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While dismissing other matters with .1. Lee Rankin of the President's 12.1 	Tkito.- 
• 1 Commission on March 16, 19 litl, Mr. Rankin brought up the matter of an inde en- dent examination of the rifle slug which was found on We stretcher which ' 	C(itst  President Kennedy's body was on in Dallas, as well as bullet fragments found() 

6,../ 

iri the President's body during the autopsy at. the U. ti. Naval Hospital at Bethesda.' ,--. 
i 	 . 

Mr, Rankin advised. the Commi:;sion certainly rt..lied Oil t110 examination conducted by the Bureau Ntboralury;  however, there was strong  feeling in We Commission that All independent examination would be advantageous because of the fact that the Bureau had conducted the principal investigation into lire assassina- tion,of the President as well as hay lug handled We Laboratory examinations. 	• . Mr.' Rankin advised he was aware of the possibility of a difference of opinion on the part. of an OULCiide eXailli.1101' 1)111; nevertheless they fell this independent examinat on necessary. lie indicated nil would l'OCItlesl, the Bureau to handle' the delivery of the rifle, Lxillet and bullet fragments to an independent examiner. 

Mr. Rankin was advised that a letter had been prepared by the. Dureau and -sent to the Commission oil March 13, COIICOVIliM this matter, expressing the Dureau's V views Concerning this procedure. .Mr. Rankin advised he hind not seen, the letter as yet; however, iL was the desire of the Chief Justice for the Bureau to mainLiin as much control over items of an evidentiar y nature as possible to make cerllan they were,not lost. It was sugge:;ted hi Mr. Rankin that prior to making any final decision as to the procedure to be utilized he ini ght desire to review the Bureau's letter which thoroughly twinned the Bureau's position and Mr. Rankin adviSed lhe would do so. The 13o roan's pos i Li on as outlined in the letter of March 13, is that any material to be examined by an independent examiner should be delivered to the Commission by the Bureau and the Commission make all necessary rrangements for handling Wu delivery of the material to the Independent examiner. 
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vlemo iu Mr. UnInnint front A. ltwunk 
'Ite: AssaslnaLion of the President 

1vt r. 	that probably the first of next Nvrel: or shortly 
hereafter teams of allrirtffly:; 	 lo the Conon tHI;ioti staff ‘votild be going 

TON:1S 	to Llict' (11:111.rilli111l;i 11'11111 a 11111111.11 !t. 111 WILIWSS(',S rev,arOing 
:arious aspects of the over-all itivet!itir,alion, Hu advised situations- may arise 

+/here the Commission rti)resenta Liven would need a SSif;L:ince from our Dallas 
)1fice and inquired as to the names of individual;.--. who could be contacted by 
nembers of the Commission staff. Mr. Willens was furnished the names of 
he SAC and ASAC and was told that any reQuests of Lhi_. LAIlas Office should 
ie handled through them. Appropriate itisltuctions are beittL," issued to Lhe 
Xillas Office relative to handling- contacts by representatives of the Commission 
,1.3111-4(th the Dallas Office. 

The loretoing is submitted for idwrihotion. 
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