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Statement of Special A:;ent Clinton J. Hill, United States Secret
Service, coacerning his activities and official duties on November 22, 1963.
St,Itement dated November 30, 1963.
I, Clinton J. Hill, Special Agent, United States Secret Service,
arrived at Love Field, Dallas, Texas, at 11:40 a.m. on November 22, 1963, from
Fort Worth, Texas aboard Air Fortis No One (USAY #26000) with President
and Hrs.
John F. Kennedy. President and Mrs. Kennedy debarked the aircraft first from
the rear ramp followed by Governor and Mrs. John Connally and by three or four
Congressmen and Senators, and than myself and ASAIC Roy H. Kellerman.
Upon alighting, President and Mrs. Kennedy were greeted by a small
reception co,:: :.tea and Mrs. Kennedy was presented a bouquet of red roses. I
ran over to the Secret Service Follow-up car immediately upon my arrival.
and
placed my topcoat and a =all folder containing information on this Dallas stop
of the Texas trip on the floor of the car. I then went back to where the President
and Mrs. Kennedy wore greetAng an elderly lady in a wheel chair.
The general public was restricted from the ramp area of Lava Field by
a uannzlent chain-link fence. Thera were a number of photographers and corresponts o:. the ramp area covering the arrival.

The President noticed the large number of people being restrained by
the fence and walked over to the crowd and began shaking hands. He moved from
his right to his left down the fence. Mrs. Kennedy accompanied him. I remained
very close to. Mrs. Kennedy observing the outstretched hands of well-zNishere to
make sure no weapons were extended toward Mrs. Kennedy and that nothing was handed
to her. I aceonlpanied Mrs. Kennedy behind the President along the fence and then
to the Presidential automobile which was waiting to take President and Yrs.Ecnnedy and Governor and Mrs. John Connally to the Trade Mart for a luncheon,

after a 45-minute motorcade through downtown Dallas.

President and Mrs. Kennedy entered the automobile with the President
getting into the right rear seat and Mrs. Kennedy into the left rear seat. Mrs.
Connally got into the left jump seat and Governor Connally into the right jump
seat. SA U.11iam Greer was driving the automobile with ASAIC Roy H. Kellerman
in the right front seat. 'I went to the left rear side of the Presidential
automobile and stood on the airport ramp along side where Yrs. Kennedy was
sitting.
As the Presidential automobile began to move forward
walked along side of the left rear of the automobile for about
there rare no people at all on the airport ramp I went back to
immediately behind the Presidential Automobile and mounted the
of the left running board.
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oeoe Tee of eetement of Speaie _ogee Clenten J. Hill, dated lov. 30, 1963:
•i
Sr. Sam ,Lienney wee drivine this Seoret Service Follow-up cer which was
soecifically outfitted for use by the
e 1955 Coeillec 9-oeesenger con-:'ca
Seer-et Service. AleieIC Emory hobcete was sitting in the right front seat and
oseeeatino the teee-wey radio. SA Johe eeedy was on the foreard portion of the
rieht heed eeeleine board; SA 4 illi a. elcIreyee on the roar poetion of the left hand
reel-ming boavd; SA Paul X. Landis on the rear portion of the right hand running
Kenneth 02 Doanell, Presidential Appcintment Secretary, was seated on
board;
the left side of the oecond seat; Yr. Dave Powers, Presidential heceptionist,
was seated on the right side of the seeond seat; SA George Hickey was seated on
the loft side of the third seat; and SA Glen Sennett was seated on the right side

of the third seat.

The Presidential Follow-up car was followed by a 1964 Lincoln 4-door
convert:ILie occupied by vice-President and Yre. Lyndan•Johnson, Senator Ralph
Yarbercezeh, with ASAIC Hufus Youngblood in the right'frant seat. This automobile
was followed by a Secret Service follow-up car for the Vice President, and then
came automobiles occupied by photogTaphers, correspondents, Senators and Congressmen.
A
Preceding the Presidential automobile was a Dallas Police Departmcat Lead
car in which SA Winston Lawson of the Secret Service was riding. Police motorcycles preceded and flanked the motorcade. There were two police motorcycles on
the left side of the President's Secret Service follow-up car running abreast of
one another between the automobile and the crowd of people.

1.1y instructions for Dallas were tc work the left rear of the Presidential
time:a.
aetomebile and remain in close proximity to Mrs. John F. Kennedy at all
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As the motorcade moved from Love Field through downtown Dallas toward
the Trade Mart, there were four (4) occasions before we reached the end of rein
Street were I moved from the forward portion of the left running board of the
al automobile. I did this because
follow-up oar to the rear step of the Presidenti
of the follow-up car were unable
side
hand
ths motorcycles that were alqng the left
to move up alongside the Presideretts tar duo to the crowd surging into the street.
so I jumped from the Follow-up car
The motoes:-clus were forced to drop back and
and mounted the President's car. I remaieed in this position until the crowd
thinned and :':as away from the President's automobile, allowing the motorcycles
to once again move up alongside of the automobile. NJ hen we approached the end of
Main Street the crowd was noticeably less dense than had been the case prior to
that point.

