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E
d B

utler explains the N
ew

 R
ight's revolution: "It is 

not necessarily bad ... depending on w
ho is m

aking it." 
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R
evolution' in 

been N
ear C

riss 
B

y
 W

illard
 C

lo
p
to

n
 Jr. 

W
ashington P

ost Staff W
riter 

E
d
 B

u
tler calls h

im
self a 

"co
n
flict m

an
ag

er." S
o
m

e 
m

ig
h
t call h

im
 a sw

in
g
in

g
 

sp
o
k
e
sm

a
n
 fo

r th
e
 N

e
w

 
R

ight. 
B

utler, a lithe 34-year-old 
togged out in beige corduroy 
jack

et an
d
 su

ed
e sh

o
es to

 
m

a
tc

h
, fle

w
 in

 fro
m

 L
o
s 

A
n
g
eles th

is w
eek

 to
 p

ro
-

m
o
te a m

o
v
ie an

d
 a b

o
o
k

 
an

d
 to

 sp
eak

 so
m

e p
ro

v
o
ca-

tiv
e w

o
rd

s ab
o
u
t rev

o
lu

tio
n
 

in
 o

u
r tim

e. 
"T

h
ere is a p

reju
d
ice in

 
th

is co
u
n
try

 ag
ain

st rev
o
lu

-
tio

n
," h

e
 b

e
g
a
n
, q

u
o
tin

g
 

W
alter L

ippm
ann. 

"B
u
t th

e fact is th
at w

e 
are h

av
in

g
 o

n
e in

 th
is co

u
n
-

try
 an

d
 it is n

o
t n

ecessarily
 

b
a
d
. A

 re
v
o
lu

tio
n
 c

a
n
 b

e
 

g
o
o
d
 o

r ill, d
ep

en
d
in

g
 o

n
 

w
h
o
 is m

a
k
in

g
 it a

n
d
 th

e
 

ethic they em
ploy." 

B
utler sees evidence of the 

N
atio

n
's rev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 tu

r-
m

o
il in

 su
ch

 d
ev

elo
p
m

en
ts 

as the rise in street and cam
-

p
u
s v

io
len

ce, th
e u

p
h
eav

al 
in

 th
e C

ath
o
lic ch

u
rch

 an
d
 

w
h
at h

e calls th
e "q

u
an

tu
m

 
ju

m
p
s" tak

in
g
 p

lace in
 th

e 
w

a
y
 y

o
u
n
g
 p

e
o
p
le

 th
in

k
, 

d
re

ss a
n
d
 e

x
p
re

ss th
e
m

-
selves. 

T
h
e stru

g
g
le is n

earin
g
 a.  

critical p
o
in

t, h
e b

eliev
es, 

an
d
 th

e o
u
tco

m
e co

u
ld

 b
e 

eith
er a n

atio
n
al trag

ed
y
 o

r 
a
 n

e
w

 se
n
se

 o
f p

u
rp

o
se

 
am

ong A
m

ericans. 
T

o
 in

su
re th

e latter, B
u
t-

ler u
rg

es th
e train

in
g
 o

f a 
n
ew

 b
reed

 o
f "co

n
flict m

an
-

agers" —
 persons steeped in 

psychology and m
ass m

edia 
tech

n
iq

u
es w

h
o
 are ab

le to
 

incluence revolutionary pro-
cesses so

 as to
 "m

in
im

ize-
violence and m

axim
ize free-

dom
." 

A
 d

ro
p
o
u
t fro

m
 L

o
y
o
la,  

n
iv

ersity
 in

 h
is n

ativ
e city

 
f N

ew
 O

rlean
s, B

u
tler g

o
t 

is p
ro

fessio
n
al start th

ere 
Y

 founding the Inform
ation 

o
u
n
cil o

f th
e A

m
ericas, an

 
nti-com

m
unist new

s bureau. 
T

his year he becam
e editor 

of a new
 m

agazine, the W
est- 

w
o
o
d
 V

illag
e S

q
u
are, p

u
b
- 

lish
ed

 in
 • L

o
s A

n
g
eles an

d
 

h
eav

ily
 su

b
sid

ized
 b

y
; 

rick 
ric

k
 F

ra
w

le
y
, a

 w
e
a
lth

y
 

W
a
rle

n
*
 ra

z
o
r b

la
d
e
 

m
an

u
factu

rer w
ell k

n
o
w

n
 

for his support of anti-C
om

-
m

u
n
ist cau

ses. 
T

h
e S

q
u
are is a b

reezily
 

w
ritten, slick-paper publica-

tio
n

 th
at m

ak
es sp

lash
y

 u
se 

o
f co

lo
r an

d
 p

rin
ts sto

ries 
ab

o
u
t su

ch
 su

b
jects as co

m
-

m
u
n
ist te

rro
r in

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 
and 

a 
p
ro

file
 o

f th
e
 "In

-
rh

o
d
et," a ro

ck
 g

ro
u
p
 m

ad
e 

up of six young m
en w

ithout 
b
eard

s. T
h
e m

ag
azin

e also
 

se
lls b

u
tto

n
s a

n
d
 p

o
ste

rs 
b
e
a
rin

g
 slo

g
a
n
s su

c
h
 a

s 
"U

sers are L
osers" and "H

it 
ler is A

liv
e an

d
 W

ell in
 H

a-
vana." 

