifth anniversary by 
nam

ing an alleged assassin. B
ut the 

m
an had been dead since 1962, M

r. 
W

eisberg said. 
M

r. G
a

rriso
n

 d
id

 ev
en

tu
a

lly
 

p
rosecu

te a m
an

 for con
sp

irin
g to 

m
urder P

resident K
ennedy, he said, 

but the prosecution, according to M
r. 

W
eisberg w

as "a fraud and it w
ound 

up in a fiasco and the innocent m
an 

he charged w
as acquitted in an hour. 

"T
hen he w

rote it into a conspiracy 
against him

self and he put it into a 
book and that is w

hat the m
ovie is 

based on," M
r. W

eisberg said. 
"I have no doubt that the president 

w
as k

illed
 as th

e en
d

 resu
lt of a 

conspiracy. B
ut w

e have no w
ay of 

know
ing w

ho conspired because the 
governm

ent never investigated the 
crim

e itself, and never intended to." 