Page Three of Statemont of Special Agent Clinton J. Hill. dated Nov. 10. 14Al!
rot0000do made a right hand turn onto Elm Street. I was on the
v4-;2,=ard portion of the left rullniog board of the folloy-up car. The motorcade
made a left hand turn from Elm Street toward an underpay;;. We were traveling
about 12 to 15 miles per hour. Oa the left hand sidle ras.a grass area with a few
people scattered along it observing the =tornado passing, and I was visually
scanning these people then I heard a noise similar to a firecracker. The sound
came from' my right rear and I immediately moved may head in that direction. In
so doing, ny eyes had to cross the Presidential automobile and I saw the President
hunch forward and then slump to his left. I jumped from the Follow-up car and
ran toward the Presidential automobile. I heard a second firecracker type noise
but it had a different sound—like the sound of shooting a revolver into something
hard. I saw the President slump more toward his left.
I jumped onto the left rear step of the. Presidential automobile. Urs.
Kennedy shouted, "Theytve shot his head off;" then turned and raised out of her
seat as if she wore reaching to her right rear toward the back of the car for
something that had blown out. I forced her back into her seat and placed my body
above President and furs; 4pnedy. SA Greer had, as I jumped onto the presidential
automobile, anceleratod the Presidential automobile forward. I heard ASAIC
Kelleroan call SA Lawson on the tyo-oay radio and say, "To tht nearest hospital,
quick." I shouted as loud as I could at the Lead car, "To the hospital, to the
hospital.
As I lay over the top of the back seat I noticed a portion of the
President:s head on the right rear side was missing and he was bleeding profusely.
Part of his brain was goni. I saw a part of his skull, with hair on it lying in
the seat. The time of 'the shooting Yas apprwdmately 12:30 p.m., Dallas time. I
looked forward to the jump seats and noticed Governor ConnallyIs chest was covered
with blood and he was slumped to his loft and partially covered up by his wife.
I had not realized until this point that the Governor had been shot.
Men we arrived at Parkland nemorial Hospital, Dallas, I jumped off the
Presidential automobile, removed my suit coat and covered the President=s head
and upper chest with it. I assisted in lifting the President from the rear seat
of the automobile onto a dieol type stretcher and accompanied the President and
Kennec,7". into the Emergency Room. Governor Connally had been placed in an
Ealergenty Room across the hall.
I exited the Emergency Room almost immediately because of the large
number of doctors and nurses,io the room, which was quite svm11. I asked a nurse
standing outside of the Emergency ROOM in which the President o'as lying to please
have everyone except those ltodioal Staff members necessary leave the emergency
ward. She immediately began screening medical staff members.
I asked for the nearest telephone. ASAIC Kellerman exited the Emergency
Room and told ne to contact the Mite House in Washington and to keep the lino
open continually. I asked SA Larson for the telephone number of the Dallas 1Ohite
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and he cave it
its. I dialad the J.allas White House operstor
a--..-. to ccrect
nits House in lanshington and to keep this
oz. continuauel
He dir:, en.
ASAIC Kellerman eama cu of tho Emergency Room again and took the
::...lephene
and asked for S:J.0 Gorald A. Eshn, Secret Service The White House,
trca,
"talY 12:39 p.n. Kellerman told Dchn that there
.'ao cmProthbeen a double tragedy; that the President and Covornor Connally had both been
and that I would keep him advised. I took over the telephone and told Lr.
Zoh:. that the situation was extremely critical. The orierator cut into the Line
and said La Attorney General wanted to talk to vs. He asked Lae that the situation
ra'.s and I advised him that the President had been injured very seriously and
that I would keep him advised as to his condition.
Mr. Kellerman cama lzaeh owt of the Emerzahey Room and said,
tell Gerry that this is not fo.a. rel,:e and not official, but the man is dead.11
that he iL=diately contact the Attorney
I told that to Yr. Bsbn and
General and other memlYers of tLa Presidc:at:L: family so that he could advise them
of the situation rather tLn ib.g the::: hear it over some'news media.
I then received a request from Mr.. O'Donnell to obtain a casket
immcllately so that we could transport the body back to Neshinsten, D. C., as
quickly as possible. I contacted the Hospital Administrator and asked for tea
.ha.aae of the nearest mortuzry. No said it oiild be 0:rail, Inc. I telephoned
th,.a and identified myeelf anr1 requested that they bring the best casket imiediately