B
u
tler k

n
ew

 L
ee H

arv
ey

 
O

sw
ald in N

ew
 O

rleans and 
in

terv
iew

ed
 h

lm
 o

n
 a rad

io
 

statio
n

 th
ere 9

3
 d

ay
s b

efo
re 

P
resident K

ennedy w
as shot. 

H
e recalls th

e assassin
 as 

a
n
 "e

x
tre

m
e
ly

 d
e
d
ic

a
te

d
 

p
ro

ficien
t p

ro
p
ag

an
d
ist, b

u
t 

also
 in

 so
m

e w
ay

s a v
ery

 
sy

m
p

ath
etic ch

aracter. H
e 

w
as com

pletely self-educat-
e
d
, y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

, a
n
d
 u

se
d
 

w
o
rd

s lik
e `su

p
erflu

ito
u
s' 

and `toincise' instead of `con-
cise' 

B
u
tler recen

tly
 p

ro
d
u
ced

 
a d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 film

 o
n
 O

s- 
w

ald
, w

h
ich

 is m
ak

in
g
 th

e 
ro

u
n

d
s o

f in
d

ep
en

d
en

t tele-
vision stations. A

lthough he 
sees n

o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at O

s-
w

ald
's d

eed
 w

as p
art o

f a 
co

n
sp

iracy
, B

u
tler d

o
es b

e- 

liev
e O

sw
ald

 w
as in

cited
 to

 
act b

y
 p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a em

an
at-

in
g
 fro

m
 F

id
e
l C

a
stro

's 
C

uba. 
B

u
tler also

 h
as w

ritten
 a 

n
e
w

ly
 issu

e
d
 p

a
p
e
rb

a
c
k
 

b
o
o
k
 called

 "R
ev

o
lu

tio
n
 Is 

M
y P

rofession," in w
hich he 

sets o
u
t so

m
e o

f h
is th

in
k
-

ing. 
H

e 'b
eliev

es th
e w

o
rld

 is 
likely to rem

ain indefinitely 
in

 a
 sta

te
 o

f "p
e
rm

a
n
e
n
t  

rev
o
lu

tio
n
" so

m
ew

h
ere b

e-
tw

een w
ar and peace. 

"T
h
e
 H

-b
o
m

b
 a

n
d
 th

e
 

N
urem

burg trials have m
ade 

a
 g

re
a
t d

e
a
l o

f m
ilita

ry
 

th
in

k
in

g
 o

b
so

lete," h
e say

s. 
"W

arfare can't be rationally 
c
o
n
te

m
p
la

te
d
. B

u
t th

is 
d

o
esn

't ch
an

g
e h

u
m

an
 n

a-
tu

re." 
B

u
tler b

eliev
es th

at im
-

p
u
lses to

w
ard

 ty
ran

n
y
 an

d
 

freed
o
m

 flu
ctu

ate in
 ev

ery
  

individual and in w
hole pop-

ulations. 
"W

h
en

ev
er ty

ran
n
y
 g

ets 
th

e u
p
p
er h

an
d
, it lead

s to
 

conditions like w
ar and P

ov-
erty

. U
n
less th

ere are ad
e-

q
u
ate ch

eck
s an

d
 b

alan
ces, 

revolution com
es about as a 

rad
ical an

d
 d

ecisiv
e escap

e 
valve," he says. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 h

e firm
ly

 o
p
-

p
o
ses C

astro
, B

u
tler th

in
k
s 

a rev
o
lu

tio
n
 "p

ro
b
ab

ly
 w

as 
neded in C

uba." H
e believes 

"o
n
e is p

ro
b
ab

ly
 n

eed
ed

 in
 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates to

d
ay

" to
 

rectify
 su

ch
 co

n
d
itio

n
s as 

th
e
 "b

u
m

 d
e
a
l" g

iv
e
n
 to

 
A

m
erican 

N
egroes and 

th
e 

"IB
M

 card
 treatm

en
t m

o
st 

college students get." 
"K

id
s to

d
ay

 feel 
nobody 

is listening to them
. T

here's 
th

e feelin
g
 th

ey
 can

't g
et 

th
ere w

ith
in

 th
e sy

stem
, so

 
they step outside and knock 
it dow

n," he says. 
B

ut he w
arns that "revolu-

tio
n
 is th

e
 m

o
st d

ra
stic

 
o
p
eratio

n
 th

at can
 b

e p
er-

form
ed on the body politic." 

U
n

less th
ere is resp

o
n

sib
le 

m
anagem

ent of conflict, he 
said, "Y

ou can end up curing 
th

e d
isease b

y
 k

illin
g

 th
e 

patient." 
B

u
tler d

o
es n

o
t co

n
sid

er 
him

self a "N
ew

 R
ightist." 

"I'm
 fo

r g
ettin

g
 rid

 o
f all 

th
o
se w

o
rd

s lik
e left an

d
 

right w
ing, conservative and 

liberal, pinko and com
sym

p 
and reactionary," he says. 

"In
 to

d
ay

's w
o
rld

, th
ere 

are ju
st tw

o
 k

in
d
s o

f p
eo

-
p
le—

th
o
se w

h
o
 w

an
t free-

d
o
m

 a
n
d
 th

o
se

 w
h
o
 w

ill 
to

le
ra

te
 so

m
e
 d

e
g
re

e
 o

f 
ty

ra
n
n
y
 a

s a
 m

e
a
n
s to

 
so

m
eth

in
g
 later o

n
. I am

 
fo

r freed
o
m

 an
d
 I b

eliev
e 

th
e rev

o
lu

tio
n
 can

 b
e w

o
n
 

for freedom
." 


