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Ugny p, Copdiend,

Please excuse my heste. I've just finished the drsft of an
avardus book I muzt resd and hrve comnittenta Tor two othars, both
1ste, 1'm writin-, however, becsus: I fe-r I did not mske myself clesr.
1 do not propose chellenging en executive o rder, Two things sre
involved. “ne th: order of the attorrey gererel dirceting thet averything
in the possession of thz gowrnment that was considered by the
Commi ssion be pleced in the Mationsl Archives, Most of the things, 1f
not 107% of them, ia which I hevo sn interest cenrct by aven the atretzh
of what Hoover ¢ells-s -iind be-elessified. Such things na tho spectro-
graphic smslysis of the bullet and the verious fregments. By publiely
ridienlings them 1 hove bosa ebla o ewcemplish & fov thlngs, like geiting
the Zapruder cemera into the archive. ) .

The othar heas +~ 8o with the pictures and Xrays ~f the autopsy ~nd
what I regerd s infinitsly more important, the originsl hoteas ofnthe
sut~pay. If thece have not been destroyed, they are not ir the archive,
They wers by destription entared 1nto avidenee, They heva been purged
from every varsion, the files, snd I've checked duplicate files, frem
which there 1a no sheet indicnting withdrswal, from the nrinted exhibit where
~hepe ‘hey must sp eénr, otd, © have raceipts ‘trecing them from the
gutopsy herch to the "hite H nserhysiolen to the Sacret Jerviee, end the
docters described what he held in his hand es the exhibit was being enter-
ad. Fa had1 aad Ldentifiad e Yerexal copye Now, 4he mechonism used for the
cantinued suppression of the pictures and X-reys ies en inaprlicsble lew
under which the Genarsl Services Administreator is emvowers to accept :
privnte property for the srchivs on Fresidemts undar conditions stinuletad -
by the donors, “hat was done hers 1s a cute trick %o get everyone off the
ho-k, The stipuletion is sup ression. ¥hat really happemed, however, is thet
the 0S4 aeceptad restrictlons not on privets proparty bnt cn impreoperly o
given swsy government pspers., He therefors could not accept thme under this
lsw becsuse they -ere rhe proparty of he govermment to begin with, 1f not
tha sxecutive brencn, certainly of the evel Hospitel. One %hing {7 not Blser
doubtful, there waes no authority for zivie-~ these sway. 3o, these ars the '
things I wnt to teets + hew no facilities, no means of psying for 1be
ind L heve gone throuzh cheprels snl exhsusted my siministrative remedie s,
“ peve a1l of this in writinz end I shall pmblish it in HITEVASE III,
which is the third of the books 1'm now workingd ou. Sijoersly,
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April 6, 1967

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Cog d'Or Press
Hyattstown, Md. 20734

Dear Mr. Weisburg:

I am terribly sorry for my delay in answering your letter of
January 31st. I have been out of town in trial most of this
time and I am just now getting my correspondence answered.
Please forgive me.

Concerning the Archives, I do not believe the law provides
for a remedy against an Executive order making secret cer-
tain government records. The courts have always held that
the secrecy order on the part of the Executive branch of
the government was a function which could not be questioned
by it's equal branch, the judiciary.

In any event, it appears from press reports that the good
District Attorney in New Orleans has made a much more effi-
cient gathering and study of the same and additional evi-
dence and it looks like he is on the trail of the person or
persons responsible. I would, of course, like to hear from
you further on the matter and I am looking forward to meeting
you on your next trip to Texas.

With warm personal regards, I am
Very truly yours,

(pmz Vo

David G. Copeland
bh
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