availabL..! .;_it the mortuary to the Parkland :!enorial Hospital Emergency Entrance
and delvar it to me.. The casket arrived in about twenty minutes at aperominatcly
1:40 pont. c iheo1ed It immediately into the Emergency Room whore the President's
body lay.
I advised the Air Force Aide that we wanted Air Force Mo. One moved to
a different location at Love Field and to have it secured completely arsy from
the view of the General Public. I requested that no press be admitted to the
area in which. Air Force One was to be placed. I requested SA David Grant to
notify the Dallas Police that we did not rant to use the sane entrance to love
Field. that previously had been planned. I then wont ulth the Hospital Aa-Ainistr-ztor and checked the shortest and most direct routs fron the Emergency Room to
the emerDincy platformwhoro the 0'2011 hearse was rating. I advised ATSAIC
Stuart to of the route and roqaected that it be cleared of personnel. '
The Prcsidontts body, accompanied by Yrs. Kennedy, aatited the Emersnoy
Room at aortely 1:58 p.m. and proceeded to the emergency entrance platform.
The caPLat was plated in the baek of the OgUsil, Inc., hearse and Ere. Kennedy,
ArLral Georao Burkloy (the Preeidantgo Physician), and I entered the back of the
hearse with the casket. SA And.-c; Derger drove the hoarse; AISAIC Stuart Stout
rode in the center front seat and ASAIC Kellerman rode in the right front seat.
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co-' Statement of Specaal Agent Clinton J. Hill, dated Nov. 30, 1963:'

-—.We departed Parkland ;t=mo:cial Hospital at 2:04 p.m. SA
or rode in
the Dallae Police Department Lead Car. A Secret Service fellow-up car followed
i';asdiately behind the ile4rso, The motorcade arrived at Ail- Force One, Love
4 ,le
I,

Ai. 2 :l p.m. the casket was placed aboard Air Force One with !41-s. Kennody
accempan:ing it. The casket was situated in the left rear corner of the aircraft
for scats had been remod. ltrs. Kennedy sat in one of the two seats
immediately across the,aisle from the casket.
The aircraft could not ima:ediately depart because Vice-President Johnson
had to be sworn in as the 36th President of the United States and it was necessary
to Trait for a Judge to arrive to do this. All personnel on Air Force One including
Yrs. Kenr.ody were requested to witness the swearing in ceremony Which took place
in the Presidential Cozpartment of Air Force One at 2:38 p.m. X also attended.
I departed Love Field, Dallas, aboard Air Force One at 2:47 p.m. en
route to Lridrs-::s Air Force Base, naryland, I arrived at Andrews Air Force Base
at 5:58 p.m. I assisted in moving the casket bearing the Presidentts body from
Air Fares One to a U. S. Navy ambulance. Yrs. Kennedy got in the back of the
with tho casket as did Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who had joined
Yrs. Kennedy aboard Air Force One urea arrival at Andrews Air Force Base. General
Godfrey :eHugh also rode in the back of the ambulance. The ambulancewas driven
by SA Greer withASAIO Kellerman, SA Landis, and Admiral Burkley riding in the
front seat. I followed in the car immediately bahind the ambulance with Dr.
John W. Walsh, Dave Powers, Kenneth OtDonnall and Larry COBrien.
Teo motorcade departed Andre= Air Force Base for Bethesda Naval. Hospital,
Bethesda, Lfaryland, at 6:10 p.n. We were escorted by motorcycle police officers.
The motorcade. arrived Bethesda Naval Hospital at 6:55 p.m. nrs. Kennedy, the
Attorney General, SA Landis and I went immediately inside and via elevator to the
iqn Floor of the hosnital, the location of the Presidential Suite. neeeers of
the immediate family and close friends were wziting in the suite,
The President:s body was taken to the morgue at the hospital,accompanied
by -":SAIL Kellerman, SA Groor, and Admiral Burkley,for an autopsy. SA Landis and
secured the 17th Floor of the hospital and remained there with Mrs. Kennedy. 7,7e
established a com_snuications system with the 'Mite House and handled all telephone

calls both incoming and outgoin",, screening each and every call. Any person

attempting

reach the 17th Floor was also screened.

At approNimately 2:45 a.m., November 23, I was requested by ASAIC
Kellerman to come to the morgue to once again view the body. Mien I arrived the
autopsy had been completed and ASAIO Kellerman, SA Greer, General ncHugh and I
viewed the wounds. I observed a wound about Bin inches down from the neckline

on the back just to the right of the spinal column. I observed another wound on
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Page Si: of Statement of Special Agent Clinton J. Hill. dated Nov_ 10:1PA0,.

1

the
rsar portion of the skall. Attendants of the Joseph Gaffer 1.:ortnary
were at this tins preparing the belly for placement in the casket. A new casket
had been obtained from Gatler 1.fortnary in vbich the body was to be placed.

rent back to the 17th Floor of the hospital at appramimatolY 3:10 a.m.
The President'
s body ras taken from the U. S. Naval. Hospital, Bethesda, Ni...
,zyland,
, gk a.m., accompanie
au
d bylfrs. Kennedy and Attorney General Kennedy, in the
6!
..
rear of a U. S. Navy anlulance driven by SA Greer. ASAIC Kellerman rode in the
774 riaht front scat. I rode in the right front coat of a White House limousine
k4
immediz..tely behind the ambulance. The motorcade vas accompanied by motorcycle
police aild arrived at'the White House at 4:24 a.m. The casket was taken
immediately to the East Room and placed in the center of the room on a catephalt.

Clinton '
J. Hill
Special Agent
U. S. Secret Service

