lre Yeorge Herman 6/20/83
CBS Hews

2020 X St., NW

Vashington, D.C. 20036

Dear “eorge,

Whan I received your lettor of the Tth I wrote Graham and Schals and intended
to thank you by the time of your retum, but got Ilnvolwed in further affidavits in
that FOIA case and then checking out some of the FEI's newer dirtyworkings and only
last night madled that to my lawyere Thers is a hearding this Tharsdsy but I can't
drive that far and have no other transportation, so 4 probably won't be there. How
I would love to be, after all I've lald on those merchants o £ mendacity, so we
coulc bs freo %o focel

It was not swrppdsing that the FBI and its DV counsel bucked off on charging
me with contempt. They actuslly phoned my lawyer and {oid Iim thsy would or cowld
have me thrown in jaile He seid nothing, I ignored the judge's omler, and they just
didn't dere. 4nd won't, because they are still on this petard they made for themselves,
thinidng they could gcare me. They have the same questions releting to the Order they
got supposedly requirdng me to pay their legal coste. I'ia not doing it and wou'te. So
their petard is stiil loaded. Heanwidlie, in seeking other sanctions, they sidll
mresent the same hagzsad to FOTA. @ad all roporters kmow the major medds sould not
care less about FOIi. |

How right dcton was about the terrible things power doea to peoplel

If these mendacious cfficisc types wanted 4o, which I doubt, they could not
understand how strongly a fivst-generation Amerdcan feels about the basic freedoms
s has only because his parents fled pogroms so ho could enjoy thems Ix was reminded
of this recently whan I had a ride to see my mother, who is now 92 - and has never
been sble to bring horself to tell mo what she went through. (Others, cousins, did,

but never my father or mother,)




Whether you decide to stay with CBS or not, you can ook back with considersble
satisfaction about some o. the things you did, particularly on Face The Nation, Its

standard was always high.

One of your 1967 shows figures in some recomds I got recently. Speaking of
mendacdity end such matters. _

Y ou'd asked Ramsey Clark about withheld JFK sssassination Information and he
gave the reply for which he'd been triefed. Whdch waen't a¥ all trus. So, I wrote him
and explained this in terms of my roquest for the scientific tost results the FBL
never gave the Warrcn Commission = and it never asked fore He had 4t looked into,
the Archives confirmed me, and his staff and the Office of Legal Counsel both

Teconmnded that that info be discloseds But the FEI didn't and wouldn't. Instead,
whan 1 was able to file suit, its lawyer actually told the judaeand got awsy with
it « that the attorney general had decided that 1% was against the "national b,
interest" to disclose what I vequested. They won all the way to the Supreme Court, )
But as it all tookfe pootiomjustice tum, Congress got tumed on over that
coruption (without knowdng that Clark wanted dfsclogure) and axended the Ast
over that litigation, specific in the legislative history. And rather than hating
themselves, the FEI (CIA and others, t00) hate me more than before, which was enoughs w
I think they now rm a simlar mek, partloularly 12 they do charge me with L
contempt, and I'11 not do enything to reduce their riskm. POIA is oo important, "

We're not old, George, because old is a state of mind. Wo are Just aging, I'w
had mach time to think the past three yoars, in hospdtal beds, during dgaly three
hours of therapy, and when I'He just sitting back, relaxing and thinking. I've
come to believe that at our ycars the most :meortanf things ave 1) dodng souething,

and 2) doing what we really want %o do. You and I have both done what any man can
expoot of himself and we can stdll do more that is useful. With sll you've done and
can do, I hops you go for what you enjoye. Only less of 4te S0 you now ean enjoy

other things for which you had no time. (Idke grandchildren, which I don't have?)



Sifmple example fres my own oxperiences Tihxee years s when I was bored one
day wiile dping what the dochbor ordered, my wife turnod on a IV broadcast of an

Orioles gamo. 1'd never secn a baseball éelecamt but she yemembered that in the 1930s,

whan I didn't have to be at my Senste job and was painting owr umpainbed furndture,
otcey I took in the Senstows and Redsking games and enjoyed them. She and I both
got hooled on tho Oricles, and she'd never seen or listened to a game and dddn't
wnderstand it. Nou she keeps mrofessional quality play-bypiays, we rurely miss a
game, and we both enjoy thes More, 1 suppose becauss movies, plays and concerts
{1ive rather than raddo «nd TV) ave out,.

So you mzy not have sny idea what you'll enjoy whan you have more idae, but

it is thoree
lany thanks and best wishes for whatever you do,

Sinoerely,




